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encompasses conflicts over the shape of social life, whether on the
shop floor, within the family, or in the realm of the state and the
world economy. The quest for a good society is also enduringly a part
of political life.

Thejournal dealswith all aspects of politics, with particular emphasis
on radical approaches. The specific articles deal with an extremely
wide range of substantive topics, but in recent years has been particu-
larly concerned with the relationship between class and state, the po-
litics of gender, politics and underdevelopment, the transformation of
the state in advanced capitalism, microfoundations of class theory,
and the state in socialist societies.

Contributions are welcome from people of many disciplines, and they
may take the form of theoretical essays, historical investigations, phi-
losophical reflections, and empirical research. Politics & Society is
committed to developing Marxist, post-Marxist, and other radical
perspectives and examination of what Robert Lynd once called "some
outrageous hypothesis'.
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Abstracts

Political Behavior, Vol. 16, N° 2, 1994

THE PERSIAN GULF WAR'SIMPACT ON
AMERICANS POLITICAL

Stephen Earl Bennett

Does war increase Americans normally low levels of political informa-
tion? Data from the Center for Political Studies' Political Consequences of
War Study, which plumbed Americans information about the Persian
Gulf War, suggest it does, albeit dlightly. Criticisms of mass public com-
petence to influence foreign policy lose some of their sting, but there re-
main grounds for concern about theh quality of public opinion. Old
knowledge aids in the acquisition of new, and most people were too unin-
formed to beneficit much form intensive media coverage of the Gulf cri-
Sis.

ETHOS, IDEOLOGY, AND PARTISANSHIP:
EXPLORING THE PARADOX OF
CONSERVATIVE DEMOCRATS

Edward G. Carminesand Michael Berkman

Despite the increasingly liberal cast of the national Democrartic party,
self-identified conservatives continue to represent a significant segment of
the party. At least 25 percent of Democratic identifiers considered them-
selves to be conservavtives during 1972-1988 period. This paper explores
the puzzle of why significant numbers of political conservatives continue
to identify with the Democratic Party. We argue the conservative Democ-
rats relate to their party not because of political ideology, as do Republi-
cans and to a lesser extent, liberal/morate Democrats, but because of the
symbolic values associated with the main groups in the party —what we
refer to as party ethos. This proposition is examined by analyzing a new
set of open-ended questions included in the 1988 American National Elec-
tion Stuy probing citizens' images and assessments of the Republican and
Democratic parties.
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SURVEY RESEARCH AND RACIALLY
CHARGED ELECTIONS:
THE CASE OF DAVID DUKE IN LOUISIANA

Susan E.Howell and Robert T. Sims

Accuracy in measuring vote intention has become a particular problem in
elections involving candidadtes who take conservative positions on racial
issues and who emphasize these issues in their campaigns. Consistent un-
derstatement of support for such candidates in preelection polls would
seem to indicate a reluctance on the part of some survey respondents to
honestly express their vote intention, perhaps due to the fear that their in-
tended action might be interpreted as an expression of racism. This re-
search, which utilizes surveys conducted during the 1991 L ouisiana gov-
ernor's elections in which David Duke was prominently featured, attempts
to develop more accurate alternative measures of support for racially con-
servative candidates. The findings indicate that more accurate and valid
vote intention measures can be constructed through the use of candidate
image variables. The findings also call into question the practice of at-
tempting to develop more accurate measures of vote intenion through
simple reallocation of undecided voters based solely on race.

ETHNICITY AND POLITICAL PARTICIPATION:
A COMPARISON BETWEEN ASIAN AND
MEXICAN AMERICANS

Pei-teLien

Wat is ethnicity and how does it matter for political participation? Previ-
ous research has shown that the participatory disparity of Asian Ameri-
cans, as different from latinos, cannot be explained with sociodemo-
graphic and group consciousness variables. Adopting the view of a grow-
ing body of scholars who think ethnicity is an evolving rather than a static
phenomenon, this study proposes multidimensional measures of ethnicity
for two immigrant groups. Reexamining part of the 1984 data set that con-
taints a unique oversampling of Asian and Mexican Americans in Califor-
nia, it is found that the two groups, despite a huge socioeconomic gap,
bear similar ethnicty and participation structures. For both groups, accul-
turation increases participation; attachment to homeland culture does not
necessarily discourage participation; and the role of group consciousness
is much more complex than previously conceived.
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IDEOLOGICAL POSITION, LEADERS
CHARISMA, AND VOTING PREFERENCES:
PERSONAL VS. PARTISAN ELECTIONS

Boas Shamir

The study compared the relationships between voting preferences and two
preditors. voters ideological position and the perceived charisma of poli-
tica leaders, under two conditions: partisan elections and personal elec-
tions. It aso examined whether these relationships are moderated by the
ideological extremity of the parties standing for election and by voters
personal disposition to ascribe importance to leadership. The study was
carried out a short time before the last genera elections in Israel. Two
comparable samples were used: one focused on relatively moderate par-
ties and their leaders, and the other on more extreme parties and leaders.
In both samples, voters ideological position was strongly related to leard-
ers perceived charisma and to voting preferences, but leaders' perceived
charisma added significantly to the predicion of voting preferences, espe-
cialy under conditions of persona elections. In combination, voters
idelogical position and leaders charisma perceptions predicted voting
preferences very accurately. These relationships were not affected by the
two hypothesized moderators.



