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Supporting Information

Appendix S1. Examples of alternative stable fire-driven vegetation states in different climates
(more flammable/less flammable). Only cases of bistability in which one state is a forest are
mentioned. Fire regimes in the two states (No: absent or infrequent low intensity understory fires)
and the main fire strategy of woody species in the more flammable community are also included.

Climate Alternative states Fire regimes Fire strategy References
Tropical Savanna / forest Surface fires / No Thick bark, fast Bond 2008,
Sapling grOWth rate  Hoffmann et al.
2012, Murphy &
Bowman 2012,

Subtropical and
warm temperate

Woodlands /
broadleaved forests

Understory fires / No

Thick bark, fast
sapling growth rate

Dantas et al. 2013

Peterson & Reich
2001, Nowacki &

Abrams 2008
Subtropical and Sclerophyll forests / Crown fires / No Resprouting, Bowman 2000
warm temperate rainforest postfire seeding
Mediterranean  Shrubland / forest Crown fires / Resprouting, Odion et al. 2010,
understory fires postfire seeding Keeley et al. 2012
Cold temperate  Shrubland / forest ~ Crown fires / No Resprouting Paritsis et al. 2014
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