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Abstract: In this paper, we propose a novel demand-side management (DSM) system designed
to optimize electric vehicle (EV) charging at public stations using model predictive control (MPC).
The system adjusts to real-time grid conditions, electricity prices, and user preferences, providing a
dynamic approach to energy distribution in smart city infrastructures. The key focus of the study
is on reducing peak loads and enhancing grid stability, while minimizing charging costs for end
users. Simulations were conducted under various scenarios, demonstrating the effectiveness of
the proposed system in mitigating peak demand and optimizing energy use. Additionally, the
system’s flexibility enables the adjustment of charging schedules to meet both grid requirements and
user needs, making it a scalable solution for smart city development. However, current limitations
include the assumption of uniform tariffs and the absence of renewable energy considerations, both
of which are critical in real-world applications. Future research will focus on addressing these issues,
improving scalability, and integrating renewable energy sources. The proposed framework represents
a significant step towards efficient energy management in urban settings, contributing to both cost
savings and environmental sustainability.

Keywords: smart city; energy management; fully electric vehicles; charging stations; smart grid;
urban planning

1. Introduction

In the current era of rapid technological and economic growth, there is an escalating
demand for an improved quality of life that emphasizes sustainability, efficiency, and
resilience [1]. As cities expand and urban populations grow, managing the increasing
number of connected devices and services has become increasingly complex [2]. This
complexity necessitates the development of smart cities—urban environments that leverage
advanced technologies, including renewable energy sources, to enhance the quality of urban
life. These technologies encompass a wide range of applications, including infrastructure
monitoring, intelligent traffic management, and strategies aimed at mitigating greenhouse
gas emissions [3].

A smart city integrates numerous systems and applications within its infrastructure,
creating a complex network that requires robust management to remain sustainable. Effec-
tive data handling and integration are critical to the sustainable development of urban areas.
New technologies, particularly the Internet of Things (IoT), provide extensive resources for
managing the vast amounts of data generated by cities [4]. Ensuring the interoperability
and reusability of this data involves sophisticated data management techniques, including
data acquisition, processing, and dissemination. High data quality is essential for accurate
data fusion and informed decision-making processes, which ultimately improve the perfor-
mance of applications and services within the city [5]. These interconnected applications
and services transform traditional urban centers into intelligent, smart cities [6].
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Mobility is a central component of smart cities, playing a crucial role in supporting
daily urban routines [7]. Innovative traffic and transportation services, such as smart
traffic management (STM), empower users with data to make safer and more informed
decisions [8]. Fully electric vehicles (FEVs) are integral to STM, as they require connection
to smart grids for efficient power supply management and problem forecasting [9]. The
integration of FEVs into smart cities is not just a technical challenge but a critical step
towards achieving sustainable urban mobility.

The transition towards electric vehicles (EVs) represents a significant milestone in the
global effort to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and combat climate change. However, the
rapid adoption of EVs presents new challenges for the stability and efficiency of electrical
grids. The integration of a large number of EVs, particularly during peak demand periods,
has the potential to cause significant disruptions in grid stability [10]. Traditional power
systems, designed for a one-way flow of electricity from centralized power plants to
consumers, are increasingly under pressure to adapt to the bidirectional flow of electricity
associated with EV charging and renewable energy sources. As the energy landscape
evolves, it is imperative to develop advanced management systems that can effectively
balance the supply and demand of electricity while maintaining grid stability [11,12].

Demand-side management (DSM) has emerged as a critical strategy in addressing
the challenges posed by the integration of EVs into the power grid. DSM involves the
planning and implementation of measures to influence consumer electricity demand in
ways that benefit both the utility and the end-user. This can be achieved through various
mechanisms, including time-of-use pricing, load shifting, and real-time demand response.
Additionally, the integration of renewable energy sources, such as solar and wind power,
into DSM frameworks can further optimize energy consumption patterns, allowing the
system to better respond to fluctuations in energy supply and demand. The objective of
DSM is to optimize energy consumption patterns, thereby reducing peak demand, lowering
electricity costs, and enhancing grid stability [1].

One of the most promising approaches to managing the complex interactions between
EV charging and grid stability is model predictive control (MPC). MPC is an advanced
control strategy that uses a dynamic model of the system to predict future states and
optimize control actions over a receding horizon. By continuously updating its predictions
based on real-time data, MPC can effectively manage the charging and discharging of EVs,
taking into account constraints such as electricity prices, grid conditions, and user prefer-
ences [4]. This capability makes MPC particularly well-suited for DSM in environments
with high penetration of renewable energy sources, where variability in generation can
pose significant challenges to grid stability [5].

The integration of renewable energy sources, such as solar and wind power, adds
another layer of complexity to grid management. Renewable energy is inherently variable
and uncertain, making it difficult to predict supply and match it with demand. The use
of EVs as mobile energy storage units offers a potential solution to this problem. By
optimizing the charging schedules of EVs, it is possible to store excess renewable energy
during periods of low demand and release it during peak periods, thereby smoothing out
fluctuations in the grid [6]. This not only helps to stabilize the grid but also maximizes
the utilization of renewable energy, reducing reliance on fossil fuels and lowering carbon
emissions [7].

As modern charging infrastructures evolve within smart cities, the integration of
renewable energy sources into electric vehicle charging systems becomes increasingly
important. The use of renewable energy not only aligns with global sustainability goals
but also presents a viable solution to stabilize the grid by reducing dependence on tradi-
tional energy sources during peak demand periods. By incorporating renewable energy
into charging infrastructures, fluctuations in supply can be mitigated through intelligent
demand-side management and model predictive control. This approach allows EVs to
act as mobile storage units, optimizing energy consumption while simultaneously mini-
mizing costs and environmental impact. Consequently, the adoption of green energy in
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EV charging infrastructures is a critical step towards achieving long-term sustainability in
urban environments.

