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COURSE DATA

DATA SUBJECT

Code: 33250
Name: Introduction to philosophy
Cycle: Undergraduate Studies
ECTS Credits: 6
Academic year: 2025-26

STUDY (S)

Degree Center Acad. year Period

1012 - Degree in Philosophy Facultat de Filosofia i Ciències
de l'Educació 1 First quarter

SUBJECT-MATTER

Degree Subject-matter Character
1012 - Degree in Philosophy Philosophy BASIC

COORDINATION

RYCHTER MIRAS PABLO

MARAGUAT IDARRAGA EDGAR

SUMMARY

Introduction to philosophy is a mandatory course in the first year of the Philosophy Program. The main goal
of this course is that students develop a first understanding of the different areas of philosophy, its
methods, the relations between philosophy and other disciplines, and the relations between philosophy and
its own history.

PREVIOUS KNOWLEDGE

RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER SUBJECTS OF THE SAME DEGREE

 There are no specified enrollment restrictions with other subjects of the curriculum.
 
OTHER REQUIREMENTS
 
No previous knowledge required.

COMPETENCES / LEARNING OUTCOMES
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 - 

Accurately describe the results of the analysis of controversial and complex problems.

Acquire the capacity to pose and solve problems, as well as to make decisions, in a limited time.

Be able to apply knowledge to practice.

Be able to communicate in a foreign language.

Be able to design, manage and evaluate quality projects.

Be able to obtain information from different primary and secondary sources.

Be able to organise and plan work times.

Be agile and efficient managing various sources of information: bibliographical, electronic and others.

Capacidad de comunicación profesional oral y escrita en las lenguas propias de la Universitat de València.

Develop innovation and creativity.

Have critical and self-critical capacity.

Identify and evaluate clearly and rigorously the arguments presented either in texts or orally.

Identify the fundamental issues that underlie any type of debate.

Know how to work in a team avoiding gender discrimination.

Que los estudiantes sepan aplicar sus conocimientos a su trabajo o vocación de una forma profesional y
posean las competencias que suelen demostrarse por medio de la elaboración y defensa de argumentos y
la resolución de problemas dentro de su área de estudio.

Students must be able to communicate information, ideas, problems and solutions to both expert and lay
audiences.

Students must have acquired knowledge and understanding in a specific field of study, on the basis of
general secondary education and at a level that includes mainly knowledge drawn from advanced
textbooks, but also some cutting-edge knowledge in their field of study.

Students must have the ability to gather and interpret relevant data (usually in their field of study) to make
judgements that take relevant social, scientific or ethical issues into consideration.

DESCRIPTION OF CONTENTS
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1. The nature of philosophy and methological issues

This module will deal with topics related to the nature of philosophy, its field of study, its methods and its
relationships with other activities. These are some points that can be addressed within this thematic unit:

1. Introduction
2. Philosophy and the history of philosophy
3. Philosophy and Science
4. Analytical Philosophy and Continental Philosophy
5. History of philosophy: an overview
5.1. Ancient philosophy
5.2. Modern philosophy
5.3. Contemporary philosophy

2. Philosophical problems: an introduction

Some specific philosophical problems related to the various fields in which philosophical activity unfolds
will be introduced in this module. The main positions on them will be discussed (materialism vs. idealism;
realism vs. antirealism; moral objectivism vs. moral relativism; theism / deism vs. atheism / agnosticism,
etc.), encouraging students to develop their own views and arguments about them. These are some points
that can be addressed within this thematic unit:

1. Metaphysics
2. Theory of knowledge
3. Ethics or moral philosophy
4. Philosophical anthropology
5. Political philosophy
6. Philosophy of religion
7. Philosophy of art

3. Analysis of philosophical texts

In this module, corresponding to the practical part, some philosophical texts, both classic and
contemporary, related to the topics of units 1 and 2 will be analyzed. The list of texts to be analyzed will be
offered in a specific guide for this unit at the beginning of the course.

