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AGREEMENT FOR A PROGRAM OF ACADEMIC COOPERATION BETWEEN 

UNIVERSITY OF NORTH FLORIDA and UNIVERSITAT DE VALÈNCIA 

- DUAL DEGREE ARTICULATION AGREEMENT - 
 
 

 
Parties: 

 
University North Florida, hereinafter also referred to as UNF, Coggin College of Business, 

located at 1 UNF Drive Building 50 Room 50, Jacksonville, Florida 32224-7699, United States, 

and represented by Karen Patterson Ph.D., Provost and Vice President for Academicand 

Student Affairs, with full powers in regard to this Agreement; 

 
and 

 
Universitat de València, hereinafter also referred to as “UV”, located in Valencia, Spain, at 

the address Avinguda Blasco Ibáñez, number 13, (46010) Valencia and tax identification 

number Q-4618001-D and represented by Prof. Mª Vicenta Mestre, Rector Magnifica of the 

Universitat de València, a position she holds according to the Decree 25/2022, of 11 March 

from the Valencian Government, published in the DOGV, issue 2022/9297, as 

representative of the Universitat de València, under the powers of the Statutes of the 

Universitat de València-Estudi General, with full powers in regard to this Agreement 

 
 
 

 
STATE 

 

 
1. Both universities have objectives and interests in the teaching, scientific, technological 

and cultural fields. For this purpose, a cooperation agreement was signed in the TABSA 
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(TransAtlantic Business School Alliance) framework, to which both universities belong, 

and is currently in effect. 

 
2. Both parties are interested in extending their mutual collaboration to include a more 

detailed agreement related to the exchange of students in a Double Degree program. 

This agreement is expected to facilitate an active exchange and expand opportunities 

for participating students, in particular in the area of International Business. 

 
3. Among its degrees, the Universitat de València offers an undergraduate degree in 

International Business. The University of North Florida offers among its undergraduate 

degrees the Bachelor of Business Administration. 

 
4. Both parties wish to expand their mutual ties to include a more detailed agreement 

related to the exchange of students who will participate in a dual degree program. It is 

hoped that this agreement will facilitate an active exchange and expand opportunities 

for participating students, in particular in the area of International Business. 

 
Given the above, the Universitat de València and University of North Florida hereby agree 

to formalize this collaboration agreement with the following: 

 
 
 

 
CLAUSES 

I. Object of the Agreement 

 
The objective of this agreement is to implement a Dual degree program between the 

Universitat de València and the University of North Florida. Through this agreement 

students of the university studies that are mentioned below are provided to the obtaining 

of the two official university degrees issued by the two university institutions, that is, the 

University Degree in International Business from the University of Valencia and the Bachelor 

of Business Administration from the University of North Florida. 
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Undergraduate students who study Degrees in International Business at the Universitat de 

València and Bachelor of Business Administration at the University of North Florida will take 

part in this program. 

 
To this end, this agreement establishes the general requirements that the students 

participating in this Dual degree program will have to fulfill and by means of which a part of 

the studies taken at the university of origin will be reciprocally recognized. Likewise, this 

agreement will establish the number of credits and the name of the modules or subjects of 

the study plans that students will have to take in each of the universities. All these aspects 

are specified in the document that is attached as Annex I to this agreement. 

 
II. Student Exchanges 

 
1. UNF and UV undertake to exchange five (5) new degree-seeking students per year. 

 
2. UNF students will elect to undertake a two-year course of study in the Dual Degree 

Program at UV. UV students will elect to undertake two years of study in the Dual Degree 

Program at UNF. 

 
3. The course of study for UV students shall consist of nine (9) semesters, five (5) of which 

will be at UNF and four (4) of which will be at UV. The course of study for UNF students shall 

consist of ten (10) semesters, six (6) of which will be at UNF and four (4) of which will be at 

UV 

 
4. The program of study for students seeking the dual degree is as follows: 

 

Academic Term UV Students UNF Students 

1 Academic studies at UV Academic studies at UNF 

2 Academic studies at UV Academic studies at UNF 

3 Academic studies at UV Academic studies at UNF 

4 Academic studies at UV Academic studies at UNF 

5 (Summer) N/A Academic studies at UNF 

6 Academic studies at UNF Academic studies at UV 

7 Academic studies at UNF Academic studies at UV 
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8 (Summer) Academic studies at UNF  

9 Academic studies at UNF Academic studies at UV 

10 Internship in the USA Internship in Spain or in other 

country 

11 (Summer) N/A Academic studies at UNF 

 
Annex 1 shows the course load and equivalencies between UNF and UV for students 

participating in the Dual degree program. 

