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Imagines loquentes: reimagining  
histological tissues in light of their etymological roots 
A. Navarro Noguera1, L.M. Movellán2, M. Cantillo Lucuara3, J.J. Martín de Llano4, A. Ruiz 
Sauri4, E. Monferrer Garzarán4,5 and R Noguera Salvá4,5 
1Classical Philology Department, National University of Distance Education (UNED), Madrid, 2Classical Philology Department, 
Faculty of Philology, Translation and Communication, University of Valencia, 3English Philology Department, Faculty of 
Philology, Translation and Communication, University of Valencia, 4Department of Pathology, Medical School, University of 
Valencia-INCLIVA Biomedical Health Research Institute, Valencia and 5Low Prevalenc Tumors, Centro de Investigación 
Biomédica En Red de Cáncer (CIBERONC), Instituto de Salud Carlos III, Madrid, Spain. Andrea.navarro@flog.uned.es 
 
Committing medical vocabulary to memory is a challenge for anyone interested in the subject. Greek 
and Latin were once considered the languages that served as intercultural vehicles for encoding and 
spreading scientific knowledge, although their link may often go unnoticed nowadays. This presentation 
aims to share and discuss the results of an interdisciplinary teaching project that has sought to 
reconcile the fields of medicine and philology by correlating the basic contents of both disciplines in a 
dynamic and multimodal format, using comic images as tools to promote lateral thinking and student 
autonomy. To this end, an extensive corpus of scientific terms commonly applied to histological images 
of different human tissues is provided, along with original graphic designs based on their potential 
comic animations. In addition, the use of specific digital programmes and resources is fostered and 
implemented in the study of Greco-Latin terminology and its translation(s) into modern languages. The 
final outcomes of the project include both the organisation of a workshop for undergraduates in 
Medicine and Classics and the creation of academic posters in which different histological images are 
displayed and analysed through the lenses of their medical and philological connections. 
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