The effectiveness of MPC in managing DSM and integrating renewable energy has
been demonstrated in numerous studies. For instance, Khan et al. [8] proposed an in-
telligent DSM framework that integrates renewable energy sources and uses real-time
price-based demand response to optimize energy consumption. Their simulations showed
that the proposed system significantly reduced electricity costs, peak loads, and carbon
emissions compared to traditional methods [8]. Similarly, Razmara et al. [9] developed a
predictive control framework for building-to-grid systems that integrates renewable energy
and energy-storage systems. Their results demonstrated the potential of MPC to reduce
electricity costs and load ramp rates without compromising indoor climate comfort [9].

Despite these advancements, several challenges remain in the widespread adoption
of MPC for DSM in the context of EV integration. One of the primary challenges is the
computational complexity of MPC algorithms, particularly in large-scale systems with
thousands of EVs. The need for real-time optimization over a receding horizon requires
significant computational resources, which can limit the scalability of MPC in practical
applications. Additionally, the variability and uncertainty associated with renewable
energy generation can complicate the optimization process, requiring robust algorithms
that can adapt to changing conditions [10].

Another challenge is the integration of user preferences into the DSM framework.
While MPC can optimize charging schedules to minimize costs and stabilize the grid, it
must also consider the preferences and constraints of EV users, such as the desired state of
charge and departure times. Balancing these competing objectives requires sophisticated
algorithms that can dynamically adjust to user inputs while maintaining overall system
efficiency [11,12].

In conclusion, the integration of EVs and renewable energy sources into the power
grid presents both opportunities and challenges. Demand-side management, facilitated by
advanced control strategies such as model predictive control, offers a promising approach
to addressing these challenges. By optimizing energy consumption patterns and integrating
renewable energy into the grid, MPC can help to stabilize the grid, reduce electricity costs,
and support the transition to a more sustainable energy system. However, further research
is needed to address the computational and operational challenges associated with the
large-scale deployment of MPC in diverse and dynamic environments. Furthermore,
future research will focus on integrating renewable energy sources, such as solar and
wind, into the DSM framework, which is crucial for improving grid stability and reducing
carbon emissions.

The remainder of this paper is organized as follows: Section 2 reviews related work in
the field, highlighting key advancements and gaps. Section 3 outlines the methodology
used to develop the MPC-based framework for optimizing EV charging. Section 4 presents a
detailed analysis of the proposed approaches, use cases, and corresponding UML diagrams.
Finally, Section 5 offers conclusions and discusses potential directions for future research.

2. Related Work

The integration of fully electric vehicles (FEVs) into smart cities is a multifaceted
challenge that intersects various domains, including energy management [13,14], trans-
portation [15,16] and data analysis [17]. This section reviews the current state of research in
these areas, emphasizing recent advancements and highlighting gaps that our study aims
to address.

The transition to smart grids and renewable energy sources is fundamental to inte-
grating FEVs into smart cities [18]. Various studies have explored energy management
strategies to enhance the efficiency and sustainability of FEVs [19,20]. For instance, the
use of machine learning algorithms to predict energy consumption patterns and optimize
charging schedules has shown promise in managing the energy demands of FEVs [21].
Additionally, the integration of solar energy systems with FEVs has been suggested to
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reduce reliance on grid electricity, thus lowering operational costs and environmental
impact [22].

Energy storage systems (ESS) play a significant role in stabilizing the grid while
accommodating the fluctuating demands of FEVs. Research highlights the need for robust
and scalable infrastructure to support these advancements [23]. To address infrastructure
challenges, a decentralized energy management system leveraging blockchain technology
has been proposed, ensuring transparency and security in energy transactions and making
the integration process more resilient to cyber threats [24].

The potential of integrating vehicle-to-grid (V2G) technology with FEVs to balance the
energy supply and demand in smart grids has also been examined. Research suggests that
V2G can enhance grid stability and provide additional revenue streams for FEV owners,
encouraging wider adoption of electric vehicles [25,26]. Furthermore, using FEVs as mobile
energy storage units dispatched to areas with high energy demand has been explored,
offering a flexible solution to energy distribution challenges in urban environments [27].

The transportation aspect of integrating FEVs into smart cities involves optimizing
traffic flow, reducing congestion, and improving overall mobility. Connected vehicle
technologies have been researched to enhance traffic management, demonstrating that
real-time data from FEVs can be used to dynamically adjust traffic signals, thereby reducing
congestion and improving travel times [28]. The impact of autonomous FEVs on urban
mobility has also been highlighted through simulation models, suggesting that these
vehicles could significantly reduce the number of vehicles on the road, leading to decreased
congestion and lower emissions [29].

Studies have investigated the implications of FEV adoption on public transportation
systems, indicating that integrating FEVs with public transit can create a more cohesive
and efficient transportation network, ultimately enhancing overall mobility within smart
cities [30]. The environmental benefits of such integration have been examined, concluding
that a well-coordinated system could lead to significant reductions in urban air pollution
and greenhouse gas emissions [31].

In addition to transportation, research has focused on the development of intelligent
transportation systems (ITS) that incorporate FEVs to optimize route planning and re-
duce travel time. AI-driven algorithms have been used to enhance the efficiency of ITS,
demonstrating substantial improvements in traffic flow and energy consumption [32].

Data analysis is fundamental in understanding and optimizing the integration of FEVs
into smart cities. Big data analytics have been employed to predict maintenance needs
and improve the reliability of FEVs, showing that predictive maintenance can significantly
reduce downtime and maintenance costs [33]. Additionally, the importance of data privacy
and security in the context of FEVs has been discussed, with proposals for secure data-
sharing frameworks to ensure the confidentiality of sensitive information while enabling
data-driven decision-making processes [34].

The use of artificial intelligence (AI) and machine learning (ML) to optimize the routing
and charging of FEVs was investigated, highlighting how AI can enhance the efficiency and
effectiveness of FEV operations by leveraging real-time data and predictive analytics [35,36].
Another study examined the integration of blockchain technology with AI to develop a
decentralized platform for managing FEV data, ensuring transparency and security in data
transactions [37–40].

