
Those municipalities exclusively implementing police measures have only managed to disperse the young, botellón sites emerging somewhere else. This type of measure only resolves the public order problem (noise and litter) in a 
specific location in a very limited way.

* Paper funded by a research project of the Government Delegation for the National Plan on Drugs of the Ministry of 
Health and Consumption.
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“Vive la noche” program (leisure activities, cultural 
activities, Internet; filmmaking and photography, sporting 
activities at night )
“Cuidate, Cuidale”, “El vidrio se recicla, el patrimonio no”, 
“No te pases y mea culpa” prevention campaigns

“Esta noche toca” program

“Noches Claras” program (Sports, night leisure offer, 
workshops )

Badajoz:Badajoz:

AlmendralejoAlmendralejo::

Villanueva de la Serena:Villanueva de la Serena:

“Abrimos la noche” program (workshops, climbing and risk 
sports, role games, concerts, Internet, cinema).
“Noches de Abril en vivo” program (concerts)

“Ciberespacio Jóven” program 
“Diviértete en verano 2000” program (sports, night leisure offer, 
workshops)

Botellón marquee ; “En verano, ve vida” program
(activities, culture, spare time )
“El contenedor….lleno por favor” prevention campaign 

“Doctor Botellón” prevention campaign 

Don BenitoDon Benito::

PlasenciaPlasencia::

Montijo:Montijo:

Cáceres: Cáceres: 

Granada:Granada:
“Conciertos de la movida”
Ska festivals
“Aquí  más” program ( “Mejor sin Alcohol” 
campaign; “Enróllate aquí”; “Carné 0º”; 
“Hablódromo”)
“Enrédate conmigo” program ( “Citiclín” 
campaign; theatre festival; Internet; rol games; 
trial premises for the young)
“Enrédate conmigo” program (2): (Carné 0º
Contest; Noches de baile joven; Photografic 
nights and “Piensa en mí/ti” solidarity 
workshops)

La La ZubiaZubia, , MonachilMonachil, , CájarCájar y y 
HuetorHuetor Vega:Vega:

Mancomunidad joven (Recreational 
leisure)

Comarca Ribera Alta de Comarca Ribera Alta de GenilGenil::
“Ribera Sana” program

MálagaMálaga:
“Monta tu propia movida... Con menos drogas, y ganarás” (Young info desk; “Vacaciones 

jóvenes” reinforcement programme; activities and work fields, reflexology Internet, “En 
busca del tesoro” role game, rock hall; free buses; Happy Sex parties; Music shows; 
Awareness campaigns (drug addition, intolerance and violence); “Cultura de Bar”; “Sal de 
Buen rollo”; Servicio de Atención a la Movida;  “Libros contra el botellón”; “Ven al peliculón 
y deja el botellón”) 

Antequera:Antequera:
“Antequera Joven” program (Porra Rock, short film competition, sightseeing 
night outings )

BenalmádenaBenalmádena::
“¿De marcha? Claro, sin alcohol” program (workshops, sports, alcohol 
prevention campaigns)
“Ábrete a la noche joven” (workshops and sports, prevention campaigns)

Jaén:Jaén:
“Lagarto rock” y Recreational leisure
“Disfruta la noche” program; cinema, theatre and music 
as part of the Leisure Redes programme of INJUVE

SantiagoSantiago:
“Boas Noites” program

VigoVigo:
“Noites vivas” program: Trial premises for the 
young

Melilla:Melilla:
“Cambia la Marcha” program, 
workshops

La Rioja:La Rioja:
“Esta noche mueves tú” program 

Logroño:Logroño:
“Cine de Madrugada” 
“Qué hacemos esta tarde” (family)

Barcelona:Barcelona:
“De marcha sin tropiezos” program 
Prevention and information campaigns
Cinema

Gijón:Gijón:
“Abierto hasta el amanecer”

Avilés:Avilés:
“Abierto hasta el amanecer” 

Valencia:Valencia:
“A la luna de Valencia” program
“Al salir del clase” program 
“Si te pasas te lo pierdes” campaign
“Padres con respuestas” campaign

MadridMadrid:
Opening sports facilities with 
activities; ballroom dance, magic 
shows.
“La  noche más joven” program
“La  tarde más joven” program
“No te pases, entérate” campaign 
Internet marathons, cinema
Late night cinema

Pamplona:Pamplona:
“Buenas noches Pamplona” program 

“ 2000 noites abertas” program 

LeónLeón:
“Es.pabila” program 

GasteizGasteiz::
“Gauekoak” program 
“Esta noche Kedada”

ZaragozaZaragoza:
“Fiebre del Viernes Noche” program 
“Más Horas” program

Alicante:Alicante:
Opening of schools at night

Castellón:Castellón:
“Abierto hasta el 
amanecer” program 

BenicassimBenicassim::
Gran Movida
Nocturna sessionsTalavera de la Reina:Talavera de la Reina:

“Si eres joven aprende a 
divertirte” program 

Albacete:Albacete:
Alcazul program; School and family 
prevention
“Comunidad Escuela y Salud”

Murcia:Murcia:
Redes program of INJUVE (workshop, ballroom dance, radio, cinema, concerts, sports camps, etc .)
“Usa la calle, disfruta tu ciudad” information campaign

LorcaLorca::
“Circuito Joven” program (activities related to health, sports, culture, nature) 

Cartagena:Cartagena:
Popular walks, punctual activities, creation of the Entertainment and Leisure Education School

CórdobaCórdoba:
Activities of Casa de la Juventud

HuelvaHuelva:
“Semana de la juventud”
“Conoce nuestros espacios naturales”

CádizCádiz:
“Cádiz Alternativo” 
program (workshops, 
sports, video games, 
concerts); Prevention 
campaigns in schools

San Fernando:San Fernando:
Local rock festival
Training schools
“San Fernando a Tope” program 

Puerto de Puerto de StaSta María:María:
Caravans; fun fair; Internet; 
prevention talks and youth days
Music concerts
Awareness campaigns

CeutaCeuta:
Awareness campaigns
“Qué el alcohol no te descoloque
“Porque aprender no es cosa de niños” (parents)

Sevilla:Sevilla:
“Sevilla es Convivencia”
“Bus de la Movida”
“Copas Pocas” campaign
“Cine y educación en valores”
“Teléfono de la Movida”

Visor del Alcor:Visor del Alcor:

San Juan de San Juan de AznalfaracheAznalfarache::
Travelling information 
and study stand

Utrera:Utrera:
Botellón marquee

Non-alcohol botellón

Almería:Almería:
“Abierto hasta el Amanecer” program; 
sporting, cultural and recreational activities; 
Rock circuit with local bands; Techno Café
municipal circuit
“Almería otra movida” program (Municipal 
drama school; Prevention campaigns; 
“Porque tengo cabeza”; “Cada cosa en su 
sitio”; “No salgas sin él”)

Pontevedra:Pontevedra:

“Abierto hasta el alba” program 
Ciudad Real:Ciudad Real:

“Amanece que no es poco” program 
Zamora: Zamora: 

“Vallancohe” program 
Valladolid:Valladolid:

“Ocio sin alcohol” program 
Burgos:Burgos:
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INTRODUCTION INTRODUCTION 

SAMPLESAMPLE

RESULTS AND CONCLUSIONSRESULTS AND CONCLUSIONS

Time to get home; MONEY (Control of weekly allowance).INVOLVING 
PARENTS

Specific places for alcohol sales; Information to families; Prohibition of 
alcohol consumption and sale at night; Penalties on pubs promoting street 
drinking; Silence edict.

FUTURE

Aguilera, 2002; Baigorri, 
Chaves, Fernández, 
López y GIESyT; 2002, 
2004; GIESyT, 2001; 
GIESyT, 2002; 
Navarrete, Aranda, 
Fernández y Rego, 2004; 
Nogués, Borrás, Segura, 
Ruíz, y Botella, 2004;
Ocdm, 2002

INCREASED POLICE CONTROL; Enforcing the regulation on CLOSING 
TIMES  of bars/pubs: CONTROLLED SALES AND CONSUMPTION of 
alcohol outside permitted hours and by minors; Constraints on advertising; 
Enforcing the legal ban on alcohol consumption in public places.

CURRENT

REPRESSIVE – COERCIVE – LEGISLATIVE MEASURES

Cooperation of bars/pubs in certain campaigns; Institutional awareness campaigns  about problems 
caused by alcohol in minors, targeted at bar owners and staff; Ensure revenue to pub owners

SHOPS WHERE DRINKS 
ARE BOUGHT

Light establishments (leisure establishment with ban on alcohol supply); Facilitate entrance to 
pubs (reduce prices  and age of admission)ESTABLISHMENT

Intensify cleaningMAINTENANCE
Botellódromo, in outskirts, non-populated areasMOVING THE SITES

Baigorri, Chaves Fernández, 
López y GIESyT, 2004; 
GIESyT, 2001; GIESyT, 
2002; Navarrete, Aranda, 
Fernández y Rego, 2004; 
Nogués, Borrás, Segura, 
Ruiz, y Botella, 2004; 
Ocdm, 2002

Reduce prices in authorised establishmentsPRICE OF DRINKS

SOCIAL MEASURES

Specialised professionals; Adequately applied drug prevention; Social skills workshop; Specific and 
compulsory course in LOGSE curriculum.

