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OBJECTIVE

The goal of this work is offer a specific tool for identify scams on academic health journals, through
the analysis of their acomplisment of selected quality sources criteria.

METHODS

In order to work with a specific list of health journals, we began making a selection, getting journals
from multidisciplinary black lists, and journals coming from lists offered by academic literature. After
that, we selected different sources, all of them focused on quality of academic journals or, specially,
on academic health journals (16 sources). The work ends checking the journals of our list with all
these sources, to verify if they are indexed on, or meet the quality criteria, and so, getting a clearer
picture of the scams journals on academic health literature.
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1-. GETTING A HEALTH JOURNALS LIST

e Journals coming from black lists:

There are many black lists of potentially scam publications. One of the premises of our work was
we had to work with open black lists:

e Beall List

e Stop Predatory Journals
e Kscien List

e No DOAJ

All these sources are multidisciplinary, not focused on health sciences. In order to obtain a health
journals list, the next step was to detect and select them, using the keywords of the MeSH
Thesaurus and reviewing the titles.

Results: 476 health journals coming from blacklist are incorporated to the analysis.

e Journals coming from specific health works:

There is a large (and growing) academic literature focused on the scam journals at specific
medical disciplines. A lot of articles offer a detailed list of scam journals in their fields, helping
researchers of that field in the difficult task of selecting a journal.

Those journals, many of them health journals, coming from lists on differents articles?, are also
incorporated to the list.

Results: 419 health journals coming from lists on specific health works.

The result of this first selection work is a final list with 895 (476 + 419) journals. All of them health
or related with health journals, and potentially predatory.

2-. SELECTING QUALITY SOURCES FOR THE ANALYSE

Once we have the final journal list, we need to select the quality sources to check journals
reliability. There are a lot of quality indicators to measure how confidence a health journal is. We
have selected the following ones:

2 See these reference at the final reference list


https://beallslist.net/
https://predatoryjournals.com/journals/
http://kscien.org/predatory.php
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1Y_Sza4rPDkf-NNX9kwiErGrKeNTM75md9B63A_gVpaQ/edit#gid=0
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1. Databases: the inclusion of a journal in these databases is a quality indicator, because the
source has strict quality criteria in their selection, or just because they are comprehensive
databases, that collect all the academic journals (or all the academic open journals), meaning
sources with title and ISSN, published by academic organisations:

Web of Science
Medline
Scopus
Ulrichweb
DOAJ

® oo oo

2. Editors recommendations: we have selected four differents editors association, with strict
criteria of quality for academic journals, and specially, health academic journals:

3. Other sources: according on our objective, we have selected any other quality sources, all of
them focused on academic journal. These sources are databases, actually, and present a list
of checked journals according their quality criteria:

a. JournalGuide
b. JournalTOC
c. Retraction Watch

3-. CHECKING JOURNALS

On one hand, we have a health journal list, potentially scams, to analyze their reliability. On the other
hand, a selection of quality sources to check the journals and have more information about what
they are and what their aim is.

Checking the journals with all those quality criteria allows us have more information about the journal
reliability, and offer more information to health researchers in order to select a journal to publish.


https://trobes.uv.es/permalink/34CVA_UV/um6gse/alma991002135189706258
https://trobes.uv.es/permalink/34CVA_UV/um6gse/alma991002189239706258
https://trobes.uv.es/permalink/34CVA_UV/um6gse/alma991002179899706258
https://ulrichsweb.serialssolutions.com/
https://doaj.org/
http://www.icmje.org/journals-following-the-icmje-recommendations/
https://www.wame.org/journals-whose-editors-belong-to-wame
https://publicationethics.org/members
https://www.ismte.org/page/MembersJournals
https://www.journalguide.com/
http://www.journaltocs.ac.uk/suggest.php#selection
http://retractiondatabase.org/RetractionSearch.aspx?
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WAY TO PRESENT THE DATA: Airtable

The tool is presented on a free software, Airtable, which works similar to Excell but with more
features: present data in the cloud, share them with users, allows users interactivity, and finally, is
possible to embed it on WordPress.

