PAGE  
1

	questionnaire

the social economy in the european union
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Name of interviewee: ………………………………………………………………………………

Institution / Organisation: …………………………………………………………………………

Country: ……………………………………………………………………………………………

Introduction

“In the private sector there are numerous organisations and enterprises that produce goods and services to improve people’s quality of life that do not correspond to a traditional capitalist business model. The legal form of these organisations and enterprises differs from one country to another, but they often take the form of Cooperatives, Mutual Societies, Associations and Foundations. These are collectively known as the Third Sector of economies or as the Social Economy”.

I. National acceptation of the concept of “Social Economy” 

1. Could you tell us whether the concept of “Social Economy” is recognised in your country?








  
      Little/Not at all
Moderately   A lot




By the public authorities:


By Social Economy companies and their federations:

By the academic/scientific world:
2. Which other concepts related to “Social Economy” enjoy scientific, political or social recognition in your country?








        Little/Not at all
  Moderately      A lot


Social enterprises...................................................


Non-profit sector..................................................


Third sector............................................................


Others - please specify..........................................

3. Are there any platform of the Social Economy Sector or any federative entities that represent this Sector in your country?




Yes

No

If the answer is yes, please specify which entities:

        Name:……………………….            Web: http://www...

        Name:……………………….            Web: http://www...

        Name:……………………….            Web: http://www...

4. Please provide us with any noteworthy references of studies (if possible, with their English or French translation) published in recent years or websites of interest that offer information on the situation of the Social Economy, its components or related concepts in your country?


............................................................................................. Web: http://www...


............................................................................................. Web: http://www...


............................................................................................. Web: http://www...


............................................................................................. Web: http://www...


.............................................................................................

II. The components of the “Social Economy”

In this second section we ask you to identify the main types of institutional forms (enterprises and organisations) that, in your opinion, are included in the sector of the “Social Economy” in your country and to provide us with an overview of each institutional form, bearing in mind the items mentioned below:

5. Which of the following institutional forms do you consider to belong to the field of the “Social Economy” in your country or, if applicable, to a related concept that you consider more widely accepted?









        Yes
Not sure       No


Cooperatives.......................................................


Mutual societies..................................................


Associations........................................................


Foundations........................................................


Others (please specify)......................................

6. Please provide us with information regarding aggregate data from your country –number of enterprises, jobs, volunteers- with regard to said institutional forms, preferably as recent as possible?

	           Cooperatives and 

                other similar 

               accepted forms
	      Mutual Societies 

       and other similar

          accepted forms
	           Associations, foundations

  and other similar accepted forms

	- Cooperative Banks

(year …. : ....... jobs

               ........enterprises)

- Agricultural Cooperatives

(year …. : ....... jobs

               ........enterprises)

- Worker Cooperatives

(year …. : ....... jobs

               ........enterprises)

- Consumer Cooperatives

(year …. : ....... jobs

               ........enterprises)

- Co-op. Insurances

(year …. : ....... jobs

               ........enterprises)

- Housing Cooperatives
(year …. : ....... jobs

               ........enterprises)

- Others (p.e. Tourism, Education)
(year …. : ....... jobs

               ........enterprises)


	- Mutuals Benefit Societies
(year …. : ....... jobs

               ........enterprises)

- Mutual Insurance companies
(year …. : ....... jobs

               ........enterprises)

- Others 

(year …. : ....... jobs

               ........enterprises)


	- Social Action Associations

(year …. : ....... jobs

                ........volunteers

               ........enterprises)

- Health Associations 

(year …. : ....... jobs

               ........volunteers

              ........enterprises)

- Research and Education

Associations

(year …. : ....... jobs

                ........volunteers

               ........enterprises)

- Foundations

(year …. : ....... jobs

                 ........volunteers

              ........enterprises)

- Others (p.e. culture & sport)
(year …. : ....... jobs

                   ........volunteers

            ........enterprises)

	         (year  …. : ....... jobs

               ........enterprises)


	      (year  …. : ....... jobs

               ........enterprises)


	(year …. : ....... jobs

                ........volunteers

               ........enterprises)


7. Could you name a few representative cases of this type of enterprises in your country, specifying why they are particularly representative?

……………………….   http://...

……………………….   http://...

……………………….   http://...

……………………….   http://...

……………………….   http://...

……………………….   http://...

III. Legislation and public policies directed at the “Social Economy”

8. Do the different institutional forms of the Social Economy mentioned in section 5 have a clearly differentiated legal status; for example, a specific Law? 









        Yes
   No

If yes, date of the Law

- Cooperatives.......................................................




……………….

- Mutual societies..................................................




……………….

- Associations........................................................




……………….

- Foundations........................................................




……………….

- Others (please specify.......................................




……………….
9. Do the different institutional forms of the Social Economy mentioned in section 5 enjoy a more specific tax treatment than traditional private companies? 









         Yes
   No


- Cooperatives.......................................................


- Mutual societies..................................................


- Associations........................................................


- Foundations........................................................


- Others (please specify)......................................


If Yes, specify :  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . 

10. Which is the public authority that has officially the competence for the “Social Economy” or its components in your country?

1. Name: …………………….

2. Name: …………………….

3. Name: …………………….

4. None

What are the main policies put in place by this authority and directed specifically at this sector?


.............................................................................................


.............................................................................................


.............................................................................................


.............................................................................................

IV. Tendencies

Please summarise your view of recent developments and tendencies in the sector of the Social Economy in your country?


.............................................................................................


.............................................................................................


.............................................................................................


.............................................................................................


.............................................................................................


.............................................................................................


.............................................................................................


.............................................................................................

What role could this social economy sector play in terms of the principal social and economic challenges existing in your country (employment, competitiveness, social cohesion, democracy, innovation, etc.)?


.............................................................................................


.............................................................................................


.............................................................................................


.............................................................................................


.............................................................................................


.............................................................................................


.............................................................................................


.............................................................................................

Should you have any queries, problems or comments, please do not hesitate to contact us at

Margarita.Sebastian@uv.es
The questionnaire should preferably be sent by e-mail to the following address:

Margarita.Sebastian@uv.es (with a CC to Chavesr@uv.es)
Alternatively, you can send it by fax to the following number:
(00 34) 96 382 84 89

Thank you very much for your help.
































































































































































































































































































































































