
Lección 2.- FEUDALISM

Introduction.- The origin of feudalism.- Social Classes
and Estates.- Feudal relationships.- The peasants and
the lordy relationships.- The spanish cas: “Reconquista
and repopulation.”- Feudalism in Cataluña and
feudalism in Castilla-León.



Prefeudalism
Classical Feudalism IX—XV
Neofeudalism XV—XIX

IIIrd Century.- Crisis in the later Roman Empire.

Decline of the city/urban areas
Creation of large states
Agriculture based economy
Landowner ——» Lord

Chronology



El Bajo imperio en el siglo III-IV

Georges Duby, Atlas histórico mundial, Barcelona, 1989, p. 33



Las invasiones de los pueblos bárbaros

Georges Duby, Atlas histórico mundial, Barcelona, 1989, p. 36



El reino visigótico de Tolosa-Toledo

Fernando García de Cortazar, Atlas de historia de España, Barcelona, 2005, p. 157.



Fernando García de Cortazar, Atlas de historia de España, Barcelona, 2005, p. 141.



King—Noblemen

Nobility: privileged status, bloodborne
Clergy: Culture & ideas. Feudal clergy & urban clergy
Peasants, craftsmen, etc.

Vassal Lord
auxilium
consilium

fidelity
benefice

murder
rape
beating vassal
not defending...

land
castle
honors
money
churches
abbeys

Solid or ligio
Plain

Subvassalage

Vassalage

Benefice

Vassalage breaking

Social Classes

Vassal-Relationships



Lordy
Relationships

Lords — Peasants

Landowners
Jurisdiction
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“Reconquista" &
Repopulation Muslim Chronology

711 Tarek Ibn Zayad lands in Gibraltar with 7.000 berbers
Guadalete. Toledo

712  Musa Ibn Nusayr . 18.000 berbers and arabs
-conquers: Sevilla, Mérida, Zaragoza.
-raids: Galicia, León, Asturias

718 Covadonga
732 Poitiers
712-756 Emirate 
756-912 Independent Emirate

Abderramán I (756-788) Omeya

912-1035 Independent Khalifate Córdoba
Abderramán III (912-961)

1035-1085    Independient Kingdoms(Taifas)
Berebers: Guadalquivir to Granada
Sagaliba: Levante
Andalusian: muladíes y árabes hispanizados en Zaragoza,
Toledo, Sevilla...

1085-1145     Almoravides.
1145-1223     Almohades
1212 Navas de Tolosa: leoneses +castellanos+navarros+aragoneses
1340 Benimerines. Río Salado. Alfonso XI
1492  Granada

Political Independence

Toledo Kingdom Decay

Religious Independence

Progresivos avances cristianos

AL-ANDALUS



Fuente: H. Kinder y W. Hilgemann, Atlas histórico
mundial (I): de los orígenes a la revolución francesa, Akal,
Madrid, 2006.

http://www.casadellibro.com/libros/hilgemann-werner/hilgemann32werner


Fuente: H. Kinder y W. Hilgemann, Atlas histórico
mundial (I): de los orígenes a la revolución francesa, Akal,
Madrid, 2006.

http://www.casadellibro.com/libros/hilgemann-werner/hilgemann32werner


ALTA EDAD MEDIA



Fuente: H. Kinder y W. Hilgemann, Atlas histórico
mundial (I): de los orígenes a la revolución francesa, Akal,
Madrid, 2006.

http://www.casadellibro.com/libros/hilgemann-werner/hilgemann32werner


Fuente: H. Kinder y W. Hilgemann, Atlas histórico
mundial (I): de los orígenes a la revolución francesa, Akal,
Madrid, 2006.

http://www.casadellibro.com/libros/hilgemann-werner/hilgemann32werner


Early Middle Age
& Modern Age



Conquest & Repopulation
1.- Northern repopulation

• Duero river as a frontier: Galicia, León, Norte de Castilla
• “Presura” and lordly repopulation
• Fortress cities and burgeois/trading cities

2.- Borders and “Extremaduras"
• 1085 the conquest of Toledo: frontier system
• Privileges and repopulation freedom
• Military orders

3.- Expansion in the 13th century
• Andalucía, Murcia, Mallorca, Valencia
• Maintenance of the settlers and end of the frontier

4.- 14th and 15th centuries
• Economic crisis and civil war in Castilla 
• Monarchy, nobility and “payeses de la remensa"
• Granada`s conquest



Feudalism in Catalunya

Sources:
– Usatges de Barcelona
– Costumes de Catalunya
– Commemoracions de Pere Albert
– Liber feudorum major

7th century:  The Franks and the Hispanic “Marca”
Districts ruled by Counts or comites

Officers appointed by the king
County’s Administration on behalf of the king
Tax entitlement

First stage
Comites:

Second stage
Vicecomites:

Assigned by vasalage and benefice
Heritables relationships
De facto Independence  
Vicecomites bonded to Comites by vasalage and benefice

Ustages codex presentation to 
Pedro III of Aragón y II of Cataluña

http://www.uv.es/correa/troncal/catalunya.pdf


Catalonian Feudal Hierarchy

Count of Barcelona
(princeps)

Other Counts

Viscounts,
Feudatory Lords

"Comitores" or "Compdors"
"Vasvessores"

Supreme Judge/court
High Justice

Incomplete
Jurisdiction

(Mixto Imperio)Barons o
"rics homes"

Re-fief to
milites o cavallers

Fief government and administration assistants

Viscount
vassals



Feudalism in Castilla

Strongest Royal Power:
Taxes: “yantar", "justicia", "moneda" and

"fonsadera"

Strongest royal justice:
exclusive jurisdiction on crimes: 

treason, maliciousness, arson, rape
appeal in towns and lordships

Vasalage and Benefice are NOT linked

Solid Royal Power from the 13th century

Compendium breve et pulcherrimum in 

materia consuetudinum Feudorum

Author: Tommai, Pietro

Originally published: Colonia 1508

http://daten.digitale-sammlungen.de/~db/0002/bsb00020113/images
http://www.digital-collections.de/index.html?c=autoren_index&l=en&ab=Tommai,+Pietro
http://www.digital-collections.de/index.html?c=zeit_index&l=en&kl=1508

