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One of Nietzsche’s early critics, Ferdinand Tönnies, a social philosopher of vicarious acquaintance in libidinous competition over Lou Andrea Salomé, published works aimed at reducing the philosopher’s nefarious influence with arguments that are emblematic for a secularised socialist reception of Nietzsche, notwithstanding his professed “love” for the “hermit”. In the interpretation of history, practical philosophy and epistemology, though influenced by Nietzsche, Tönnies never grasped Nietzsche’s radicalism. It was the “Hegelian odours” of The Birth of Tragedy later disparaged by Nietzsche himself that most significantly impacted the founding work of modern sociology, Gemeinschaft und Gesellschaft. While Tönnies absorbed Nietzsche’s materialism, taking on the central “psychological” category of the “will” as the basis of mental representations, he took little account of Nietzsche’s psychology, his interpretation of typical recurring human comportment as the basis of social norms. Thus, Tönnies’ accounts of the origins of morality bypasses Nietzsche’s explanatory exegesis of doctrine, instead reverting to the immediate sensualist deduction of the moral conscience from human biology. Significantly, it was a follower of Nietzsche and Dilthey in hermeneutics, Georg Simmel, who related Tönnies’ inability to grasp Nietzsche’s individualism in practical philosophy to his moral prejudice as a collectivist and social democrat. Epistemologically, the geologic fault running through early modern sociology divided sociologists as clearly over the issue of Verstehen as over the importance of Nietzsche. 