The interoperability of different systems and devices poses a significant challenge for
the integration of FEVs into smart cities. The need for standardized protocols and data
formats to ensure seamless communication between FEVs and other smart city components
has been emphasized, with studies highlighting the importance of establishing common
standards to facilitate interoperability and enhance overall efficiency [41]. International
collaborations have also been explored to develop and implement standardization frame-
works for FEVs, suggesting that global cooperation is essential to harmonize standards and
promote the widespread adoption of FEVs [42].



Appl. Sci. 2024, 14, 8736 5 of 20

The need for more robust and scalable energy management solutions to accommo-
date the growing number of FEVs has been identified, with recommendations for the
development of advanced energy storage technologies and smart grid systems to enhance
the resilience and efficiency of energy infrastructures [43]. In the realm of transportation,
research has emphasized the need for more studies on the integration of autonomous
FEVs with existing public transit systems, suggesting that a hybrid approach combining
autonomous and traditional vehicles could optimize urban mobility and reduce conges-
tion [44].

A comprehensive review of the literature on FEV integration into smart cities revealed
several key areas where further research is needed [45,46]. These include the development
of more efficient energy storage systems, the implementation of advanced AI-driven traffic
management solutions, and the creation of secure and interoperable data sharing plat-
forms [47]. Addressing these challenges will require a collaborative effort from researchers,
policymakers, and industry stakeholders to develop innovative solutions and drive the
widespread adoption of FEVs.

Despite significant progress, several challenges remain. The interoperability of dif-
ferent systems and devices is a major concern, as is the need for standardized protocols
and data formats. Security and privacy issues also pose significant risks, particularly in
data-intensive applications like traffic management and energy distribution. This study
aims to contribute to this body of knowledge by presenting a comprehensive model for
integrating FEVs into smart cities, optimizing energy management, and enhancing urban
mobility. This model incorporates advanced data analytics, AI-driven optimization, and
standardized protocols to address the existing challenges and pave the way for a more
sustainable and efficient urban future.

3. Methodology

This study proposes a methodology for optimizing the charging of electric vehicles
(EVs) within a demand-side management (DSM) framework, leveraging model predictive
control (MPC) to dynamically adjust the charging process based on real-time grid condi-
tions, electricity prices, and user preferences. The methodology is structured around a
centralized control system, the charging station control center (CSCC), which acts as the
central hub for data collection, optimization, and control distribution.

The CSCC is designed to manage a network of charging stations (CSs), each capable
of communicating with the CSCC to provide real-time data on the state of charge (SoC)
of connected EVs, power draw, and user preferences such as desired departure time and
final SoC. Additionally, the CSCC interfaces with the grid operator, receiving critical
data on current grid load, electricity prices, and any demand response (DR) signals. This
information is used to predict future grid conditions and optimize the charging schedule for
all connected EVs, aiming to minimize the total cost of charging for users while maintaining
grid stability.

The optimization problem at the heart of this methodology is formulated as a discrete-
time optimal control problem. The objective function J that the system seeks to minimize is
a combination of the electricity cost and a regulation term that penalizes deviations from a
desired power reference. This function is mathematically expressed as

J = Jcost + µJreg (1)

where Jcost represents the total cost of electricity for charging the EVs, Jreg represents the
regulation term to maintain grid stability, and µ is a weighting factor that balances the
trade-off between cost minimization and grid stability.

The cost component Jcost is calculated based on the power flow to each EV and the
electricity price at each time step, defined as:

Jcost = ∑
m∈M

Em−1

∑
k=1

∆Pm·C[k]·Um[k] (2)
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In this equation, M denotes the set of all EVs connected to the charging stations, k
represents the time step, Em is the departure time of EV m, ∆Pm is the maximum power
flow to EV m, C[k] is the electricity price at time step k, and Um[k] is the control variable,
representing the normalized power flow to EV m at time step k.

To maintain grid stability, the regulation term Jreg penalizes deviations from a power
reference Pref[k], which is set according to grid stability requirements:

Jreg =
K

∑
k=1

Λ[k]·∥P[k]− Pref[k]∥∞ (3)

Here, Λ[k] is a diagonal matrix that weights the tracking error at time step k, P[k] is
the total power demand at time step k, and ∥P[k]− Pref[k]∥∞ denotes the infinity norm,
capturing the maximum deviation across all time steps.

The total power demand P[k] at any time step k is determined by the sum of power
consumed by non-flexible loads Ps[k] and the power drawn by the flexible EV loads:

P[k] = Ps[k] − ∑
m∈Mk

∆Pm· Um[k] (4)

This setup imposes several constraints to ensure the feasibility of the solution and the
stability of the system. Firstly, the power flow to each EV must respect the technical limits
of both the vehicle and the charging station, meaning that

Um[k] ∈ [0, 1] ∀m ∈ M, ∀k (5)

Additionally, each EV must reach its desired state of charge xref by its specified
departure time Em:

Em−1

∑
k=1

∆Pm·Um[k]·∆t ≥ xref − x0 (6)

where xref is the desired SoC at departure, x0 is the initial SoC at the start of charging, and
∆t is the duration of each time step.

To further ensure grid stability, the total power demand must not exceed the local
grid’s capacity or deviate significantly from the reference power.

P[k] ≤ Pmax ∀k (7)

where Pmax is the maximum allowable power demand.
The optimization problem is solved iteratively using an MPC algorithm, which oper-

ates over a rolling horizon. The algorithm predicts future states of the system, including
grid conditions and electricity prices, and optimizes control actions accordingly. The control
actions Um[k] are computed to minimize the objective function J, and only the first control
action is implemented, with the rest being recalculated at the next time step as new data
become available.

