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Cycle: Undergraduate Studies
ECTS Credits: 6
Academic year: 2026-27

STUDY (S)

Degree Center Acad. year Period
1302 - Degree in Criminology Facultat de Dret 2 First quarter
1923 - Double Degree Programme Law-
Criminology Facultat de Dret 2 First quarter

SUBJECT-MATTER

Degree Subject-matter Character
1302 - Degree in Criminology Advanced research techniques COMPULSORY
1923 - Double Degree Programme Law-
Criminology Year 2 compulsory subjects COMPULSORY

COORDINATION

ABELLAN LOPEZ MARIA ANGELES

SUMMARY

Research Methods in Social Sciences II is a compulsory undergraduate course.  It is located in the first
semester of the second year. Its content is based on the knowledge acquired in the subject Research
Methods in Social Sciences I, of the first year and has continuity with the subjects Mediation and
Prevention and treatment of delinquency taught in the third year.Research Methods in Social Sciences II
consists of 6 ECTS credits. Each ECTS credit is equivalent to 25 hours of student work, so that the subject
involves a total workload of 150 hours for the student.The course explores in depth the ontological,
epistemological and methodological foundations of qualitative social research as well as its
methodological pluralism.  In addition, the course will go in depth into qualitative methodology, the different
methodological designs, data collection techniques and the process of descriptive and interpretative
analysis of the data. The course also pays special attention to thespecial attention to the presentation of
the results and their presentation in the research report.

PREVIOUS KNOWLEDGE

RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER SUBJECTS OF THE SAME DEGREE
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 There are no specified enrollment restrictions with other subjects of the curriculum.
 
OTHER REQUIREMENTS
 
This subject takes advantage of the knowledge acquired by students in the subject of Research Methods in
Social Sciences I of the first year of the degree.

COMPETENCES / LEARNING OUTCOMES

1302 - Degree in Criminology

Aprender a redactar informes técnicos sobre los resultados de la investigación.	 G:7,10
E:2, 3,7, 10

Conocer el diseño y aplicación de las técnicas cuantitativas y cualitativas de la investigación. G:10 y E: 9,
18,22

Conocer las fases y tareas del diseño de investigaciones en Criminología. G: 3, 5 y E: 2, 3, 7

Conocer los diseños de investigación más utilizados en Criminología. G:5,10 y E: 1, 2, 3, 9

Iniciarse en la técnica del informe criminológico. G:5,10 y E: 9,13,16,18,22

Manejo avanzado de herramientas de análisis sociológico: gráficos, tablas	 G:1, 7, 9
E:2,12,

Saber diseñar e interpretar encuestas de victimización	 G:5,10 y E: 1,9,13,16,18,22

DESCRIPTION OF CONTENTS

1. Part One: The logic of social research: the foundations of qualitative research.

Subject 1. Paradigms of social research.
Subject 2. The rationale of qualitative research.
Subject 3. The qualitative research design.

2. Part Two: Basic qualitative techniques for obtaining information.

Subject 4. Documentary research
Subject 5. Interviews.
Subject 6. Focus groups and group techniques.
Subject 7. Participant observation.
Subject 8. Other emerging approaches.
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3. Part Three: Qualitative analysis

Subject 9. Descriptive and interpretative analysis.
Subject 10. Analytical writing. Writing the research report.
Subject 11: Methodological triangulation. The joint use of quantitative and qualitative techniques in social
research: tables and graphs, opinion polls, statistics, victimisation surveys and their combination with
different qualitative techniques.

4. Practical exercises

The main practical activity will consist of carrying out a research project in a group. The project will be
defended publicly in the classroom.

 

WORKLOAD

PRESENCIAL ACTIVITIES

Activity Hours
Theoretical and practical classes 60,00

Total hours 60,00

NON PRESENCIAL ACTIVITIES

Activity Hours
Attendance at other activities 0,00
Individual or group project 45,00
Independent study and work 30,00
Preparation of lessons 15,00
Preparation for assessment activities 0,00
Resolution of case studies 0,00

Total hours 90,00

TEACHING METHODOLOGY

Training activities

The teaching methodology will combine theoretical and practical training activities, tutoring and those that
include study, assessment and individual and team work.

The distribution of activities per ECTS credits will be as follows:
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- expository activities: theoretical presentations, attendance at seminars and conferences, presentation of
written and oral work (25% ECTS credits).

- practical activities: resolution of cases, classroom practice, computer applications, public oral
presentations, workshops and practice outside the classroom (25% ECTS credits).

- teamwork activities, cooperative tasks, study, individual work and evaluation (50% ECTS credits).

The functioning of the activities will be as follows:

1) Theoretical classes: The lecturers will present the most relevant contents of each subject, providing
outlines and asking questions that will be the object of clarification and work in class.
The students will prepare the classes in the following way:

a. reading the subject material previously specified by the teacher,

b. extracting the fundamental concepts, 

c. preparing worksheets, summaries or outlines corresponding to these topics.

2) Practical classes: The practical classes will use the participatory model with the aim of prioritising
communication between teacher-student and among the students themselves in order to promote co-
responsibility in the learning process.Practical work may be individual, in pairs or in teams, with the aim of
motivating research, analysis and internalisation of information, as well as encouraging personal
relationships and the sharing of problems and solutions. In addition to the practical activities linked to the
thematic units that will be proposed in some sessions, the bulk of the practice will consist of carrying out a
group research project that must be defended publicly in class. In order to carry out these projects,
students will have a certain number of teaching hours outside the classroom to carry out the fieldwork. 

3) Readings: The teaching staff will provide a list of articles for reading and subsequent work. Likewise,
students will have to complete the information offered in the classroom sessions on the contents of the
programme with other readings and texts provided by the teaching staff.

4) Seminars and activities. These seminars and activities complement some of the syllabus sessions. The
organisation of talks or round tables is envisaged, with the possible attendance at these activities of
professional experts in the subjects worked on.

5) Tutorials. In addition to the individual tutorials that students can carry out for the relevant consultations
(to resolve specific doubts about the content and development of the subject), compulsory tutorials will be
programmed with the work teams to carry out a detailed follow-up of the different activities that make up
the learning process, facilitate the use of the resources/tools they need to explore and elaborate new
knowledge and skills.

EVALUATION
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The following general principles are established for the assessment of the subject:

- The performance of exam-type tests, in their different modalities, aimed at ascertaining the most specific
knowledge. This represents 50% of the final grade (5 points out of 10).

- The group research project, which must be publicly defended in class. This represents 40% of the final
grade (4 points out of 10).

- Completion of classroom assignments, reading comments and practicals that must be uploaded to the
virtual classroom. This represents 10% of the final grade (1 point out of 10).

In order to pass the course, it is essential to pass the exam and the group work separately. In other words,
you must obtain 2.5 out of 5 points for the exam and 2.0 out of 4 points for the group work. 
In order to pass the course, the final mark must be a 5.
Likewise, the attendance and participation of the students will be valued both in the classroom classes and
in the tutorials or complementary activities that are organised.
The grading system will be in accordance with current legislation.
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