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In this essay I explore a Nietzschean interpretation of seduction in which the goal of seduction is not to produce desire, but rather to sustain it by producing a desire for desire as such.  On this view, seduction does not produce the appearance of beauty, but, instead, that of a pregnancy: of a surplus of beauty, of more to possess.  This appearance of pregnancy evoked through the artistic strategy of seduction produces a corresponding pregnancy in the one seduced: an overabundant form of desire as the desire to desire without satiation.  I elaborate this idea through a reading of Nietzsche’s comparison of life, world, and art to seduction, and suggest that his own texts exemplify this strategy in their seduction of the reader to the ideal of the “overman,” understood as seduction to an interpretation of the text and, ultimately of the world, as pregnant with yet to be realized meaning, value, and beauty.  The seductive text is procreative rather than conclusive, inviting the continual regeneration of interpretation rather than its completion.