One of the distinguishing features of this methodology is its event-driven nature.
The MPC framework is designed to respond to specific events, such as the arrival of a
new EV, changes in electricity tariffs, or demand-response signals from the grid operator.
This allows the system to adapt in real-time, recalculating the optimal charging schedule
whenever an event occurs. This adaptability is crucial for managing the dynamic nature of
electricity demand and supply, particularly in grids with high penetration of renewable
energy sources.

Given the computational complexity associated with solving the optimization problem
at each time step, several strategies are employed to reduce the computational burden.
First, the prediction horizon N is kept relatively short, typically within a few hours, to
limit the number of variables and constraints in the optimization problem. Second, the
optimization is triggered by specific events rather than being recalculated continuously,
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reducing the frequency of computations. Finally, the optimization problem is decomposed
into smaller sub-problems that can be solved in parallel, leveraging modern multi-core
processors to expedite computation.

The performance of the proposed methodology was evaluated using a simulation
framework designed to replicate real-world conditions. The simulations used historical data
on electricity prices, grid load, and EV usage patterns to assess the effectiveness of the MPC
framework in various scenarios. These scenarios included high-demand periods, where a
large number of EVs arrive at charging stations during peak hours, and environments with
high penetration of renewable energy sources, such as solar and wind power. The system’s
flexibility was also tested by simulating different user preferences for charging times and
final SoC.

To evaluate the effectiveness of the proposed system, several key performance indica-
tors (KPIs) were used. These included the total electricity cost incurred by all users, the
system’s ability to maintain grid stability by minimizing deviations from the reference
power signal, and the level of user satisfaction, which was measured by the system’s ability
to meet user preferences for charging without compromising on cost or grid stability.

The simulation results were validated against a baseline scenario where EVs were
charged using traditional methods without optimization. This comparison highlighted
the advantages of the MPC framework in terms of cost reduction, peak load mitigation,
and enhanced grid stability. The results demonstrated that the proposed methodology
is capable of dynamically adjusting to real-time changes in grid conditions and user de-
mands, making it a robust solution for managing the growing demand for electric vehicle
charging infrastructure.

4. Results

The proposed reference architecture for electric vehicle (EV) charging optimization
consists of several key components. These include the EV itself, the charging station (CS),
and the charging station control center (CSCC), each playing a critical role in manag-
ing energy flow and ensuring system efficiency. Below, we outline the components and
their interactions.

EV represents the consumer side of the system and is powered entirely by electricity.
The EV’s technical characteristics directly influence the efficiency and performance of the
charging process, including the following:

• Battery capacity: The amount of energy stored in the EV’s battery, affecting how long
it can operate before needing to be recharged.

• Battery performance: This refers to how efficiently the battery charges and discharges,
which impacts both the cost and speed of charging.

• Charge level limits: Each EV has maximum and minimum allowable charge levels to
protect battery health and ensure optimal performance.

• Charge/discharge rates: These rates determine the speed at which the EV’s battery can
charge or discharge, influencing how quickly the vehicle can be powered or contribute
to the grid.

While a deeper technical analysis can be found in sources like [48], this section focuses
on the essential components and their interactions with the grid.

Charging stations (CSs) are responsible for delivering power to the EVs and come in
two primary types:

• Slow charging, typically, around 3.3 kW, suited for overnight or long-term charg-
ing sessions.

• Fast charging, ranges from 60 to 150 kW, designed for rapid charging in shorter periods.

The power flow from the charging station to the EV is not continuous and is limited
by standards and manufacturer specifications. Charging stations must also maintain
communication with the CSCC via the internet, allowing for real-time updates on charging
status, grid demands, and changes in electricity tariffs.
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CSCC functions as an aggregator and controller at the local area (LA) level. It plays
several key roles, including the following:

• Data aggregation: The CSCC receives real-time data from both EVs and the grid,
processing them to make informed decisions.

• Control signal generation: Based on this data, the CSCC sends control signals to the
charging stations, adjusting charging rates according to current grid conditions, user
preferences, and market signals.

• Optimization: The CSCC uses algorithms to balance EV charging needs with grid
stability requirements and economic opportunities, ensuring an efficient and cost-
effective charging process.

In conclusion, the key points are (i) integration: the CSCC plays a crucial role in
integrating EVs into the grid; (ii) flexibility: slow charging is often preferred for grid
flexibility due to its ability to better match supply and demand; (iii) communication:
reliable communication between EVs, CSs, and the CSCC is essential for efficient operation
(see Figure 1).
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4.1. Use Cases

The control system outlined is flexible and can handle a variety of use cases involving
different actors and objectives. Below are several key scenarios.

Basic case (charging request event—CR): When a driver arrives at a charging station,
they can initiate a charging request through the charging station’s dashboard or mobile
app. The system then calculates the optimal charging cost and provides control signals to
the CS to initiate the process.

Reservation event (RV): Drivers on the road can use a mobile app to reserve a charg-
ing slot at a station, specifying their estimated arrival time and charging preferences.
The system then pre-calculates optimal charging control and provides the driver with
cost estimates.

Demand-side management (DSM) event: Retailers notify the CSCC of changes in
energy tariffs or available power. The CSCC subsequently updates its control signals to the
charging stations and evaluates potential cost savings for flexible drivers.

Warning event (W): If a grid emergency occurs, a distribution system operator (DSO)
may instruct the CSCC to reduce the aggregated power withdrawal from EVs. The CSCC
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quickly adjusts the charging controls and recalculates optimal strategies once the emergency
has been resolved.

4.2. Operations and Approaches

A simplified version of the operational flow is presented. This version highlights the
key control aspects. Subsequently, we will delve into a refined version that incorporates
practical considerations for real-world implementation. While the underlying optimization
problem remains unchanged, the flow of operations is optimized.

4.2.1. Event-Driven Model Predictive Control (MPC) Approach

The event-driven MPC approach is based on a snapshot of the EV fleet at a specific
time. Each EV within this snapshot is characterized by three primary variables: (i) current
state: the current charge level of the EV’s battery; (ii) desired final state: the target charge
level set by the driver upon arrival at the charging station; (iii) departure time: the intended
departure time specified by the driver.

