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COURSE DATA

DATA SUBJECT

Code: 35210
Name: Administrative Law I
Cycle: Undergraduate Studies
ECTS Credits: 9
Academic year: 2026-27

STUDY (S)

Degree Center Acad. year Period
1303 - Degree in Law Facultat de Dret 2 Annual
1921 - Double Degree Program BMA and Law Facultat de Dret 2 Annual
1923 - Double Degree Programme Law-
Criminology Facultat de Dret 4 Annual

1930 - Double Degree Programme in Law and 
Political and Public Admin. Sciences Facultat de Dret 2 Annual

SUBJECT-MATTER

Degree Subject-matter Character
1303 - Degree in Law Administrative law COMPULSORY
1921 - Double Degree Program BMA and Law Year 2 compulsory subjects COMPULSORY
1923 - Double Degree Programme Law-
Criminology Year 4 compulsory subjects COMPULSORY

1930 - Double Degree Programme in Law and 
Political and Public Admin. Sciences

Asignaturas obligatorias de 
segundo curso COMPULSORY

COORDINATION

DOMENECH PASCUAL GABRIEL

CERNADA BADIA ROSA

SUMMARY

The Administrative Law I course enables students to become familiar with the sources of Administrative
Law (focusing on regulatory powers and related legal instruments), examine the different types of public
administrations, acquire a solid understanding of the basic principles of the law governing public sector
organization, recognize the existence of both special powers and specific constraints applicable to public
authorities, understand the various forms of administrative action, and learn about the guarantees and
rights afforded to citizens in their dealings with public administrations.

PREVIOUS KNOWLEDGE
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RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER SUBJECTS OF THE SAME DEGREE

 There are no specified enrollment restrictions with other subjects of the curriculum.
 
OTHER REQUIREMENTS
 
Prerequisites or recommendations are not needed.

COMPETENCES / LEARNING OUTCOMES

1303 - Degree in Law

Capacidad para conocer el origen, evolución y situación actual de la administración Pública.

Ser capaz de comprender la organización administrativa y el estatuto de derechos del cudadano frente a la
Administración.

DESCRIPTION OF CONTENTS

1. Introduction to Administrative Law

The historical development of Administrative Law and the constitutional framework governing it. The
significance of Administrative Law and the functions of public administration in contemporary society.

 

2. The sources of the Administrative Law.

Structure and dynamics of the Spanish administrative Legal System; special mention to administrative
Regulations. The principle of legality and administrative action.

 

3. Spanish Public Administrations

The structure and basic legal framework of public administrations. Public administration and
Administrative Law. The basic typology of public administrations under Spanish law. Administrative
organization: the law governing the organization of public administration at the national, regional
(Autonomous Community), and local levels.
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4. The legal position of Public Administrations within the Spanish Legal System

The legal position of public administration within the legal system: the principle of legality, administrative
powers and prerogatives; and the doctrine of administrative self-enforcement (autotutela) in relation to
judicial review.

 

5. The activity of Public Administrations

Administrative procedure. The legal position of individuals in their relations with public administration:
citizens' rights in dealings with public authorities and within administrative procedures.

Administrative activity: administrative acts. The validity and effectiveness of administrative acts.
Enforceability of administrative acts. Compulsory enforcement of administrative acts. Other forms of
administrative action.

 

6. Administrative Guarantees and Administrative Appeals

Ex officio review, declarations of damages to the public interest (declaración de lesividad), administrative
appeals, safeguards for individuals subject to administrative action, and other non-judicial mechanisms of
administrative oversight.

 

7. Judicial Review

Models for the review of administrative action. The Spanish Constitution and judicial oversight of public
administration. The evolution beyond the traditional review paradigm of administrative courts. Judicial
review of administrative action: the administrative courts (Contentious-Administrative Jurisdiction),
administrative judicial procedure, and contentious-administrative proceedings and appeals.

 

WORKLOAD
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PRESENCIAL ACTIVITIES

Activity Hours
Theoretical and practical classes 90,00

Total hours 90,00

NON PRESENCIAL ACTIVITIES

Activity Hours
Attendance at other activities 5,00
Individual or group project 30,00
Independent study and work 60,00
Preparation of lessons 10,00
Preparation for assessment activities 10,00
Resolution of case studies 20,00

Total hours 135,00

TEACHING METHODOLOGY

The course content will be delivered over 90 hours. The teaching methodology combines the following
methodologies:

• Lectures, case studies, and the resolution of practical exercises and problems.
• The preparation of outlines, concept maps, and summaries, both individually and in groups.
• Individual and/or group presentations.
• Attendance at tutorials.
• Critical reading and analysis of legal texts and study materials.
• Oral and written communication of acquired knowledge.