WORKLOAD

PRESENCIAL ACTIVITIES

Activity Hours
Tutorials 5,00
Theory 30,00
Seminar 15,00

Total hours 50,00
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NON PRESENCIAL ACTIVITIES

Activity Hours
Attendance at other activities 5,00
Individual or group project 0,00
Independent study and work 95,00
Preparation of lessons 0,00
Preparation for assessment activities 0,00
Resolution of case studies 0,00

Total hours 100,00

TEACHING METHODOLOGY

1. Theoretical-oriented lectures: these lectures will be mostly expository, althoug it is expected an active
student's participation. In order to do this, students will have to come to class having done the mandatory
readings to be discussed in class.

 

2. Practical-oriented classes: in each of these sessions, students will carry out a task that will be proposed
by the professor.

 

3. Tutorials: these sessions will constitue a forum in which students may raise any course-related
questions. These sessions will be also devoted to monitoring the students' work.

 

4. Homework: during the course, students will write at least one essay under the supervision of the
professors.

EVALUATION

First call

The evaluation will be done through a final written test and a series of continuous evaluation activities
(essays, presentations, commentaries, etc.) that will be carried out during the course. The final written
exam and the activities proposed in the theoretical classes will determine 65% of the final grade, while the
activities proposed in the practical classes will determine the remaining 35%. The maximum possible grade
for the theoretical part will be 6.5 points. The maximum possible mark in the practical part will be 3.5
points.
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Second call

The evaluation will be done through a final written exam on the entire syllabus that will determine 100% of
the final grade.

Both in the first and the second call, in order to pass the course, students must get a grade equal or greater
than 5 in the final exam, and attend 70% of the practical sessions.

 

Fraudulent conduct in assessment tests and plagiarism in assessment work will be considered in
accordance with the UV Assessment and Grading Regulations (ACGUV 108/2017) and the Protocol for
Action against Fraudulent Practices (ACGUV 123/2020).

The use of technologies (including AI) to create assessment materials without prior and express
authorization from the teaching staff will prevent them from being considered as self-authored and will be
treated according to current regulations and the UV Code of Coexistence and Good Practices (ACGUV
300/2023, DOGV, no. 9747/18.12.2023).

REFERENCES

• - Adorno, Th. W. (2009), �¿Para qué aún la filosofía?�, en: Id., Crítica de la cultura y sociedad II, 
Madrid, Akal, pp. 401-414. - Blackburn, S. (2001), Pensar. Una incitación a la Filosofía, Barcelona, 
Paidós. - Corbí, J. E. (2011), �El refugio de la claridad�, Análisis Filosófico, XXX, Núm. 1: 89-122 - 
Craig, E. (2002) Philosophy: A Very Short Introduction, Oxford, OUP. - Double, R. (1999), 
Beginning Philosophy, New York, Oxford University Press. - Macintyre, A. (1990): "La relación de 
la filosofía con su pasado", en: Rorty, R., Schneewind, J.& - Skinner, Q. (eds.), La filosofía en la 
historia, Barcelona, Paidós, pp. 49-67. - Rabossi, E. (2009), En el comienzo Dios creo el canon: 
biblia berolinensis, Barcelona, Gedisa. - Russell, B. (2009), Els problemes de la filosofia, Girona, 
Accent. - Teichman, J. & Evans, K. (1996), Filosofía, una guía para principiantes, Madrid, Alizanza 
- Terricabras, J. M. (1995), Fer filosofia avui, Barcelona, Edicions 62 - Williams, B. (2000), �
Philosophy as a Humanistic Discipline�, Philosophy 75, pp. 477-496.

 
• - Blasco, J. L. & Grimaltos. T. (2003) Teoria del coneixement. València, Publicacions de la 

Universitat de València (versión castellana 2004) - Moya, C. J. (2006), Filosofía de la mente. 
València, Publicacions de la Universitat de València.