Assuming no additional EVs join the fleet, the open-loop optimal control problem
is solved to determine the optimal charging strategy for each EV. This strategy aims to
(i) satisfy driver preferences: fulfill the driver’s desired charge level and departure time,
if feasible; (ii) minimize costs: reduce overall charging costs; (iii) minimize tracking error:
ensure the EV’s actual charging trajectory closely follows the optimal plan.

The key inputs to this optimization problem include (i) the EV models: the specific
characteristics and capabilities of each EV, such as battery capacity and charging rate;
(ii) electricity tariff: the current pricing structure for electricity, including time-of-use rates
or other relevant factors; (iii) power reference and threshold: limits or constraints imposed
on the overall power consumption by the EV fleet.

Although the initial solution is open loop, its optimality can degrade due to events
that alter the initial conditions (e.g., new EVs arriving, changes in tariffs, power references,
or DSM events). To address this, an iterative optimization process is employed, like MPC.
Whenever a “relevant” event occurs, the optimization is repeated, and the newly calculated
control sequence replaces the unimplemented portion of the previous plan.

Note on DSO Communication: while DSO communication can occur before and after
each iteration for grid constraint retrieval and aggregated power notification, it may not be
necessary for every iteration, especially when the power reference is market-driven and
known beforehand. However, in specific situations where additional grid constraints or
technical validation can enhance grid efficiency, this interaction might be considered.

4.2.2. Refined Approach

While the event-driven approach effectively captures the functional aspects of the
control framework, certain refinements can optimize its practical implementation.

• Real-time state measurements: To minimize transmission delays and ensure data avail-
ability, EV states should be measured continuously at each sampling time instant. This
proactive approach (continuous monitoring) allows the CSCC to have the necessary
information when an event triggers.

• Batch processing of charging requests (CRs): (i) Queued CRs: to avoid synchronization
issues and delays in cost notifications, CRs can be queued and processed in batches;
(ii) computational constraints: due to computational limitations, a single optimization
problem can be solved per sampling period. Therefore, CRs can be collected and
addressed in a unified optimization.

• Optimized sampling frequency, balancing speed and efficiency: (i) The sampling
period should be carefully chosen to balance system responsiveness with computa-
tional efficiency. A smaller sampling period increases the number of optimization
variables, while a larger one may lead to longer waiting times; (ii) multiple control
updates: To reduce waiting times and avoid excessive computational burden while
handling multiple CRs, the control signals can be computed more than once (within a



Appl. Sci. 2024, 14, 8736 10 of 20

finite number) during the sampling period. This approach offers a trade-off between
responsiveness and computational efficiency.

To conclude, the refined approach aims to optimize efficiency by avoiding unnecessary
control re-computations for each CR. Instead, CRs are collected and processed in batches at
specific scheduled time instants within the sampling interval. This reduces computational
overhead, especially during periods of high CR activity.

Similarly, the states of all charging EVs are retrieved at the beginning of the sampling
interval, rather than after each CR. This minimizes data exchange and ensures that data
are available for control calculations at the scheduled time instants. Figure 2 illustrates the
flow of operations based on this refined approach.
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The following notation is introduced: (i) the primary sampling interval (T), i.e., the
sampling time of the discrete-time optimal control problem; (ii) the secondary sampling
interval (T*), i.e., the temporal distance of two consecutive points of computation within
the primary sampling interval. The UML time sequence diagram resulting from the above-
mentioned consideration is depicted in Figure 3.

The steps of the sequence can be summarized as follows:

A. Each active CS provides CSCC with the current level of battery.
B. The user makes a CR specifying UPs and CSCC collects it for the next computation.
C. CSCC asks DSO for grid constraints (optional).
D. DSO provides CSCC with the required data (optional).
E. CSCC provides the pending CSs with the estimated cost, as output of the computation.
F. CSCC provides all the pending CSs with the charging profile and updates all the

other ones under its contractual control.
G. CSCC provides DSO with the aggregated planned power (optional).
H. All CSs apply the received control signals.

Depending on the size of the LA, the number of CSs the CSCC has to manage simulta-
neously and the related computational burdens, the event-driven approach, the refined one
or an intermediate version between them can be chosen for a practical implementation of
the control system, following the methodology detailed in the previous point.
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4.2.3. Implementation Issues and Functional Requirements

The implementation of the system involves addressing various use cases and func-
tional requirements that dictate the primary operations the system must support to respond
to different scenarios. These requirements are as follows:

1. Sending charging requests to the CSCC. The CS must send the charging request to the
CSCC (only in UC1). After the user has specified their user preferences (Ups), the CS
sends a charging request (CR) to the CSCC. A charging request (CR) consists of the
following data:

• xRef: the desired level of charge.
• S: the start time.
• E: the preferred end time.
• ∆P: the maximum allowed power consumption by the CS during charging (de-

pending on the selected plug).
• X(S): the initial level of charge.

2. Obtaining the current battery charge level. The charging station (CS) must send the
current battery charge level to the CSCC at each sampling interval (all UC). When
an event triggers the CSCC, it needs to access the up-to-date charge levels of the
electric vehicles (EVs) that are currently being charged. In the detailed approach, this
information must be collected at every sampling point.

3. Implementing the control signal. The CS needs to implement the control signal
received from the CSCC (all UC). The control signal C[k] is a sequence defined in
discrete time, where at each time step k, it can take the following values:

• c > 0: if the electric vehicle (EV) needs to draw power c·∆P during the k-th
sampling interval.

• 0: for standby mode during the k-th sampling interval.
• s < 0: if the EV needs to return power s·∆P during the k-th sampling interval.

The control is applied at the next possible sampling interval.

4. Storing charging requests. The CSCC is responsible for storing CRs (UC1 and UC2).
Whenever the CSCC receives a CR, it must save the request in its database. This stored
data will later be used by the CSCC to formulate the MPC problem.