 
This Annex 1 will be reviewed by the Monitoring Committee of the Agreement every year 

to ensure consistency and reflect curricular changes at any institution. A detailed outline of 

the program of study followed by the international dual degree-seeking UV and UNF 

students will be established and communicated in writing by Program Directors of each 

institution six (6) months prior to the effective date the student exchange takes place. 

 
5. The program of study at UV will consist of regularly offered courses taught in English or 

Spanish. These include (but are not necessarily limited to) courses in the areas of 

management, international business, finance and marketing. 

 
6. The program of study at UNF will consist of regularly offered courses taught in English. 

These include (but are not necessarily limited to) courses in the areas of management, 

finance, economics, operations or marketing. A majority of these courses will be taught by 

regular UNF faculty. 

 
7. Both universities shall recognize the subjects and acquired competences in the study 

periods at the home and host institutions. Both institutions shall recognize completed 

credits from the home institution within their own degree program. 

 
8. Both institutions shall agree on a conversion chart of the existing qualification and 

assessment systems at each institution. In case of modification, this shall be validated by 

the person in charge of the program at each institution. 



Page 5 / 18 

 

 

9. To the degree reasonably possible, each institution will make internship opportunities 

available to students as part of their exchange program requirements. The internships will 

be in students’ areas of concentration. 

 
10. Parity in number of exchange students is required over the term of the Agreement. For 

the purpose of calculating parity, one (1) academic year student is equal to (a) two (2) one- 

semester students. Allowance can be made for small imbalances on a semester or annual 

basis, but such imbalances should not exceed the equivalent of five students per year and 

shall be resolved by the end of the term. The host institution will have the final decision on 

how many exchange students it is willing to accept for any given year. 

 
11. The institutions will review the balance every four (4) years. 

 
12. In the event of not exhausting the places provided by the Dual Degree program, 

universities may select exchange students for one semester or annual (two semesters) so 

that the remaining semesters are completed. 

 
III. Publicity 

 
1. Each institution shall include a description of the Dual Degree program, including degree 

requirements, in printed materials available to students and on its website. 

 
2. Each party may use the name of the other for the purpose of promoting the objectives 

identified in Article I of this Agreement. 

 
IV. Attention to Students 

 
1. The institutions agree to notify each other of emergency situations involving their 

respective exchange students. Upon arrival, each student shall provide the host institution 

with the names, addresses, and telephone numbers of two individuals who may be 

contacted in case of emergency with regard to the student. 

2. Each institution will assist students in finding appropriate housing, whether on campus 

or off campus. The student is solely responsible for the cost of his/her housing. 
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V. Selection of Participants 

 
1. UV students must apply to UNF for participation in the program by April 1 for all courses 

of studies, including international dual degrees, academic year, semester or summer 

session exchanges. UNF students must apply to UV for participation in the program until 

the end of May for study during the fall semester. Both institutions agree to accept students 

who have been selected by the other institution to participate in the respective degree 

programs on a reciprocal basis. 

 
2. Each institution will forward to the partner institution only its most qualified applicants 

each year. Each institution will have the final authority to determine which students from 

the partner institution will be allowed to undertake a course of study, provided that neither 

institution shall determine qualified applicants on the basis of any non-educational criteria, 

including, but not limited to race, color, age, gender, national origin, marital status or 

religion. Anyway, both institutions agree to select students by objective and specific criteria, 

based on equality, merit and ability. 

 
3. Each institution shall take all reasonable and legally mandated steps to provide access to 

the program to persons with physical disabilities. 

 
4. Each institution will require of any student participant a minimum acceptable level of 

competency in the language of the host institution. 

 
5. Students will follow the application requirements and procedures established by the 

partner institution. 

 
VI. Costs 

 
1. Exchange students will be charged a tuition fee at the home institution and not at the 

host institution. The institutions therefore agree to exchange students on the basis of no- 

fees reciprocity. 
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2. Exchange students at both institutions will be provided access to internet services, labs, 

library materials and other educational and social facilities that are available free of charge 

to the regularly enrolled students of their respective institution. 

 
3. The cost of travel, room and board, required immunizations, and other personal 

expenses are the responsibility of each student and shall be paid from his/her own funds. 

 
4. Each student must pay the administrative fees corresponding to the host university, such 

as school insurance, the university card and the certificate of academic record. 

 
5. In the event a student is required to retake a particular course, he/she will be responsible 

for any expenses associated with repeating the course. 

