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Nietzsche can be regarded as a philosopher who tries to transcend the traditional opposition between being and appearance. This endeavour causes a problem for hermeneutics: is interpretation – in the sense of ‘an attempt to show a hidden signification’ – still possible then? Nietzsche’s genealogical analyses seem to show he has indeed such an ambition. Does this mean that, once again, Nietzsche is ‘a philosopher of contradictions’? On the one hand, Nietzsche argues that everything is interpretation, but on the other hand, he claims that the will-to-power is the true basis of reality. Secondary literature shows different ways to deal with this problem. We will present our own approach, inspired by the research of the meaning of the word ‘Geheim(niss)’ for Nietzsche. This research shows that there are mainly three significations. The first one is that of a consciously hidden secret that is related to the Nietzschean notions of ‘sovereignty’ and of ‘Pathos der Distanz’. The second one is that of a rather unconscious, not immediately perceptible or understandable secret. Here, one could refer to Nietzsche as a psychologist, a genealogist, but also as a philosopher in the sense of someone who knows something about reality that is hidden to most people. The third meaning is related to anything that is principally inaccessible for rational knowledge. This perspective is already present in ‘The Birth of Tragedy’, where it is connected with ‘the dionysian’. It is also a theme in his later work, in which it is related to the important secrets of life. Here, Nietzsche also refers to Dionysus. In this way, we can understand why Nietzsche cherished the doctrine of the eternal recurrence as a secret, and why he proclaimed it in a book ‘for everyone and no one’. Therefore, the ultimate truth seems to be accessible only for those who are ‘initiated’. Nietzsche’s hermeneutics takes place in the existential interaction between the noble and the world as will-to-power.