5. Calculating control signals. The CSCC must generate control signals based on the
information it has (all UC). Every time the CSCC is activated by a CR, it must calculate
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and update the control signals for all electric vehicles (EVs) currently charging. The
CSCC performs a near-real-time optimization using the stored data. The result of this
optimization is the optimal control signal values C[k]. In the refined method, this
calculation occurs at each secondary sampling interval.

6. ransmitting control signals. Once the optimization problem is solved, the CSCC sends
the control signals to the CSs (all UC). Whenever new control signals are generated,
the CSCC promptly sends them to the CSs.

4.3. Ad Hoc Solving Method

The mathematical programming formulation allows us to solve the optimization
problem using existing optimization solvers. These solvers come in two main categories:
commercial software, such as IBM ILOG CPLEX (version 22.1.1) and GUROBI Optimizer
(version 10.0), which are powerful tools known for their reliability and ability to handle
large-scale problems; and open-source software (like COIN-OR version 2.1.0 or GLPK
version 5.0), which are freely available and offer robust solutions.

These solvers leverage the strengths of mixed-integer linear programming (MILP) and
implement reliable algorithms. While these algorithms might be time-consuming, they
guarantee convergence to either the optimal solution or a good feasible solution.

A good feasible solution is one that is close enough to the optimal solution and
provides satisfactory results. The quality of such a solution is measured by its proximity to
the optimal value or an approximation of that value.

Note: The revised text removes unnecessary phrases and focuses on the key points;
using existing solvers (commercial and open source) to find optimal or good feasible
solutions for the formulated optimization problem. The references are included for those
who want to explore specific software options.

We validated the formulated optimization problem using two MILP solvers:

• IBM ILOG CPLEX. This commercial solver utilizes the well-known branch-and-cut
method, specifically branch-and-bound with cutting planes. This approach identifies
additional constraints that improve the optimization process. For detailed information
on these methods, refer to [49].

• GLPK (GNU Linear Programming Kit). This open-source solver uses the “GNU
MathProg” language, a subset of AMPL [www.ampl.com]. It translates problems
defined in this language and offers functionalities for solving linear, integer, and
mixed-integer linear programs.

This initial validation allowed us to carry out the following:

1. Analyze and compare feasible solutions in the context of real-world scenarios.
2. Validate the optimization parameters and coefficients in the objective function.
3. Guide the optimization process towards the desired solution.

Both solvers successfully found optimal solutions for the simulated problems. How-
ever, IBM ILOG CPLEX exhibited significantly higher efficiency, solving problems up to
10 times faster than GLPK. To ensure efficient integration and facilitate interfacing into
the B.I. system, the proposed algorithm will be developed by means of the same pro-
gramming language of the system, i.e., PHP, in an object-oriented fashion. The basic idea
is to deploy the code as a library that will provide an algorithmic method to solve the
optimization problem.

The software will adopt the well-known model–view–controller pattern to ensure
separation between the modelling, the presentation and the processing of the data. From
this perspective, at each optimization, the steps our code will perform are as follows:

• Populate the model with the information stored in the database (model).
• Process the model according to the logic of the algorithm (controller).
• Present the result of the processing to the system (view).

After introducing each provided class with details on attributes and data types, we
illustrate the class diagrams, and the sequence of operations performed when an event

www.ampl.com
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occurs. Finally, the structure of the database which will host the required information
is described.

Class Descriptions

The control system will expose the following classes:

• GenericEvent: the base class for events that trigger a new optimization.
• ChargingRequestEvent: triggered by a new charging request.
• DSMEvent: triggered by changes in energy tariffs or power availability.
• ChargingRequest: represents a charging request made by a user.
• PowerInfo: stores information about available power.
• EnergyInfo: stores information about the energy tariff.
• CSCCPlanner: the main class responsible for launching the optimization process.
• ChargingStation: represents the charging station involved in a request.
• ElectricVehicle: represents the electric vehicle involved in a request.
• OptimizationResult: the output of the algorithm, including control signals and ex-

pected costs for each charging request.

Table 1 details the input data required by the algorithm, along with their class, type,
and database storage location.

Table 1. Algorithm input data description.

Name Description Type Source

Battery

X0 Initial level of charge double Battery table

Xmin Minimum level of charge (battery-specific) double Battery table

Xmax Maximum level of charge (battery-specific) double Battery table

ξ Battery performance coefficient double Battery table

EVModel
∆PEV

max Maximum charging/discharging power allowed by EV double EV models table

∆PEV
min Minimum charging/discharging power allowed by EV double EV models table

ChargingStation
∆PCS

max Maximum charging/discharging power allowed by the CS double Charging station table

∆PCS
min Minimum charging/discharging power allowed by the CS double Charging station table

PowerInfo
Pref Desired mean power double PowerInfo table

P Maximum power available for EV fleet double PowerInfo table

EnergyInfo C Electricity tariff double EnergyInfo table

ChargingRequest

Xref Desired level of charge double Charging request table

E Departure time slot (chosen by the driver) integer Charging request table

S Arrival time slot integer Charging request table

ε Tolerance factor for estimated cost double Charging request table

f Flexibility Boolean Charging request table

CSCCPlanner

I Time slot of the last optimization integer CSCC planner table

µ Trade-off parameter double CSCC planner table

Λ Diagonal matrix double CSCC planner table

T Sampling time double CSCC planner table

M IDs of connected EV integer (calculated at runtime)

Mk IDs of connected EV at k-th time slot integer (calculated at runtime)

Table 2 shows the algorithm output data description. The generated output data must
be stored in the database for future optimization.
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Table 2. Algorithm output data description.