 
6. Each student will be responsible for his/her own visa application and associated costs. If 

the student requires an enrollment confirmation or invitation letter from the host 

institution prior to studies to secure a visa or grant, this confirmation shall be sent as early 

as possible by the host institution. 

 
7. Each exchange student will be required to obtain, at his/her cost, an insurance to cover 

health care services and repatriation, and, where appropriate, a civil liability insurance 

 
VII. Coordination of Curricula and Academic Policies 

 
1. The institutions will cooperate in coordinating their curricula, academic policies and 

requirements of the degree object of this agreement in order to ensure mutually 

coordinated curricular requirements, grade equivalency, academic remediation, and the 

like. 

 
2. With this motive, a Monitoring Commission of the Agreement will be set up responsible 

for the coordination and administrative management of the exchange under this 

agreement. Each of the universities will appoint their coordinators or coordinators who will 

be part of the joint committee to monitor the agreement and that will be specified in the 

Annex 2. 
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VIII. Degree Requirements 

 
Upon successful completion of the courses of studies each Dual Degree Program student 

will receive two official degrees that have received positive verification from the 

correspondent National Agencies: 

 
a. The Bachelor of Business Administration from UNF, with 120 semester credit 

hours which is equivalent to 240 ECTS (4 years) 

b. The Degree in International Business from UV, with 240 ECTS (4 years) 

 
1. In order to achieve the Bachelor of Business Administration from UNF, UV students must 

complete: 

 
a. A total of 120 US credits, including 60 US credits awarded by UNF (details 

included in the Annex 1 to this agreement). 

 
2. In order to achieve the International Bachelor of Business Administration from UV, UNF 

students must complete (details included in the Annex 1 to this agreement): 

 
a. A total of 240 ECTS credits, including 114 ECTS awarded by UV as follows: 

- 210 ECTS of regular coursework 

- 24 ECTS internship (outside of home country) 

- 6 ECTS for the Bachelor thesis 

 
Each of the universities that adhere to this agreement will be responsible for keeping the 

academic records of the students participating in this Dual degree program, as well as 

registering and issuing the corresponding title. 

 
IX. Academic and Disciplinary Rules 

 
1. Either party, at the request of the other, at any time during the academic period, will 

provide to the requesting party a copy of its student handbook and faculty handbook, or 

equivalent materials, addressing policies covering matters of academic responsibility and 

social discipline. 



Page 9 / 18 

 

 

 

 
2. The academic requirements of both institutions shall be respected, and all current, 

applicable policies covering matters of academic responsibility and social discipline will be 

carefully followed. 

 
3. Each party reserves the right to withdraw or expel any student from its program or 

facilities if such participant’s conduct or work is not in accordance with the policies or 

procedures of the institution or is detrimental to others. 

 
4. Any termination of a student participant will be executed only at the end of a specific 

work/school/academic period unless the termination is for material breach of the host 

institution’s rules, policies or procedures, in which event termination may be immediate. 

Anyway, it will be necessary the pertinent disciplinary procedure. 

 
5. Each institution shall provide an orientation session and materials for exchange students, 

and each institution shall assure that all participants are made aware of those actions which 

may result in withdrawal or expel for cause. 

 
X. Term of Agreement 

 
1. The present agreement shall be passed by each institution’s relevant Bodies and signed 

by their respective Rectors or heads and shall enter into on the date of the final signature 

hereto. 

 
2. The duration of this agreement is four (4) years, unless denounced by twelve (12) month 

prior written notice. 

 
3. The duration of the agreement can be extended once more by equal period at the 

initiative of any of the parties, prior written agreement, before the date of its conclusion. 

 
4. Any termination shall not detrimentally affect students who have commenced a degree 

program under this Agreement. Accordingly, no student who has commenced a degree 

program shall be deprived of the opportunity to complete such program and earn his/her 
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degree so long as completion is not delayed beyond the date that is three (3) years 

subsequent to the date upon which such student commenced the degree program. 

 
XI. Legal Requirements 

 
1. In accordance with the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974, 20 U.S.C. § 

1232g, its implementing regulations, 32 C.F.R. Part 99 (“FERPA”), Section 228.091, Florida 

Statutes and UNF regulation, and in accordance with laws and regulations of Spain and UV, 

the parties agree to fully maintain the confidentiality of students educational records, 

releasing the same only in compliance with all applicable law and regulation. Each 

participating student will grant permission in writing for the host institution to send a 

transcript of subjects, credits and grades to the home institution at the end of each term. 