ALTERNATIVES in EDUCATION
CENTRES

Family support; Parent schools; Re-education on leisure with childrenALTERNATIVES with PARENTS

Prevention campaigns integrated in night leisure programmes; Advertising campaigns in mass media; Re-
education. Attitude and habit change in the youngPREVENTION MEASURES

Aguilera, 2002; Baigorri, 
Chaves, Fernández, 
López y GIESyT, 2004; 
GIESyT, 2001; GIESyT, 
2002; Ley Convivencia 
y Ocio de Extrem., 2002; 
Navarrete, Aranda, 
Fernández y Rego, 2004; 
PND, 2002

Indoor swimming pool; Internet; Concerts; Sports centre; Library; Cinema; Dance; Friends meeting room, 
associationism-voluntary work, light discosLEISURE MEASURES

PSYCHO-SOCIAL MEASURES

STREET DRINKING AS A social STREET DRINKING AS A social PHENOMENONPHENOMENON

HEALTH HEALTH 

CONFLICTCONFLICT

PUBLIC ORDER PUBLIC ORDER 

CONFLICTCONFLICT

Experts
Parents

The young

The young
Neighbours

Retailers
Police

Administration

Several experts (Baigorri, Chaves, Fernández, López and GIESyT, 2004; Elzo, 2002; Megías, 2002; Sánchez, 2001) consider that the approach to the alcohol abuse phenomenon by young people in public places (popularly known as 
botellón –street drinking) is neither adequate nor timely. So far, the alternatives put forward in Spain and other countries focus on just two aspects: the legislative-repressive one (production of laws and increased police presence) and 
the offer of leisure activities at botellón hours. Neither of them -individually or combined- have managed to palliate the problem in the long run. That is why current actions are intended to integrate both legislation and leisure with 
educational measures. The opinion of the stakeholders must also be taken into consideration in the planning of the actions: youngsters, parents, administration, and alcohol experts.

Our main goal was to review the actions implemented in different countries, but this no longer made sense when we 
realised how peculiar and complex the botellón was in Spain (see P-82 “Addictions”, poster P-466). For that reason, 
none of the solutions proposed by other countries could be applied in Spain. This fact caused us to reconsider our 
starting aim, and so priority was given to the study of the main alternatives on offer to date in Spanish cities and towns 
suffering from this problem. Information was drawn from the scarce journals dealing with this topic and from references from news in the 

media. Based on the results obtained, council technicians and officers were contacted in the areas where the 
phenomenon was common. The technicians in turn gave us new contacts with other municipalities where the 
practice was present but with no public knowledge of it.

Chart 1 shows the main alternatives (comprehensive programmes, prevention campaigns, isolated activities) carried out in different Spanish towns where street drinking has become a practice. The figure shows provincial measures 
in RED and local ones in BLUE.

Chart 1. Street drinking measures 
in Spanish municipalities

The chart uses the central map in the research by Baigorri, Fernández and GIESyT (2003). The red dots represent 
areas with greater social conflict and magenta ones show less conflictive areas.

Once the contents of the activities evaluated, three large sections of measures can be established (Table 1). In general terms, distinction can be made between repressive measures (more police in botellón sites, tougher laws to control 
alcohol sales to minors and street consumption). and social measures encompassing aspects relative to public order: measures regarding access to pubs (price of drinks, age limitation) and measures connected to the improvement of 
the sites (cleaner streets, reduction of noise by moving the sites to less populated areas). Finally, among psycho-social measures we find leisure activities as an alternative to the botellón. To a great extent, they have to do with drug 
prevention aspects in general.

On the other hand, we must note the criticism to social measures just aimed at 
stopping conflict derived from large concentrations of young people (litter, noise, 
vandalism). For that reason, it is logical to see measures involving the moving of 
the sites to non-populated areas, but such places must be conditioned (free bus 
transport, toilets, bins…) or drink prices being reconsidered at pubs for youths to 
have access and not occupy public spaces. But these measures do not take into 
account the health problems posed by the high alcohol intake in people aged 14 to 

25 (see poster P-466); much to the contrary, they 
encourage higher consumption.

Psycho-social measures have little repercussion, as 
the leisure offer designed by the Administration does 
not mach the demands and needs of the young 
(activities they might like and at botellón times, see   
P-466 y P452).

In general terms, we can conclude (Chart 2) that 
the alternatives proposed so far focus on some 
dimensions of the phenomenon (mainly on the public 
order conflict in response to neighbour complaints)

Chart 2. Street drinking dimensions and groups 
involved in each dimension

Table 1. Groups of measures applied to reduce street drinking

and on some of the stakeholders (police, youngsters, retailers). We must start thinking of more global actions to 
address the whole of the phenomenon, at the same time taking account of the knowledge available on the variables 
that take part in the consolidation of a behaviour.