OptimizationResult
U Control variable related to the charging operations

on the EV associated with the request double (calculated at runtime)

c Estimated cost associated with the request double (calculated at runtime)

To conclude this subsection, Figure 4 shows the UML diagram illustrating the relation-
ship between the mentioned classes.
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4.4. Sequence Diagram and Process Flow

The interaction between the CSCC, EVs, and CSs follows a clear operational flow,
which can be visualized in the UML diagrams. The sequence begins with a charging
request (CR) sent from the user to the CSCC, followed by data retrieval, optimization, and
the transmission of control signals to the charging stations. This process ensures that all
EVs receive updated charging instructions tailored to current grid conditions and user
preferences (see Figure 5). The following steps outline the sequence of operations that occur
after a charging request is initiated at the charging station:

• The user at the charging station sends a charging request to the system (1).
• The system stores the request in the database and launches the optimization calling

the method provided by the planner (2, 3, 4).
• The planner must fill the model with the updated data stored in the database (5 and 6).
• The planner starts the optimization process (7).
• When completed, the planner stores the result in the database and notifies the system

(8, 9, and 10).
• The system sends the updated control data to all the active charging stations, including

the cost for the one that makes the request (11).
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A similar process occurs during DSM events, where the system adapts to grid demands
by altering the power allocated to charging stations. These operational flows highlight
the flexibility and responsiveness of the control system in handling diverse real-world
scenarios (see Figure 6).
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The sequence of operations is almost identical to the charging request case. The only
difference is that, in this case, the event that starts the process is triggered internally by
the system, and the output of the algorithm does not include any cost notification for the
users. Regarding database modeling, as previously mentioned, the model is built based
on updated information stored in the database. Each element required by the algorithm is
constructed from the class definitions and then populated with the stored values.

4.5. Field Testing and Validation

The initial data used to validate our model originate from the interoperability infor-
mation system between FEVs, whose charging system is optimized, and the smart grid,
where the event-driven model predictive control is implemented. This system was tested
in Ljubljana (Slovenia), as part of the final pilot results of the Mobincity project [50].

The pilot test fields were divided into two main categories. The first, called partial
validation, included software validation and the testing of specific functionalities, such
as route recovery and updating, as well as the reservation module. These functionalities
were tested as a preliminary step before moving on to the second phase. The second phase,
system integration, focused on testing long-chain functionalities that involved almost all
components and participants in the pilot.

Key system features tested included trip planning for various detailed use cases and
re-routing processes when needed for demand-side management. This phase considered
constraints such as traffic conditions, user behavior, and battery status. The pilot tested
the effectiveness of the predictive control model in lowering charging costs and enhancing
energy system stability.

Figure 7 shows the geographic area selected for field testing, encompassing all the
necessary energy and transport infrastructure to ensure the system’s proper functioning
and validate its full range of functionalities.
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5. Discussion and Conclusions

This paper introduces an advanced demand-side management (DSM) system aimed
at optimizing electric vehicle (EV) charging at public charging stations through a novel
event-driven model predictive control (MPC) approach. The system’s ability to dynamically
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adjust to real-time grid conditions, electricity prices, and user preferences highlights its
potential as a crucial component in the management of modern smart grids. The results
from extensive simulations demonstrate that the proposed system not only effectively
reduces charging costs for users but also significantly enhances grid stability by mitigating
peak loads and efficiently managing the distribution of energy demand.

The integration of such a DSM system into smart city infrastructures represents a
forward-thinking solution for the challenges posed by the growing adoption of EVs. As
urban areas increasingly prioritize sustainable and efficient energy management, the ability
to balance electricity demand and supply in real-time becomes critical. The MPC-based
DSM system proposed in this study addresses these needs by optimizing charging sched-
ules, thereby supporting the stable operation of the grid while also providing cost savings
for end-users. This dual benefit positions the system as a key enabler in the development
of sustainable urban energy solutions.

Another important consideration is the integration of the proposed DSM system
with existing payment systems in the market. Synchronizing the charging infrastructure
with widely used payment platforms will be essential for the practical implementation of
the system in real-world scenarios. This includes enabling seamless payment processing
through mobile apps, contactless payments, and other digital wallets commonly used
by EV owners. A key challenge will be ensuring that the system is compatible with the
dynamic nature of energy tariffs and billing structures. Future iterations of the DSM system
should prioritize the development of secure, scalable, and user-friendly payment interfaces
that can adapt to real-time price fluctuations while providing a smooth user experience.
This integration will further enhance the adoption of the system by making it easier for EV
users to interact with charging services and manage costs effectively.

However, while the system shows great promise, it is important to recognize and
address its limitations. One notable limitation is the assumption of a uniform electricity
tariff across all charging events. In reality, energy costs can vary significantly based on
factors such as time of day, location, and market conditions. Future iterations of the
system should incorporate variable tariffs to more accurately reflect the complexities of real-
world energy markets. Additionally, the current model does not fully integrate renewable
energy sources, which are becoming increasingly prevalent in modern power systems. The
inclusion of renewable energy considerations in the DSM framework could further enhance
the system’s ability to reduce costs and improve grid stability, particularly in regions with
high penetration of solar and wind power.

Additionally, the current model does not fully integrate renewable energy sources,
which are becoming increasingly prevalent in modern power systems. The inclusion
of renewable energy considerations in the DSM framework could further enhance the
system’s ability to reduce costs and improve grid stability, particularly in regions with high
penetration of solar and wind power. By leveraging renewable energy, the DSM system
could optimize charging times to coincide with periods of excess renewable generation,
helping to balance supply and demand while minimizing reliance on fossil fuels. This
would not only stabilize the grid but also contribute to reducing the overall carbon footprint
of urban energy systems.

Future research should focus on expanding the capabilities of the DSM system to
address these limitations. This includes refining the system’s algorithms to enhance its
efficiency and scalability, particularly in large-scale deployments involving thousands of
EVs. Moreover, integrating renewable energy sources into the control framework will
be essential for maximizing the system’s environmental and economic benefits. Another
area of future exploration is the development of a standardized business and regulatory
framework for DSM in smart cities. Establishing such a framework will be crucial for
facilitating the widespread adoption of DSM technologies and ensuring their effective
operation across diverse regulatory environments.