 
2. Either UNF or UV may unilaterally cancel this Agreement at any time for the refusal of 

the other party to allow public access to all documents, papers, letters and other materials 

open to public inspection under the laws of their respective states and nations. 

 
3. In accordance with UNF’s regional accrediting body, the Southern Association of Schools 

and Colleges Commission on Colleges (SACSCOC) requires timely access to UV’s materials, 

physical site(s) and personnel in conjunction with accreditation activities. 

 
XII. Responsibilities 

 
1. The parties to this Agreement are acting as independent contractors. With respect to 

employee compensation for services provided in connection with this Agreement, each 

party shall be responsible for its own employees’ compensation, withholding taxes, 

workers’ compensation, and other employment-related taxes. 

 
2. This agreement and the agreements contained herein may not be assigned by either 

institution without the prior written consent of the other. 

 
3. This Agreement shall not be exclusive, and UV and UNF are free to establish dual degree 

programs with other institutions. 
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XIII. Legal Rules and Conflict Resolution 

 
This Agreement shall be governed and construed under the laws of the State of Florida and 

United States with respect to UNF, and the laws of Spain with respect to UV. The parties 

shall cooperate mutually to resolve any disputes or misunderstandings by collaboration and 

discussions. 

 
XIV. Address for Service 

 
Any notice to either party hereunder shall be in writing signed by the party giving it and 

mailed postage prepaid by international first class, certified, or express mail and addressed 

as follows: 

 
To UNF: To UV-FdE: 

University of North Florida Universitat de València, Facultat d’Economia 

1 UNF Drive Campus dels Tarongers sn 

Jacksonville, Florida, 32224-7699 46022 Valencia 

United States of America Spain 

Attn.: Director of the International Attn.: Vice-Dean of International Relations 

Business Flagship Program 

 
or to such other addressee as may be hereafter designated by written notice. All such 

notices shall be effective only when received by the addressee. 

 
XV. Changes 

 
None of the terms and provisions of this Agreement may be amended, supplemented, 

waived or changed orally, but any may be amended by written agreement of the parties. 

Any amendment, supplement, waiver or change to this Agreement may be made effective 

at any time during the academic period, as agreed in writing by the parties. 

 
XVI. Causes of Dissolution 

 
This agreement will be extinguished for any of the following causes: 
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Annex 1: Dual Degree International Business Program 

University of North Florida, Coggin College of Business & Universidad de Valencia 

 
The International Business Flagship Program is proposing an undergraduate dual degree program, 
with a major in International Business. 

In addition to meeting other UNF and UV requirements, all candidates must complete an admission 

interview by their home school. All dual degree students will spend 2 years at each university. 
Students will take a minimum of 45 hours at UNF with at least 15 at the upper division. 

 
All students will complete the requirements for the UNF BBA in International Business and the 

requirements for UV-FdE’s Degree in International Business. Instruction will be in both English and 

Spanish. Although UNF students will be given the opportunity to take all classes in English, 
proficiency through Intermediate Spanish II is required of UNF students so UNF students must 
continue to take Spanish language during each semester in the program. Students who have 
demonstrated higher-level Spanish language proficiency will be encouraged to take business classes 
offered in Spanish. Students will complete both an internship and a thesis before graduating. 

 
The three pillars of the International Business Major have been: 1) foreign language, 2) an internship 
and 3) study abroad. In comparison to the traditional IB major the dual degree program will have 7 
semesters of Spanish language compared to 4 in the current program; will have an internship of at 
least 240 hours that must be completed abroad compared to 200 hours that can be completed in 
the US for the current program; and will require 4 semesters abroad compared to a minimum of 4 
weeks in the current program. 

 

A Comparison of the Three Pillars of the International Business Program 
 Current BBA International 

Business at UNF 
Degree in International Business 
at UV 

Foreign language requirement 4 semesters of college level 
language 

7 semesters of college level 
Spanish 

Internship requirement 180 hours at a domestic or 
international location at an 
organization doing international 
business 

240 hours at an organization 
doing international business 

Study abroad requirement 4 weeks or more 4 semesters 
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Annex 2: 

 
Composition of the Monitoring Committee of the Agreement 

As a representative of the University of North Florida, it is appointed Prof. Dr. Andrés Gallo, Director of the International Business 
Flagship Program. 

As representatives of the Universitat de València it is appointed Prof. Dr. Asunción Hernández, Vice-Dean of International Relations and 
the Dual Degree Coordinator of the Degree in International Business. 




