	European directives


According to the European directives, of April 22th, 1999 relating to the fixing of limiting values for sulphur dioxide, nitrogen dioxide and nitrogen oxides, the particles and the lead in the ambient air, and of November 16th, 2000 concerning the values limit for benzene and monoxide of carbon in the ambient air. The principal existing values are provided in the table below. 

The directive n° 1999/30/CE can be downloaded in its entirety here, and the directive n° 2000/69/CE can be downloaded here. 
	Pollutants
	Limits values 
	Warning level

	NO2 
	On annual average :
2004: 52 µg/m3, linearly decreasing in the course of time. 
2010: 40 µg/m3. 

On time average :
2004: 18 goings beyond of 260 µg/m3 (decreasing linearly in the course of time) to the maximum.
Until 2010: 200 µg/m3 not to be exceeded more than 2% of time. 
2010: 18 goings beyond of 200 µg/m3 to the maximum. 
	400 µg/m3 on time average over 3 hours consecutive. 

	NOx 
	On annual average (equivalent NO2): 30 µg/m3 (protection of the vegetation).
	

	SO2 
	Calendar year (1/1 au 31/12) :
On annual average (for the ecosystems): 20 µg/m3.

On average per day:
2000-2005: 3 goings beyond of 125 µg/m3 to the maximum.

On time average:
2004: 24 goings beyond of 380 µg/m3 (decreasing linearly in the course of time) to the maximum.
2005: 24 goings beyond of 350 µg/m3 to the maximum.

Tropical year (1/4 au 31/3):
On day average until 2004: 250 µg/m3 not to be exceeded more than 2% of time. 
80 µg/m3 not to be exceeded more than 50% of time.

Winter (1/10 au 31/3):
On winter average (for the ecosystems): 20 µg/m3.

On day average until 2004:
130 µg/m3 not to be exceeded more than 50% of time.
	500 µg/m3 on time average over 3 hours consecutive.

	Lead
	On average annual
2004: 0.6 µg/m3, decreasing linearly in the course of time.
2005: 0.5 µg/m3. 
	

	Black 
smoked
	Tropical year (1/4 au 31/3):
On day average until 2004:
250 µg/m3 not to be exceeded more than 2% of time.
80 µg/m3 not to be exceeded more than 50% of time. 

Winter (1/10 au 31/3):
On average day labourer until 2004: 130 µg/m3 not to be exceeded more than 50% of time. 
	

	PM10 
(Fine dust particles, less than or equal to 10 micrometers in diameter)
	The annual average :
2004: 41.6 µg/m3 decreasing linearly in the course of time. 
2005: 40 µg/m3.
2010: 20 µg/m3.

On day average:
2004: 35 goings beyond of 55 µg/m3 to the maximum. 
2005: 35 goings beyond of 50 µg/m3 to the maximum. 
2010: 7 goings beyond of 50 µg/m3 to the maximum.
	

	CO
	On average over 8 hours:
2004: 12 000 µg/m3, decreasing linearly in the course of time.
2005: 10 000 µg/m3. 
	

	Benzene
	On annual average 
2001-2005: 10 µg/m3, decreasing linearly in the course of time.
2010: 5 µg/m3. 
	



According to the European directive of February 12th, 2002 relating to ozone in the ambient air. The principal existing values are provided in the table below. 

The directive n° 2002/3/CE can be downloaded in its entirety here. 
	Pollutants
	Target values 
	Quality objectives
	Information level
	Warning level

	O3 
	Health protection threshold:
On average over 8 hours:
120 µg/m3, not to exceed more than 25 days per year (calculated average over 3 years). 

Vegetation protection thresholds:
AOT 40* from May to July of 8h with 20h:
18 000 µg/m3/h. (calculated average over 5 years).
	Health protection threshold:
On average over 8 hours: 120 µg/m3. 




Vegetation protection thresholds:
AOT 40* from May to July of 8h with 20h: 
6 000 µg/m3/h. 
	180 µg/m3 on time average.
	240 µg/m3 on time average.



* AOT 40 (expressed in µg/m3 per hour) means the sum of the differences between the time concentrations higher than 80 µg/m3 (= 40 ppb or left per billion) and 80 µg/m3 during one period given by using only the values on 1 hour measured daily between 8 hours and 20 hours. 