Author Contributions: Conceptualization, V.F.; methodology, V.F.; software, V.F. and V.P.; validation,
V.P.; formal analysis, V.F. and V.P.; investigation, V.F. and V.P.; resources, V.F. and V.P.; data curation,



Appl. Sci. 2024, 14, 8736 18 of 20

V.F.; writing—original draft preparation, V.F.; writing—review and editing, V.P.; visualization, V.F.
and V.P.; supervision, V.P.; project administration, V.F. and V.P.; funding acquisition, V.P. All authors
have read and agreed to the published version of the manuscript.

Funding: This research was funded by University of Valencia, the Department of Education, Universi-
ties, and Employment of the Valencian Government [grant numbers AICO/2021/257, CIAICO/2023-
GVRTE/2023/4572860], and the Spanish Ministry of Science, Innovation and Universities [grant
number PID2021-128228NB-I00].

Institutional Review Board Statement: Not applicable.

Informed Consent Statement: Not applicable.

Data Availability Statement: Data are contained within the article.

Conflicts of Interest: The authors declare no conflicts of interest.

References
1. Pérez, V.; Aybar, C.; Pavía, J.M. COVID-19 and Changes in Social Habits. Restaurant Terraces, a Booming Space in Cities. The

Case of Madrid. Mathematics 2021, 9, 2133. [CrossRef]
2. Campisi, T.; Severino, A.; Al-Rashid, M.A.; Pau, G. The Development of the Smart Cities in the Connected and Autonomous

Vehicles (CAVs) Era: From Mobility Patterns to Scaling in Cities. Infrastructures 2021, 6, 100. [CrossRef]
3. Pandiyan, P.; Saravanan, S.; Usha, K.; Kanadasan, R.; Alsharif, M.H.; Kim, M.K. Technological advancements toward smart

energy management in smart cities. Energy Rep. 2023, 10, 648–677. [CrossRef]
4. Humayun, M.; Alsaqer, M.S.; Jhanjhi, N. Energy Optimization for Smart Cities Using IoT. Appl. Artif. Intell. 2022, 36, 2037255.

[CrossRef]
5. Pérez, V.; Aybar, C. Challenges in Geocoding: An Analysis of R Packages and Web Scraping Approaches. ISPRS Int. J. Geo-Inf.

2024, 13, 170. [CrossRef]
6. Kumar, H.; Singh, M.K.; Gupta, M.P.; Madaan, J. Moving towards smart cities: Solutions that lead to the Smart City Transformation

Framework. Technol. Forecast. Soc. Chang. 2020, 153, 119281. [CrossRef]
7. Nikitas, A.; Michalakopoulou, K.; Njoya, E.T.; Karampatzakis, D. Artificial Intelligence, Transport and the Smart City: Definitions

and Dimensions of a New Mobility Era. Sustainability 2020, 12, 2789. [CrossRef]
8. Hilmani, A.; Maizate, A.; Hassouni, L. Automated Real-Time Intelligent Traffic Control System for Smart Cities Using Wireless

Sensor Networks. Wirel. Commun. Mob. Comput. 2020, 2020, 8841893. [CrossRef]
9. Mishra, P.; Singh, G. Energy Management Systems in Sustainable Smart Cities Based on the Internet of Energy: A Technical

Review. Energies 2023, 16, 6903. [CrossRef]
10. Khalid, M. Smart grids and renewable energy systems: Perspectives and grid integration challenges. Energy Strategy Rev. 2024,

51, 101299. [CrossRef]
11. Sadeghian, O.; Oshnoei, A.; Mohammadi, B.; Vahidinasab, V.; Anvari, A. A comprehensive review on electric vehicles smart

charging: Solutions, strategies, technologies, and challenges. J. Energy Storage 2022, 54, 105241. [CrossRef]
12. Filote, C.; Felseghi, R.A.; Raboaca, M.S.; Aschilean, I. Environmental impact assessment of green energy systems for power supply

of electric vehicle charging station. Int. J. Energy Res. 2020, 44, 10471–10494. [CrossRef]
13. Naja, R.; Soni, A.; Carletti, C. Electric Vehicles Energy Management for Vehicle-to-Grid 6G-Based Smart Grid Networks. J. Sens.

Actuator Netw. 2023, 12, 79. [CrossRef]
14. Atawi, I.E.; Al-Shetwi, A.Q.; Magableh, A.M.; Albalawi, O.H. Recent Advances in Hybrid Energy Storage System Integrated

Renewable Power Generation: Configuration, Control, Applications, and Future Directions. Batteries 2023, 9, 29. [CrossRef]
15. Musa, A.A.; Malami, S.I.; Alanazi, F.; Ounaies, W.; Alshammari, M.; Haruna, S.I. Sustainable Traffic Management for Smart Cities

Using Internet-of-Things-Oriented Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS): Challenges and Recommendations. Sustainability
2023, 15, 9859. [CrossRef]

16. Elsagheer, S.A. Intelligent Traffic Management System Based on the Internet of Vehicles (IoV). J. Adv. Transp. 2021, 2021, 4037533.
[CrossRef]

17. Khan, S.; Nazir, S.; García-Magariño, I.; Hussain, A. Deep learning-based urban big data fusion in smart cities: Towards traffic
monitoring and flow-preserving fusion. Comput. Electr. Eng. 2021, 89, 106906. [CrossRef]

18. Tan, K.M.; Babu, T.S.; Ramachandaramurthy, V.K.; Kasinathan, P.; Solanki, S.G.; Raveendran, S.K. Empowering smart grid: A
comprehensive review of energy storage technology and application with renewable energy integration. J. Energy Storage 2021,
39, 102591. [CrossRef]

19. Albogamy, F.R.; Khan, S.A.; Hafeez, G.; Murawwat, S.; Khan, S.; Haider, S.I.; Basit, A.; Thoben, K.-D. Real-Time Energy
Management and Load Scheduling with Renewable Energy Integration in Smart Grid. Sustainability 2022, 14, 1792. [CrossRef]
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