Lectures. The lecturer will present and explain the fundamental concepts that provide students with the
framework necessary to study and understand the subject. Students are expected to participate actively in
the learning process by reading, prior to each class, the materials, textbooks, monographs, or legal texts
provided or recommended in advance. Face-to-face lectures constitute the principal means of delivering
knowledge in a structured and coherent manner, with particular emphasis on the essential and foundational
aspects of the subject, as well as on those issues of greater complexity requiring more detailed
explanation. During these sessions, the teaching staff will also be available to answer questions and clarify
concepts.

Applied learning activities and practical exercises. Practical sessions are designed to familiarize students
with the sources, materials, and methods characteristic of Administrative Law. These activities include the
analysis of judicial decisions, legal opinions, and other legal materials to ensure a thorough understanding
of the course content, as well as the resolution of practical case studies and comparable exercises aimed
at developing the competencies associated with the course.

These activities complement the theoretical instruction provided during lectures, although they may also be
assigned for completion outside scheduled class hours, either before or after the corresponding lecture.
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They are intended to be participatory in nature. Where appropriate, each lecturer will specify which activities
form part of the continuous assessment process, together with the applicable assessment criteria and
conditions.

Guided learning activities. To support both the theoretical instruction and the practical components of the
course, lecturers may assign guided activities such as required readings, legal research, case-law analysis,
or case preparation. These tasks are intended to consolidate students' understanding and facilitate
independent learning.

Although not necessarily undertaken during scheduled classroom sessions, lecturers may also assign
additional activities within the student's expected workload in order to reinforce or review previously
acquired knowledge.

Tutorials and individual academic support. Students may attend tutorials during the office hours
established by the lecturer to discuss any aspect of the course, including its content, assessment, or
learning activities. Individual academic support may also be provided through other arrangements specified
in the course guide. In all cases, tutorial schedules and delivery formats, whether face-to-face or online,
shall comply with the minimum requirements established by the University of Valencia.

EVALUATION

Assessment will evaluate both the knowledge acquired and the competencies developed throughout the
course, with particular emphasis on students' ability to relate concepts of Administrative Law, apply legal
reasoning, and communicate their arguments clearly and accurately. Assessment will be based on the
following components:

- Final exam (70%): A comprehensive final exam will be held on the date and at the venue specified in the
University's official examination timetable. The examination shall be public and may be conducted orally,
subject to the appropriate safeguards for recording the assessment. The final examination accounts for
70% of the final grade. Students must obtain a minimum mark of 5 out of 10 in the final examination in
order for this grade to be combined with the marks obtained through continuous assessment.

Regardless of the general assessment format established for all students (written or oral examination), the
lecturer responsible for the course may, where justified, specify in the course guide appendix that the
format of the final examination will be modified when a student is required to sit the examination on a date
other than the official examination date pursuant to the provisions governing examination timetable
conflicts contained in the Regulations on Assessment and Grading for Bachelor's and Master's Degrees of
the University of Valencia, or for any other reason established by University regulations (for example, duly
justified cases of force majeure). In such cases, the alternative examination must maintain the same
academic standards, level of difficulty, and assessment requirements as the examination taken by the rest
of the class.

- Continuous assessment (30%): Continuous assessment consists of complementary and practical
learning activities completed throughout the academic year. Students' performance will be assessed on the
basis of the practical exercises and complementary activities specified by each lecturer in the
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corresponding appendix to the course guide, together with class participation and evidence of students'
progression in achieving the learning outcomes of the course. Continuous assessment contributes 30% of
the final grade, provided that the student has passed the final examination.

Where, by their nature, continuous assessment activities cannot be replicated through an equivalent
assessment capable of evaluating the relevant learning outcomes, such activities shall not be recoverable
in the second examination session. Any non-recoverable assessment activities must be identified either in
the appendix to the course guide or communicated to students when the activity is assigned during the
academic year.

Students who have participated in and been assessed through continuous assessment but who fail to
attend the final examination on the official examination date (whether in the first or the second call) shall
receive the final grade of Absent (No Presentado).

Academic integrity is a fundamental principle of the academic community and is essential to the fair
assessment of students' work. All work submitted for assessment must be the student's own original work.
The use of artificial intelligence (AI) tools shall comply with the provisions of the "Guidelines for the
Responsible Use of Artificial Intelligence (AI) in Teaching and Assessment Activities at the University of
Valencia", or with any regulations that may subsequently replace them.
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