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Maybe the truth is a woman Nietzsche writes in The Gay Science. How is it possible considering the reputation of Nietzsche being a misogynist, anti-suffragette and advising to take a whip along when visiting a woman? Admittedly, it is not Zarathustra Nietzsche’s own voice in Thus Spoke Zarathustra who professes this but an old woman.

Femininity, nature and truth are each at once present and observable but at the same time full of secrets and mysteries. The dominant attitude of Western thinking has been that of trying to solve violently and to dominate and exploit these riddles. In Nietzsche’s work the feminine is often brought out in highly dubious manner. But there is also another interesting tendency in Nietzsche’s philosophy.

In the way Nietzsche writes metaphors and their opposites complement each other. In the same way the antique Greek gods Dionysus, Apollo and Ariadne supplement each other especially in Nietzsche’s early philosophy. 

Whereas Apollo represents wisdom, rationality, science, reflection, harmony and order, Dionysus represents intoxication, ecstasy, creative will, instincts, playfulness and chaos. Thereby Apollo represents the characteristics regarded as manly in Western thinking and Dionysus the feminine characteristics. But as it is usually presented Nietzsche does not only emphasize the Dionysian. To Nietzsche this double together forms the highest manifestation of the Hellenic culture, the tragic art.

But still a third figure is needed, Ariadne. Ariadne represents the metaphor of pregnancy, re-creation, re-interpretation, expecting a child and the birth. The Dionysian creative will engenders Ariadne who gives birth to something new maybe even the new human, Übermench, whereas Apollo keeps up the order among the chaos. Taking all these metaphoric figures into account gives us a richer picture of Nietzsche’s views on femininity, than the simplified picture of Nietzsche as a misogynist. 

