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COURSE DATA

DATA SUBJECT

Code: 33907
Name: Industrial Architecture
Cycle: Undergraduate Studies
ECTS Credits: 6
Academic year: 2025-26

STUDY (S)

Degree Center Acad. year Period
1006 - Degree in History of Art Facultat de Geografia i Història 4 Second quarter

SUBJECT-MATTER

Degree Subject-matter Character
1006 - Degree in History of Art Contemporary art and media ELECTIVES

COORDINATION

BESO ROS ADRIAN

SUMMARY

In this subject we will try to approach the richness and diversity of typologies of architecture related to
industrial production processes. This includes, in addition to the factory buildings themselves, all those
typologies produced with industrial techniques and materials and which are typical of the industrial society,
among which we find workers' colonies, communication networks, collective facilities, etc. The impact of
industrialisation on the territory and on architecture will be analysed and a tour will be made of the different
architectural typologies classified by sectors, considering for each of them a diachronic evolution of the
type in relation to various aspects, such as the changes in the materials used in construction or the energy
sources used in the production process.

Based on this conceptual approach and understanding its cultural value, the different aspects related to the
management of this specific heritage will be addressed, such as the regulations and legislation that grant it
protection, study and research, conservation and recovery and, finally, dissemination for the knowledge and
appreciation of the public.

PREVIOUS KNOWLEDGE

RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER SUBJECTS OF THE SAME DEGREE

 There are no specified enrollment restrictions with other subjects of the curriculum.
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OTHER REQUIREMENTS
 

There are no prerequisites for this subject. However, it is advisable to have a basic knowledge of the history
of contemporary architecture and the history and management of artistic heritage.

COMPETENCES / LEARNING OUTCOMES

 - 

Be able to analyse and synthesise information from the various contents of art history and to apply it to
professional practice.

Be able to apply basic knowledge to future professional situations through appropriate organisation and
planning of the contents of art history.

Be able to apply the basic knowledge acquired by means of applying critical reasoning to the analysis and
assessment of alternatives.

Be able to assess artistic production under the perspective of sustainability, forging values and attitudes
that contribute to the sustainable development of the environment.

Be able to design an integral project for the management of artistic property, from its knowledge to its
social exploitation.

Be able to present management and dissemination projects in all fields of art history, both orally and in
writing.

Be able to use the knowledge acquired to formulate hypotheses, make summaries and draw orderly
conclusions.

Be acquainted with contemporary art.

Be acquainted with historical-artistic heritage.

Have an updated knowledge of bibliography and ability to analyse it critically, and be able to make a
synthesis from a critical stand.

Have systematic and integrated knowledge of the artistic product, through the analysis of the different
languages, procedures and techniques of artistic production throughout history.

Make direct contact with artistic works through visits to historical monuments, museums and exhibitions
that show this type of work to the public.

Show motivation for quality through a personal ethical commitment to the professional environment.

DESCRIPTION OF CONTENTS
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1. INDUSTRIAL ARCHITECTURE. DEFINITION AND CHARACTERISTICS

Industrial revolutions. Acknowledgement of industrial heritage. Basic concepts: industrial heritage,
industrial archaeology, industrial architecture. Characteristics and new concepts of industrial architecture.
Aesthetics of industrial architecture.

 

2. ARCHITECTURAL TYPOLOGIES. THE PRODUCTIVE SECTORS

Typologies of factories. The production of capital and consumer goods (mining, iron and steel, textiles,
paper, construction materials). Agri-food production (architectures for storage, processing and trade:
wheat, wine, orange and rice). Energy production (gas, thermoelectric, hydroelectric).

 

3. ARCHITECTURAL TYPOLOGIES. CITY AND HOUSING

Drinking water supply. Architecture for supply (markets and slaughterhouses). School architecture. Prison
architecture. Workers' housing. Cemeteries.

 

4. ARCHITECTURAL TYPOLOGIES: TRANSPORT, COMMUNICATIONS AND PUBLIC
WORKS

Railways (stations, tunnels, bridges, auxiliary installations...). Roads (roadmen's houses, bridges...). Optical
telegraph. Lighthouses.

