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SUMMARY

Contemporary History is a basic formation subject of the first academic year. It is one of the subjects
common to all the degrees of the Faculty of Social Sciences. This allows students to choose from different
social sciences degrees.

This subject is aimed at providing students with basic knowledge on contemporary history, especially that
of the 20th century and its consequences, in order to understand the present world. Besides, it aims at
stimulating general skills that are pertinent to social sciences students and particular skills obtained
through the study of History.

PREVIOUS KNOWLEDGE

RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER SUBJECTS OF THE SAME DEGREE

There are no specified enrollment restrictions with other subjects of the curriculum.

OTHER REQUIREMENTS
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COMPETENCES / LEARNING OUTCOMES

1311 - Degree in Social Work

Demonstrate critical and self-critical thinking in the field of the degree programme, considering aspects
such as professional ethics, moral values and the social implications of the different activities carried out.

Demonstrate professional competence in the practice of social work.

Identify the disciplinary knowledge necessary for the analysis of contemporary society, its structure and
dynamics, including the complexity of social phenomena, adopting a multidisciplinary perspective.

DESCRIPTION OF CONTENTS

1. Contemporary History, with particular emphasis on Europe
The Second Industrial Revolution

Raw materials, energy sources and technological innovations. The new organisation of labour and
production and its economic and social consequences. Mass production and mass consumption. The
phenomena of business concentration and the new developments in the global market.

2. Colonialism and Imperialism in the Nineteenth and Twentieth Centuries

Conceptual issues. Historical phases of colonialism and imperialism. Interpretations of imperialism. An
overview of the colonial empires from 1880 until their disappearance.

3. The First World War

The significance of the First World War in Contemporary History. Causes of the war. The course of the war.
Innovative features of the conflict. Consequences of the First World War.

4. Communism and Fascism in Europe

The Russian Revolution and the construction of Soviet totalitarianism. The Fascist Revolutions and the
construction of totalitarianism in Italy and Germany. Fundamental characteristics of communist regimes.
Fundamental characteristics of fascist regimes.
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5. The Second World War and the Holocaust

Causes of the war. The course and consequences of the war. The historical significance of the Holocaust.
Europe and the world after the war: a general overview.

6. The Cold War

The outbreak and stages of the Cold War. The Cold War in its global arenas and crises. The end of the Cold
War. International relations after the Cold War.

7. Europe: From the European Economic Community to the European Union

The idea of a community of European states as a consequence of the European "civil wars" of the twentieth
century. Stages in the construction of a European community. The European Union: enlargements,
ambitions and realities.

WORKLOAD
PRESENCIAL ACTIVITIES
Activity Hours
Theoretical and practical classes 60,00
Total hours 60,00
NON PRESENCIAL ACTIVITIES
Activity Hours
Attendance at other activities 0,00
Individual or group project 0,00
Independent study and work 90,00
Preparation of lessons 0,00
Preparation for assessment activities 0,00
Resolution of case studies 0,00
Total hours 90,00

TEACHING METHODOLOGY

EVALUATION

1. Exam. Open-ended written examination designed to assess written communication skills, the
organisation of ideas, the ability to apply knowledge, analytical competence, and creativity. This
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examination accounts for 70% of the final grade.

2. Continuous assessment of students' work throughout the course, and/or attendance and/or participation
in face-to-face teaching sessions, tutorials, and/or complementary learning activities. This component
accounts for 30% of the final grade. This compulsory coursework element is not eligible for resit
assessment during the second examination period. Students must achieve a minimum mark of 5 out of 10
in the written examination in order for the mark awarded for the compulsory coursework to be included in
the final grade.

It should be noted that:

Plagiarism is defined as "the dishonest act of substantially copying the work of others and presenting it as
one's own" (Reducindo et al., 2017, p. 300). Similarly, cyberplagiarism "occurs when a piece of work is
presented as the result of personal effort when, in fact, it consists wholly or partially of information copied
from another author without any form of acknowledgement or bibliographical reference. This most
commonly occurs with online texts [...]" (Sarria and De Francisco, 2018, p. 4).

Avoiding such practices requires the responsible and ethical use of information in academic work. Among
the various standards recognised by the academic community, the APA Publication Manual (7th Edition)
constitutes an essential framework for ensuring academic integrity, as will be specified in the continuous
assessment tasks submitted throughout the semester.

In light of the above, from the second semester of the first year onwards, particular attention will be paid
across all modules to compliance with the principles of academic integrity and respect for the intellectual
property rights of others. Within the framework of continuous assessment, students will be expected to
demonstrate appropriate academic practice through the correct use of citation conventions and the proper
presentation of scholarly work.
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