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Several experts (Baigorri, Chaves, Fernandez, Lopez and GIESYT, 2004; Elzo, 2002; Megias, 2002; Sanchez, 2001) consider that the approach to the alcohol abuse phenomenon by young people in public places (popularly known as
botellén —street drinking) is neither adequate nor timely. So far, the alternatives put forward in Spain and other countries focus on just two aspects: the legislative-repressive one (production of laws and increased police presence) and
the offer of leisure activities at botellon hours. Neither of them -individually or combined- have managed to palliate the problem in the long run. That is why current actions are intended to integrate both legislation and leisure with
educational measures. The opinion of the stakeholders must also be taken into consideration in the planning of the actions: youngsters, parents, administration, and alcohol experts.

* Paper funded by a research project of the Government Delegation for the National Plan on Drugs of the Ministry of
Health and Consumption.

INTRODUCTION

Our main goal was to review the actions implemented in different countries, but this no longer made sense when we
realised how peculiar and complex the botellén was in Spain (see P-82 “Addictions”, poster P-466). For that reason, SAMPLE
none of the solutions proposed by other countries could be applied in Spain. This fact caused us to reconsider our
starting aim, and so priority was given to the study of the main alternatives on offer to date in Spanish cities and towns
suffering from this problem.

Information was drawn from the scarce journals dealing with this topic and from references from news in the
media. Based on the results obtained, council technicians and officers were contacted in the areas where the
phenomenon was common. The technicians in turn gave us new contacts with other municipalities where the
practice was present but with no public knowledge of it.

RESULTS AND CONCLUSIONS

Chart 1 shows the main alternatives (comprehensive programmes, prevention campaigns, isolated activities) carried out in different Spanish towns where street drinking has become a practice. The figure shows provincial measures
in RED and local ones in BLUE.
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Once the contents of the activities evaluated, three large sections of measures can be established (Table 1). In general terms, distinction can be made between repressive measures (more police in botellén sites, tougher laws to control
alcohol sales to minors and street consumption). and social measures encompassing aspects relative to public order: measures regarding access to pubs (price of drinks, age limitation) and measures connected to the improvement of
the sites (cleaner streets, reduction of noise by moving the sites to less populated areas). Finally, among psycho-social measures we find leisure activities as an alternative to the botellén. To a great extent, they have to do with drug
prevention aspects in general.

Those municipalities exclusively implementing police measures have only managed to disperse the young, botell6n sites emerging somewhere else. This type of measure only resolves the public order problem (noise and litter) in a
specific location in a very limited way.
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In general terms, we can conclude (Chart 2) that
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Table 1. Groups of measures applied to reduce street drinking