 

5. REGULATIONS AND LEGISLATION

International reference documents (Nizhny Tagil Charter on Industrial Heritage, Dublin Principles). State
documents (National Plan for Industrial Heritage, Bierzo Charter). Industrial heritage in regional legislation.
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6. RESEARCH AND STUDY OF INDUSTRIAL ARCHITECTURE

Sources: Archives, newspaper libraries, guides and yearbooks, statistical sources, cartography,
photographic collections, oral memory. Applied research: inventories and catalogues. Evaluation criteria.

 

7. RESTORATION OF INDUSTRIAL ARCHITECTURE

Criteria. Industrial museums. Spaces for artistic events. Commercial spaces. Educational spaces.
Multifunctional spaces. Residential complexes. Administrative complexes. New urban spaces.

 

8. DISSEMINATION OF INDUSTRIAL ARCHITECTURE AND LANDSCAPE

Science and technology museums. Cultural parks. European cultural routes. Routes and greenways.
Industrial tourism.

 

WORKLOAD

PRESENCIAL ACTIVITIES

Activity Hours
Theory 45,00
Classroom practices 15,00

Total hours 60,00

NON PRESENCIAL ACTIVITIES

Activity Hours
Attendance at other activities 15,00
Individual or group project 20,00
Independent study and work 30,00
Preparation of lessons 10,00
Preparation for assessment activities 10,00
Resolution of case studies 5,00

Total hours 90,00

TEACHING METHODOLOGY
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The course is structured around the following points:

a) Three hours of face-to-face classes per week:

These are theoretical-practical lessons given by the lecturer, using visual media, in which the essential
aspects of the subject are presented, systematizing the bibliography. The practical component will be
carried out in these face-to-face classes, which may include the commentary and analysis of texts or
images related to the subject.

b) Attendance at seminars, guided visits or other activities:

This section may include compulsory attendance by students at activities organized by the teacher. These
activities will be determined by the number of students in the group.

c) Attendance to tutorships:

The student will be able to attend during the hours of attention to the students that the professor has
established, to make consultations on any subject or aspect related to the subject and the professor will be
able to arrange the realization of programmed tutorships when he considers it convenient.

EVALUATION

Written test:

Theoretical-practical written test at the end of the four-month period in which the following are assessed:

- Acquisition of knowledge

- Understanding of the historical and cultural processes in which the different artistic manifestations are
inscribed.

- Ability to argue and present an orderly and coherent discourse.

- Knowledge of the vocabulary and terminology specific to Art History.

This constitutes a percentage of 60% of the total grade.

 

Memorandum of activities:
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Written tests, reports, summaries and diagrams of the bibliography provided and of the complementary
activities proposed in the training activities section.

The following are assessed:

- Acquisition of knowledge.

- Understanding of the general and specific bibliography of the different subjects.

- Ability to prepare reports and/or written reports on the complementary activities proposed in the training
activities section (visits to buildings, ensembles, landscapes, museums, etc.).

- Acquisition of an analytical and critical spirit of the bibliography and sources used by the History of Art.

This constitutes a percentage of 10/20% of the total grade.

 

Individual and/or group practical work:

Individual and/or group work, written and/or oral, where the following are assessed:

- Acquisition of bibliographical research and information skills.

- Mastery of the general and specific bibliography of the different subjects.

- Ability to argue and present an orderly and coherent discourse.

- Elaboration of analyses and proposals for the interpretation of the work of art.

- Acquisition of a scientific methodology specific to Art History.

- Analysis and interpretation of the artistic fact in relation to documentary, literary and visual sources, etc.

- Acquisition of instrumental knowledge applied to Art History.

It constitutes a percentage of 20/30% of the total qualification.
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In summary:

WRITTEN TEST 60%.

ACTIVITY REPORT 10 / 20%.

INDIVIDUAL AND/OR GROUP PRACTICAL WORK 20 / 30%.

It is necessary to obtain at least 40% of the mark of the written test to pass the subject, that is to say, at
least a 4 out of 10.

In the second sitting there is no repetition of any type of work or reading control, only the exam is taken
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