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Seaborne trade: share of developing countries
Tonnes

% share of tonnes. Source: Review of Maritime Transport





Average waiting times of container ships at port in hours, monthly





Overall positive long-term trends
• Trade Facilitation indicators of WTO and OECD
• UNCTAD TrainForTrade port network KPI
• UN survey on cross-border trade
• ASYCUDA case studies
• Time in port AIS data
• CIF/FOB ratios
• LPI time series
• Port handling KPIs
• Port modernization and 

private sector investments
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Freight rates 
surged during 

Covid
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Covid: 
Supply crunch as 
ships spent more 

time (+20%) 
in ports

Red Sea: 
Supply crunch 

as ships 
spend more 
time (+9%) 

at sea

SCFI (Shanghai Comprehensive Container Freight Rate Index)
2009 to 20 February 2025

Source: JH, based on data from Clarksons SIN



SIMULATED IMPACT OF CONTAINER FREIGHT RATE SURGES
Hardest hit are SIDS
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Seaborne trade: share of developing countries
Tonnes

% share of tonnes. Source: Review of Maritime Transport







Time in port (hours)

UNCTAD, Review of Maritime Transport 2024
Based on data provided by Clarksons Research.
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•  Energy transition/ decarbonization / climate
•  Resilience / data / supply chains
•  Port reforms/ investments / PPPs
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