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ESCENA ERASMUS 
A PIONEERING PROJECT IN EUROPE 
 

Escena Erasmus is a cultural and civic project aimed 

at Erasmus exchange students and local 
students of the University of Valencia (UV). It was 
created in 2009 at the Universitat de València.   

Since its inception, Escena Erasmus has been 
funded by the university itself and other public 
institutions that recognize its potential, success, 
and viability.   

Escena Erasmus takes student mobility in 
Europe a step further by allowing a group of 
European citizens to become key figures in the 
cultural life of the cities that host them, 
highlighting the strength of uniting different 
cultures.   

Escena Erasmus is also open to collaboration 
with third countries through local initiatives.   

Escena Erasmus has succeeded in creating a 
high-level artistic space for creative expression.   

Additionally, Escena Erasmus has established its 
own network of universities and drama schools, 
the Erasmus Europe on Scene Network. 

Construction and 

Consolidation of Our 

European Culture 

through the 

Erasmus+ Program Creation of 

European Identity 

and Citizenship 

through Performing 

Arts and Culture An innovative, 

consolidated, 

sustainable, and 

high-quality 

project born in 

Valencia 

DATA 

Over 300 actors from 32 countries   

More than 3,500 applicants for 

Escena Erasmus auditions   

Over 20 performances addressing 

European reality from a critical 

and realistic perspective   

More than 300,000 spectators   

Over 20 articles, academic 

papers, and publications about 

the project 

THE HEADQUARTERS IN VALENCIA   

Because it is the city that welcomes the 

most Erasmus students in the world and 

has taken the initiative to create the project. 

THE EUROPEAN NETWORK  

We currently have active hubs in Catania, 

Padua and Cagliari (Italy), Marburg 

(Germany), and Łódź (Poland). 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

PROJECT VALUES 

 

1. MORE AND BETTER EUROPE – Spreads and 
strengthens the founding values of the 
European Union.   

2. EUROPEAN CITIZENSHIP – Serves as a 
platform to raise awareness of the rights, 
responsibilities, and opportunities that come 
with being a European citizen.   

3. SKILLS AND COMPETENCIES – An integral 
project that fosters linguistic, sociocultural, and 
professional integration.   

4. RURAL DEVELOPMENT – Reaches rural 
areas to encourage ongoing critical reflection 
on contemporary Europe.   

5. ACTIVE PARTICIPATION – Encourages 
participants to engage actively in the cultural 
life of host cities.   

6. EXCELLENCE – Enhances the host 
universities’ capacity for excellence in the 
internationalization of cultural production, 
attracting professional creators.   

7. PUBLIC-PRIVATE COLLABORATION – 
Promotes constant cooperation between public 
institutions, businesses, and performing arts 
professionals to strengthen European cultural 
production.   

8. RELATIONSHIP WITH THIRD COUNTRIES – 
Welcomes students from international 
programs (Latin America, the United States, 
China, etc.) to reinforce cultural ties and reflect 
the social reality of our continent. 

OPERATION 

 

Each year, Escena Erasmus opens a call for 
applications at each of its locations, inviting 
students to participate. From the applicants, a 
group is selected based on the following ratio:   

- 70% incoming Erasmus students 

- 30% local university students 

The selected candidates undergo an actor 
training workshop and produce a 
professionally staged performance. This 
European-themed show is performed for 
several weeks in the city before touring rural 
towns selected for the project’s annual tour 
program.   

The play is written by established authors, 
following discussions with the group. The 
theme is chosen each year based on current 
social issues in the European Union, as well as 
the reality of Valencia and Spain.   

In addition to performing, participants take 
part in various activities organized by the 
university and other institutions. They are 
involved in official receptions, European event 
inaugurations, conferences and other 
engagements.   

Each group becomes a living 
showcase—a testament to Europe’s 
true strength. It demonstrates how 
people from different languages and 
cultures can work together as a team 
and achieve excellence. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

AWARDS 

 

2023 – Honorary Award for Performing Arts from the 
Government of the Region of Valencia (Generalitat 
Valenciana).   

 

2021 – “Juan Luis Vives” Distinction from the Government 
of the Region of Valencia  
(Generalitat Valenciana, ‘9 d'Octubre Awards’). 

 

2019 – ‘AVETID” Award’ for Best Valencian Theatrical 
Project. 

 

2018 – Special Mention “Spotlight on Heritage in Culture 
and the Arts” by PEARLE - European League of 
Performing Arts Companies. 

 

2018 – V ‘Talent Award of the Region of Valencia -Culture 
Category’. CaixaBank and Levante-EMV Newspaper. 

 

2011 – European “Charlemagne” Youth Prize from the 
European Parliament and Aachen Foundation. 

 

In addition, Escena Erasmus has won numerous awards at the 
National University Theatre Festival and has received recognition 
from the Government Delegation of Spain in the Region of Valencia.   

Escena Erasmus was also selected by the Government of Spain 
during 2010, 2011, and 2012 to be featured in the ‘Las Huellas de la 
Barraca’ tours, an experience that earned it the ‘IV Dionysus Award’ 
from UNESCO of the Region of Madrid delegation. 

 

 

 

 

TOUR PROGRAMS FOR 
ESCENA ERASMUS' 
SHOWCASE 
PERFORMANCES 

Escena Erasmus in Valencia organizes 
extensive tour programs for the exhibition of 
its performances, taking the shows to various 
cities and rural areas across Europe. These 
tours are an essential aspect of the project, 
allowing the productions to reach wider 
audiences and bring European culture to 
different communities. The tours focus on 
fostering intercultural exchange and 
promoting the core values of the European 
Union through live theatre. 

Each year, selected towns and cities are 
chosen to host the shows, ensuring that the 
artistic creations of Escena Erasmus are 
accessible to both urban and rural spectators. 
The performances not only engage diverse 
audiences but also give participants the 
opportunity to present European social 
realities and contemporary issues in a 
dynamic and artistic manner. 

The following tour programs have been 
organized for Escena Erasmus' performances: 

Since 2013 – “The Small Europes” Tour 
Program in collaboration with the Culture Area 
of the Government of the Province of Valencia 
(Diputació de València). 

Since 2015 – “M’importa” Tour Program for 
Secondary Education Institutes and the 
general public, in partnership with the 
Valencian Institute of Youth of the Government 
of the Region of Valencia. 

Additionally, special tours have been 
organized in collaboration with the Anti-
Depopulation Agenda of the Region of Valencia 
and with the European Commission in Spain. 

CONTACT 

‘Escena Erasmus’ European Theatre Project of the Universitat de València 
Erasmus Europe on Scene Network 

C/ Amadeu de Savoia, 4 – 5a. planta – 46010 Valencia (Spain) 
Tels.: (+34) 961 625 874 / 961 625 319 | Email: escena.erasmus@uv.es 

www.uv.es/escenaerasmus 
 


