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SUMMARY

This subject aims to analyse culture from a sociological perspective. This implies influencing the
connection between the world of culture and empirical reality (unlike, for example, philosophical
analysis) and the interweaving of cultural phenomena with social structure and social action (something
that does not happen, among others, with semiology). Therefore, the relationship between the "social"
and "cultural" factors that give rise to social reality will be stressed. To this end, some of the central
debates of the discipline will be presented (cultural massification, cultural democratization, culture and
social distinction, cultural digitalization, etc.) that address these issues and specific cases will be
presented, illustrative of the theories presented and applied to the present. Likewise, the subject aims to
provide theoretical and methodological tools to analyse cultural professions and industries, cultural
consumption and cultural change in contemporary societies, focusing on contemporary debates
(cultural democratisation, cultural globalisation, cultural digitalisation, among others) that place
creativity as a central element in post-Fordist societies

PREVIOUS KNOWLEDGE

RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER SUBJECTS OF THE SAME DEGREE

There are no specified enrollment restrictions with other subjects of the curriculum.

OTHER REQUIREMENTS
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There are no specified enrollment restrictions with other subjects of the curriculum.

COMPETENCES / LEARNING OUTCOMES

1310 - Degree in Sociology

Students must be able to apply their knowledge to their work or vocation in a professional manner and have
acquired the competences required for the preparation and defence of arguments and for problem solving
in their field of study.

Students must be able to communicate information, ideas, problems and solutions to both expert and lay
audiences.

Students must have acquired knowledge and understanding in a specific field of study, on the basis of
general secondary education and at a level that includes mainly knowledge drawn from advanced
textbooks, but also some cutting-edge knowledge in their field of study.

Students must have developed the learning skills needed to undertake further study with a high degree of
autonomy.

Students must have the ability to gather and interpret relevant data (usually in their field of study) to make
judgements that take relevant social, scientific or ethical issues into consideration.

DESCRIPTION OF CONTENTS
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1. Definitions of Culture

1. The humanistic and anthropological definition of culture
2. The development of the sociological analysis of culture
3. The debate on ideology and the analysis of culture

4. The perspective of cultural studies

2. Sociological Analysis of Culture: Modernity, Postmodernity, and Culture

1. Sociogenesis of the modern cultural order

2. Analysis of the rules of cultural modernity

3. Creative work and cultural intermediation

4. The organization of creative activity: cultural and creative industries

5. Change in cultural and creative worlds
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3. Culture and Power: Mass Culture, Culturalism, and Sociological Critique

1. The critique of mass culture
2. The theory of cultural distinction: class, culture, and power

3. Consumption, lifestyles, and culture in the 21st century: omnivorousness, amateurs, and
subcultures

4. The analysis of consumption and cultural practices in Europe and Spain: main trends

4. Social Change, Digital Culture, and Transformations of Cultural Practices

1. Post-Fordist society and postmodern cultural dynamics

2. Social change, digitalization, and new cultural practices: digital change, culture of collaboration
and convergence

3. The processes of cultural globalization

4. Cultural policy and urban and territorial development

WORKLOAD

PRESENCIAL ACTIVITIES
Activity Hours
Theoretical and practical classes 60,00
Total hours 60,00
NON PRESENCIAL ACTIVITIES
Activity Hours
Attendance at other activities 5,00
Individual or group project 25,00
Independent study and work 25,00
Preparation of lessons 15,00
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Preparation for assessment activities 10,00
Resolution of case studies 10,00
Total hours 90,00

TEACHING METHODOLOGY

a) Lectures delivered by the lecturer to introduce the various topics on the syllabus. These sessions will focus on
explaining the theoretical concepts, analytical interdependencies and essential empirical data that students are
expected to master.

b) Reading of short texts, to be read and discussed in class, with the aim of introducing problematic aspects relating
to the topics on the syllabus.

c) Group discussion and analysis sessions based on audiovisual materials, such as films or documentaries,
designed to raise new questions about the course content.

d) A group project on the course content. Specific guidelines for completing the project will be provided in class.

EVALUATION

In this course, two assessment modes are offered:

Option A: regular attendance and participation throughout the course
Option B: no regular attendance and participation throughout the course

(A) Evidence of regular attendance and active participation throughout the course:

To be eligible for this assessment method, attendance at classes is mandatory. Regular
participation is defined as a minimum of 80% attendance. In order to pass the assessment, it is
necessary to submit and pass each component of the assessment by means of continuous
assessment (A).

* 40%: With regard to the practical work, students should note that this will be weighted as follows: a
minimum of 2 exercises will be assigned a weighting equivalent to the final average mark, while a
maximum of 4 exercises will be assigned a weighting equivalent to the final average mark. These
tasks can be completed either collaboratively or independently. It is imperative that all exercices are
submitted in order to calculate the average mark. In the event of exercices not being passed or if
not all are submitted, the assessment can be made up through the non-continuous examination. In
order to pass the exercices, a minimum mark of 5 must be achieved in their overall average. If the
excercices have been passed, they do not need to be resubmitted to be included in the average for
the second sitting.

+ 60%: The written examination will comprise several short questions on content and concepts to be
related, with students free to choose which to answer and which to leave blank. There will also be
one open-ended question to be chosen from two options. In order to pass the module, it is
necessary to achieve a minimum mark of 5 in both the first and second sittings of the exam. The
second sitting will comprise the same type of exam, but with a reduced number of questions.
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(B) Non-attendance mode (with or without sporadic attendance):

In this instance, the mark is entirely derived from the written examination. In this mode, the exam
will be the same as in the in-person mode, but with less choice and more questions. This will allow
for the recovery of marks for practical work that has not been submitted or has been failed.

In order to pass the module, it is necessary to achieve a minimum mark of 5 in the examination.
The second sitting will comprise the same type of exam, but with a reduced number of questions.
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