HOW TO USE THE TOOL ON AIRTABLE

Users can access to the tool on the UV Library web service: “On no publicar”

1-. First, click on “View larger version”, to expand it:

O Title Subject Country ISSN EISSN Pu
Academic Journal of Pediatrics & Me... | Pediatrics EEUU 2474-7521 Ju
2 Acta Kinesiologica Physical Fitn... Bosnia y Her.. 1840-2976 1840-3700 Dn
3 Acta Medica International Medical Scie...  India 2349-0578 2349-0896  Te¢
4 Advanced Journal of Emergency Me... | Medical Scie..  Republica Isl...  2588-400X Tel
5 Advanced Journal of Surgical Pathol... | Pathology 7853-1292 Ad
6 Advances in Biomedicine and Pharm... | Pharmacy an.. Hong Kong (.. 2313-7479 Bai
7 African Journal of Traditional, Compl... | Medical Scie...  Nigeria 0189-6016 Df
8 Aging Obstetrics a...  EEUU 1945-4589 Im:
9 Aging and neurodegeneration Neuralogy EEUU 2331-2432  2331-2424 Re
Al Ameen Journal of Medical Sciences | Medical Scie...  India 0974-1143 Sci
American Journal of Advanced Drug... | Pharmacy an.. EEUU 2321-547X Ing
12 American Journal of Advances in Me...  Medical Scie...  India 2347-2766 Ing
13 American Journal of Clinical Neurolo... | Neurology EEUU 2471-7231  2471-724X  Pu
14 American Journal of Dermatology a.. | Dermatology  EEUU 2332-8487 2332-8479  Sd
501 records
=g Airtable & Wew |arger version


https://airtable.com/shrrVPFpjf9oMLzdz/tblRP5wUJfU83lbv5/viwf1pEaWN773Eb9r?backgroundColor=green
https://investsbd.blogs.uv.es/on-publicar/fraus-editorials/
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9 Airtable @ Fraus editorials. Biblioteca Ciéncies d..

= [

B Grid view @ wudefields T rier  Ecroup  dtset S1 e Q
O & Twe - subea - [counny - s v oSN v EssN © Bubliher o+ URL + JoumsiClatio. - WOSCI_ © r Meoe © Scopus © - MER O+ DOAl O+ Ulniend
1 hcademic Journ..,  Fediatics | EEUU 2015 2anaersz suriper 3ublishe... bitpssriuniger.. (D o o o o [0 ] @
z Acta Kinesiciogica Physical Fin__ | Basnia y Her.. 2007~ 18402575 1240-2700 Drushvo fedago... hitprypwvwac . (D [ - ] o o o o [ ]
3 acla Medica Inte... Medical Scie.. | India 201 23058 248088 TeenthamkarMe. bipiwwear. (OB L] o o ™ [ -] o
+ Acta Scentise et Multidsopli., | Azebaiin 2015 400738 2519106 NefichalaUnme.  bitpifweeac., QI L] « o o™ o L]
s acta velit Shermecy or_ | India 2014 280362 SAEPublicsiors  bitpsecsy - Q) (-] o o o™ o o™
5 aance Researc.. Mulidsopli.. | India 01 24561045 Intemationsl o b, QT L] o L] ™ o L]
T Asunced loum.. Medieal Sdie | Repiblicalsl 2017- 285-400%. Tebwan Uriversit.. hitpryjsiemns. (D) o o o [0 ] [ -] @
8 Aenced Joum...  Pethology - 78531282 Advanced Schol..  Migieganc. (T o o o o o o
s Aguances in Bio..  Phamacy an...| China 201 R Bairen IntlEnte.. hitpisthescie., (D o™ o o ™ [ ] (-]
o frican loumal o Medical Scie.. | Nigeria 2004 01ee-6018 DRPU Rty htpsyural.. QT o o o« o [+ ] o
" aging Obstetrics a.. | ELUU 2009 19454508 Impact Journas .. htps s, B [ - L ] [ ] o [+ ] o™
2 aging and neur,.  Newolegy | FELU W0 cEME zEMe4 Reseacheublis.  ppresearc. @ [ ] Lo L] @ [ :c ] o
3 hesd Intermstic.  Multidacgli.. | Indis 2015+ 2456-2050 SLAA Publications  bitgdamoesi- D o O o o o o
4 AlAmesnloum.. MedicalSce. | india 200 o1 sientfcana n. pmpusmiss . @ o™ [ o] o [ ] o o™
" amerizan Interm.. Multidscgpli. | EELL 2011 2762-139%  2163-142K Contre forProm...  hitpitwwsi . (D o o o o o o
1 Amercan Journa... Phemady an... | EEUU 20m3- 2321-547% Insight Medicsl . bt (D o o o [ o ] o o«
O 2 Amercan Joums... Medical Scie.. | India 2013 23472788 Ingenicus know.,  Migiweesr. QI L] o o™ [ o] o o
2 reeres . i - - - - - - -

Quality criteria: users can check if the journal is indexed or meet the quality criteria of a source
(YES/NO)

=~ Amencan Jeurnal of Advances in Medical Science

BEFERENCE |

hitostbealshstwestl. com)

REFLAENCE 1

it hsateneraroredaony ghahd=2

EEFERENCE 10

Source from wich the journal comes

2-. Searching for a specific journal: the tool allows searching by title, ISSN or another data (country,
publisher etc.). Pay attention because more of these journals are scams: meaning, there are fake
ISSN, even no ISSN at all.