 
•

 
• Arana, J., La conciencia inexplicada. Ensayo sobre los límites de la comprensión naturalista de la



Course Guide
33250 Introduction to philosophy

33250 Introduction to philosophy 6 / 6

mente, Madrid: Biblioteca Nueva, 2015. Arenas, L. �Triunfar fracassando. A tradição racionalista 
e o destino dos deuses�en Marciano Adilio Spica y Horacio Luján Martínez (Eds.), Religião em 
um Mundo Plural. Debates desde a Filosofia, Pelotas (Brasil): NEPFIL, 2014, pp. 104-139. Arenas,
L., �Para una metafísica del quizá:deliberación, imaginación y tolerancia en la teoría moral de 
Dewey�, en David Pérez chico y Alicia García Ruiz (eds.), Perfeccionismo. Entre la ética políticay 
la autonomía personal, Zaragoza, Prensas Universitarias de Zaragoza, 2014. De Waal, F., 
Primates y filósofos. La evolución moral del simio al hombre, Barcelona: Paidós, 2007. 
Brockman, J. (ed.), La mente, Barcelona: Crítica, 2012. Bueno, El animal divino, Oviedo: Pentalfa, 
1985. Cortina, A., Neuroética y neuropolítica. Sugerencias para la educación moral, Madrid: 
Tecnos, 2011. Chatterjee, A., The aesthetic brain. How we evolved to desire beauty and enjoy art, 
Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2014. Dawkins, R., El espejismo de Dios, Madrid: Espasa Calpe, 
2007. Dennett, D. C., Romper el hechizo. La religión como un fenómeno natural, Buenos Aires, 
Katz, 2007 Dennett, D., "Condiciones para la cualidad de persona", México: Universidad Nacional 
Autónoma de Máxico, 1989 Dennett, La conciencia explicada. Una teoría interdisciplinar, 
Barcelona: Paidós, 2012.

 
• Dewey, J., Arte como experiencia, Barcelona: Paidós, 2008, pp. 3-22 Dewey, J., Teoría de la 

Valoración, Madrid: Biblioteca Nueva, 2007 (aquí). Diegez, A., La evolución del conocimiento. De 
la mente animal a la mente humana, Madrid: Biblioteca Nueva, 2011. Dutton, D., El instinto del 
arte, Barcelona: Paidós, 2010. Estany, A., �El impacto de las ciencias cognitivas en la filosofía de 
la ciencia�, Eidos: Revista de Filosofía de la Universidad del Norte, núm. 6, mayo, 2007, pp. 26-61.
Faerna, A. M., "El problema del conocimiento y la actitud naturalista en filosofía", en García, E. y 
J. Muñoz (eds.), La teoría evolucionista del conocimiento, Madrid: Complutense, 1999, pp. 57-81 
Sanfélix, V., �Teoría del conocimiento�, en Navarro Cordón, J.M. (ed.), Perspectivas del 
pensamiento contemporáneo, Madrid: Síntesis, 2004. Gazzaniga, M. S., El cerebro ético, 
Barcelona, Paidós, 2006 Georgescu-Roegen, N., La ley de la entropía y el desarrollo económico, 
Madrid: Visor, 2004 Santiago Muiño, E., �Límites externos de acumulación de capital: el declive 
energético del siglo XXI� Hoyos Valdés, D., Ética naturalizada: evolución, naturaleza humana y 
moralidad, Editorial Universidad de Caldas 2001 . Marx, K., El capital, Madrid: Siglo XXI, 2008 
Pacho, J., ¿Naturalizar la razón? Alcance y límites del naturalismo evolucionista, Madrid: Siglo 
XXI, 1995. Pinker, S., La tabla rasa, Barcelona: Paidós, 2010.

 
• Scranton, R., "La gran certeza del cambio climático", MIT Tecnology Review, en https://www.

technologyreview.es/s/11112/la-gran-certeza-del-cambio-climatico-nuestro-estilo-de-vida-ha-
muerto Schaeffer, J. M., �Experiencia estética: placer y conocimiento�, en Boletín de estética, 
VIII, n.º 25 (primavera, 2013), Centro de Investigaciones Filosóficas. Programa de Estudios en 
Filosofía del Arte. Tremlin, T., Minds and Gods: The Cognitive Foundations of Religion, New York: 
Oxford University Press, 2006.

 


