
We observe today not a victory of party but a celebration of freedom. 

wi əbˈzɜːv təˈdeɪ nɒːt ə ˈvɪktəri əv ˈpɑːti bʌt eɪ ˌselɪˈbreɪʃə
n əv ˈfriːdəm 

Symbolising an end, as well as a beginning,  

ˈsɪmbəlaɪzɪŋ ən end əz wel əz eɪ bɪˈɡɪnɪŋ 

signifying renewal, as well as change 

ˈsɪɡnɪfaɪɪŋ rɪˈnuːəl/ əz wel əz tʃeɪndʒ 

For I have sworn before you and Almighty God the same solemn oath  

67
our forebears prescribed nearly a century and three quarters ago. 

8910  
The world is very different now, for man holds 
11  
in his mortal hands,  the power to abolish all forms 

of human poverty and all forms of human life.
12 
And yet the same revolutionary beliefs for which our forebears fought  


are still at issue around the globe. The belief that the rights of man come 

not  from the generosity of the state, but from the hand of God.
13/
We dare not forget today that we are the heirs of that first revolution.


                                                           
6
 Linking "r". 

7
 Strong form 

8
 Simplification of the diphthong 

9
 FORCE word . 

10
 Strong form 

11
 Compressed. 

12
Kennedy uses instead of the more normal . 

13
 Kennedy uses a general American sound here and the New England sound in the first instance of this 

word. 
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