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During the 20th century desertification has pro​gressed; the land and quality of the soil have degraded. Between  15% (GLASOD) and 24% (GLADA) of the land surface are degraded. In the 21st century, anthropogenic and climatic factors will further degrade the soil due to pover​ty, market-driven expansion of agricultural production and depletion of aquifers in drylands. With climate change the number and intensity of droughts will increase and the vicious circle of drought, forced migration leading to political crises and conflicts may exacerbate threats for human, national and international security. 

There is a high probability that climate change impacts, growing water stress, biodiversity loss and increasing desertification, land degradation and drought (DLDD) may all contribute to future food crises, unless extraordinary and innovative strategies, policies and measures are launched now for coping with these multiple security-relevant challenges that may negatively reinforce each other threatening the survival of billions of people, most particular in drylands. 

On the background of these dramatic trends, soil security emerges as a new concept of human, national and international security. It calls for a political process of securitization of DLDD issues based on a diagnosis of interactions between natural and societal causes. In this study:

· securitizing the ground implies creating a wider global political awareness of DLDD and their societal consequences, making combating DLDD a key international political commitment and upgrading DLDD to the security realm; 

· grounding security includes reactive and proactive short-, medium- and long-term strategies for coping with soil insecurity by exposing its manifold societal, envi​ron​mental and economic consequences.

Recog​nizing future challenges under current climate change scenarios and contributing to a process of political co-operation, anticipatory learning can forge crisis prevention. Efforts towards a proactive security policy and related measures on DLDD are more effective for reducing the costs of potential political security threats that have been iden​tified by the UN, OSCE and NATO.

Anticipatory learning requires a debate on longer-term chal​lenges and a mutual understanding of relevant responses. The study advocates a multi​dis​ciplinary search for strategies to cope with the root causes of conflicts and their socio-eco​no​mic implications. 

A political move by governments and international organizations to securitize DLDD should upgrade UNCCD initiatives to enhance soil security to secure the livelihoods and survival of affected, often poor and margina​lized people whose source of livelihood is threatened by multiple crises and who often lack the financial and administrative capacities of a strong state. The study can be downloadable from http://www.unccd.int