The search box is right, on the top:


https://airtable.com/shrrVPFpjf9oMLzdz
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@ Airtable 191 Grid view

@ Hide ficids = Filter B Group #tSont S1 -

Title « | Subect = County + HSN v EISEN v Fublicher . R

ALABHMC JEUEMS! Cf Peciatrics NG | Pediatncy =] Juniper Publshe.. MR IUNIgE:..

ACt Ninesiclogics Frsical Fitn..  Bosnia yHer.. 1840-2876 15403700  Ovusto Pedege..  hitos wwew ag
Arts Madies Intsmational Madieal S8 Indi FUROSTE  TMP0S06  TarhaniarMa_.  BITANANAS
Actvanced Jourmal of Emergency Me_. | Medical Soe. Replblica il Z5E-400% Tehean Uneveesit...  DIRANTS
svanced sournal of Surgicsl Pathel . | Pathaiogy Tet3-1202 Advanced Sthel . Maaduane

Avances in Biomedicing and Fhirm... | FHarmesy an.. Hong King L. 20137478 Bairen ot Ente...  ftheicis.

Afrizan heumal of Tracsians, CEW

Aedichl Seig Migaria 013-6016 DRPU, Facuty .. Ritosioumna
£ Aging ObaWic 3. EEUU 1545-4589 mpact Journals - tboat -
9 Aiging and neurodegenaratin ey ey 2 2424 Meearch Publis..  BitEdee

et | Madical Scie_ Indiz Scenbh and R ilfadienials .
Amanican Journa! of Advanced Drug. | Bharmacy an_ FEUU rnight Meccal b im
Arabcican Jeurnal of Advinces in Me_ | Medieal Sse_  india mgbnivut now. BISEANw 3t
Americen Journs! of Clinicl Neewrolo. | Newclogy UL ZATITIAN  Publc Scrence f Hitg:reve i
Amerzan Journal of Dermatology 3. | Barmatclegy  TEUL FHTRT  Z3RTBATD  Soensecand i,  DISGLAMIE
AMmrCan Journad of Heurodegenera, | NErlogy  EEUU 2185591 a-Cernury Pl IR0
nrvstrican Journdl of Neuroscienze | Niurelegy  Emiratos A 19485500 Soence Publicat . hirgs/ithesc
Avvrican Jeurnal of Phasmacy ard .. | Pharmicy an.., i 2013647 ditendra 5 Patel  pwphrgom
hmercan Journal of Phytomedione — | Medical ooe. FEUL 23212748 rnght Mecical —  [ERLARMILID

1896000006006000000;
1000000000000000600°
190000000000808008000
190000006000000800098;
19000000060000000§¢
190000006000000800040

3-. Obtaining information about a journal: once we have select a journal, then “Expand record
(space)” and we’ll get a window with all the information about the journal

g Airtable

0 Hide fields = Filter  [E Group ¥t Sort =1 -

(] Title Subject Country ISSN EISSM Publish
1 Academic Journal of Pediatrics & Ne... | Pediatrics EEUU 2474-7521 Juniper
2 Acta Kinesiologica Physical Fitn... Bosnia y Her... 1840-2976 1840-3700  Drustve
3 Acta Medica International Medical Scie... India 2349-0578 2349-08%96  Teertha
4 Advanced Journal of Emergency Me... | Medical Scie.. Republica Isl... 2388-400X Tehran
[0 # Advanced Journal of Surgical Pathal... | Pathalogy 7853-1292 Advanc
£xpand record (space) licine and Pharm... | Pharmacy an.. Hong Kong (.. 2313-7479 Bairen

African Journal of Traditional, Compl... | Medical Scie... Nigeria 0189-6016 DRPL

3 Aging Obstetrics a..  EEUU 1945-4589 Impact
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4-, Searching by subject: users can search journals by subject, through the use of filters or

grouping by field, on “Subject” field

Advanced Journal of Surgical Pathelogy

O Hide Taldy = Filler B Group W Sert =1
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