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SUMMARY

This course is devoted to the History of Ideas. It is taught by teachers from the Department
of Philosophy, but the program is tailored to the needs of the Degree of History. As a
subject of basic training, it aims to familiarize the students with the nature of the History of
Ideas, with the difficulties of the scientific research and the benefits that entails for the
general study of history. The course provides an overview of the history of ideas and,
particularly, a tour of the main episodes in the history of modern and contemporary ideas.

PREVIOUS KNOWLEDGE

RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER SUBJECTS OF THE SAME DEGREE

There are no specified enrollment restrictions with other subjects of the curriculum.

OTHER REQUIREMENTS
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-Be able to analyse a text and trace its main elements.

-Be able to summarise the content of a text or audiovisual document.

-Be able to carry out research work (know its inner structure and formal conditions.

-Ability to make a convincing case on a topic in wich one has the proper information to organise it in a
coherent way.

-Experience using internet search engines.

COMPETENCES / LEARNING OUTCOMES

Be able to communicate and argue orally and in writing in one's own language using the terminology and
techniques of the profession.

Be able to make abstractions, to analyse and to synthesise.
Know and be able to use methods and techniques from other social and human sciences.

Show critical awareness of the relationship between current events and processes and the past.

DESCRIPTION OF CONTENTS

1. The Greek and Judeo-Christian roots of European thought.

The mythical image of human being. The invention of reason in classical Greece. Guilt and dependence in
Christian mythology. Christian invention of the will. The spread of Christianity and the doctrine of the two
cities.

2. The emergence of modern thinking.

The revival of the classical skeptical arguments in the context of religious polemics of the Christianity, the
great discoveries and the development of the new science. Modern experimental science with physical-
mathematical principles. The modern ideal of emancipation through knowledge. The Protestant
Reformation and the modern image of divinity. The birth of the modern state.

3. The dilemmas of modernity: Enlightenment and Romanticism.

The history of humanity as a civilizing progress. The search for a universal moral.

lllustrated criticism from political tyranny and religious obscurantism. The apology of autonomy and
revolution. Kultur/civilization opposition. The defense of cultural particularity and local roots and social
versus cosmopolitanism view.
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4. Civilization and Its suspicions.
The crisis of modern subjectivity. The debate on humanism in the twentieth century. The masses as new

political and historical subject. Criticism of the idea of progress and technology. The conflict in the
relationship between Europe and other cultures. Postmodernism.

WORKLOAD

PRESENCIAL ACTIVITIES
Activity Hours
Theory 30,00
Other activities 15,00
Classroom practices 15,00
Total hours 60,00
NON PRESENCIAL ACTIVITIES
Activity Hours
Attendance at other activities 0,00
Individual or group project 15,00
Independent study and work 40,00
Preparation of lessons 25,00
Preparation for assessment activities 10,00
Resolution of case studies 0,00
Total hours 90,00

TEACHING METHODOLOGY

A. Three hours of class per week.
These hours are distributed as follows:

1) Theoretical classes taught by teachers (30 hours / course). These classes will last

2 hours a week and in them the essential aspects of the subject will be exposed, it will be systematized the

contents and bibliography as well as resources for exam preparation and the course work be provided.

Students must attend the lectures having read the material recommended by the teacher for each session.
2) Practical classes (15 hours / course). The practical exercises will be done for 1 hour at the week in

established classes. The aim of this activity is to help the students in reading monographs, analysis and
understanding of texts, documents and materials relating to contents of the subject.

B. Practical work (individual or in group).

34015 History of Thought 3/5



Course Guide
34015 History of Thought

Throughout the course, students will have to prepare at least one paper, either individually or in group,
under the direction and supervision of the instructor.

C. Attendance at seminars or complementary activities.

Students will perform 15 hours of their complementary activities or seminars planned as specify for each
group.

D. Tutorials:

There will be two types of tutoring: the first one is set for the preparation and supervision of practical work.
The second one is for practical consultations.

up>
EVALUATION

1. The grade for the written tests will account for 60% of the final mark.
2. The grade for the practical work will account for 30% of the final mark.
3. The grade for the complementary activities will account for 10% of the final mark.

4. In the second sitting, those who have not passed the first sitting will have the option of recovering both
the theory and the practical assignments.

5. In order to pass the course, it will be necessary to obtain a minimum grade of 3 out of 6 (5 out of 10) in
the written tests, and a minimum grade of 1.2 out of 3 (4 out of 10) in the practicals.

Problems with spelling, syntax and/or written expression will be marked negatively in the grade of the tests.

REFERENCES

- The basic references will be indicated by the professor of each group.

- The complementary references will be indicated by the professor of each group.

ARENDT, Hannah, Entre el pasado y el futuro, Barcelona, Peninsula, 1996.
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