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COURSE DATA

DATA SUBJECT

Code: 35514
Name: Pragmatics applied to Spanish
Cycle: Undergraduate Studies
ECTS Credits: 6
Academic year: 2026-27

STUDY (S)

Degree Center Acad. year Period
1003 - Degree in Hispanic Studies, Spanish 
Language and Literature

Facultat de Filologia, 
Traducció i Comunicació 3 Second quarter

SUBJECT-MATTER

Degree Subject-matter Character
1003 - Degree in Hispanic Studies, Spanish 
Language and Literature Pragmatics of Spanish COMPULSORY

COORDINATION

PONS BORDERIA SALVADOR

SUMMARY

This course studies the basic meaning relationships that escape traditional semantic analysis
(presupposition, implicature, explicature), as well as the main theories that have emerged in this field and
the phenomena best analyzed from a pragmatic perspective (metaphor and metonymy, linguistic change,
scales, irony, etc.).

PREVIOUS KNOWLEDGE

RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER SUBJECTS OF THE SAME DEGREE

 There are no specified enrollment restrictions with other subjects of the curriculum.
 
OTHER REQUIREMENTS
 
Relationship with other subjects in the same degree:
No restrictions on enrollment with other subjects in the curriculum have been specified.

Other requirements:
None
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COMPETENCES / LEARNING OUTCOMES

1003 - Degree in Hispanic Studies, Spanish Language and Literature

Be able to work and learn autonomously and to plan and manage work time.

Know and apply the currents and methodologies of linguistics.

Knowledge of the internal and external history of the Spanish language.

Students must be able to communicate information, ideas, problems and solutions to both expert and lay
audiences.

Students must have acquired knowledge and understanding in a specific field of study, on the basis of
general secondary education and at a level that includes mainly knowledge drawn from advanced
textbooks, but also some cutting-edge knowledge in their field of study.

Students must have the ability to gather and interpret relevant data (usually in their field of study) to make
judgements that take relevant social, scientific or ethical issues into consideration.

The ability to create correct and proper oral and written texts of different kinds.

The ability to identify problems and subjects for research and assess their importance in the field of
Spanish language, literature and theatre.

Work as a team in the environment of language studies and develop interpersonal relations.

DESCRIPTION OF CONTENTS

1. Pragmatics as a discipline

1.1. The limits of Semantics as the origin of classical Pragmatics.
1.2. Definitions and birth of pragmatic studies.
1.3. Overview of the main pragmatic currents and theories.

 

2. Speech act theory

2.1. Austin and the philosophy of ordinary language.
2.2. Searle and direct and indirect speech acts.
2.3. Issues related to speech acts. Applications to Spanish.
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3. Inferential communication. Conversational implicatures

3.1. Grice's proposal.
3.2. Levinson and presumptive meanings.
3.3. Applications to Spanish.

 

4. From grammaticalization to constructionalization

4.1. Introduction: semantic change.
4.2. Principles of grammaticalization.
4.3. Theories on grammaticalization processes.
4.4. GxC in its diachronic version.
4.5. Applications to Spanish.

 

5. Relevance Theory. Sperber and Wilson's proposal

5.1. Towards a new model of human communication.
5.2. Mind and language.
5.3. The Principle of Relevance.
5.4. Applications to Spanish.

 

6. Sociocultural Pragmatics. Studies on verbal politeness

6.0. Introduction.
6.1. Image and territory.
6.2. Ethnocentric proposals. Positive and negative politeness, FTAs.
6.3. Non-ethnocentric proposals.
6.4. Applications to Spanish.

 

These contents are reflected in the following learning outcomes:
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- Knowing the internal and external history of the Spanish language.
- Properly and adequately developing oral and written texts of different types.
- Identifying research problems and topics and evaluating their relevance in the fields of
language, literature, and theater in Spanish.
- Students must have demonstrated the knowledge and understanding in an area of study that starts
from general secondary education and usually reaches a level that, while based on advanced textbooks,
also includes some aspects involving knowledge from the forefront of their field of study.
- Students must have the ability to gather and interpret relevant data (usually within their area of study)
to make judgments that include reflection on relevant social, scientific, or ethical topics.
- Students must be able to convey information, ideas, problems, and solutions to both specialized and non-
specialized audiences.
- Knowing and applying currents and methodologies of linguistics.
- Working in a team in environments related to philology and developing interpersonal relationships.
- Working and learning autonomously and planning and managing work time.
- Being able to handle pertinent, specialized, and updated bibliographic information.
- Being able to properly and adequately develop oral and written texts of different types in Spanish.
- Being able to autonomously organize a personal reflection or research project within the field.
- Being able to rely on the critical philological and linguistic tradition to understand reflection and research
texts.
- Demonstrating an active, positive, and creative attitude in cooperative work.
- Assuming different roles in the development of team projects.
- Defending an approach and appropriately using persuasive discursive mechanisms, both orally and
in writing.
- Identifying and explaining meaning phenomena in communication beyond what is coded in language.
- Applying to language analysis the fundamental factors involved in the communicative situation
that determine its adequacy and appropriate interpretation.
- Applying to the development of written texts the fundamental factors involved in the
communicative situation that determine its adequacy and appropriate interpretation.
- Identifying the characteristics of the language in use and applying them to its study.
- Identifying problems presented by the meaning of specific language uses.
- Analyzing phenomena that escape the language system with tools not commonly used in levels
of linguistic description and applying their knowledge to problem-solving.
- Accessing basic information on topics related to pragmatics applied to Spanish and applying it to specific
problems through analysis and synthesis.
- Recognizing and describing conversation units and segmenting oral texts.
- Transcribing oral texts adapting them to both philological and professional environments.
- Recognizing pragmatic strategies in oral texts.

WORKLOAD

PRESENCIAL ACTIVITIES

Activity Hours
Theoretical and practical classes 60,00

Total hours 60,00

NON PRESENCIAL ACTIVITIES

Activity Hours
Attendance at other activities 0,00
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Individual or group project 35,00
Independent study and work 45,00
Preparation of lessons 10,00
Preparation for assessment activities 0,00
Resolution of case studies 0,00

Total hours 90,00

TEACHING METHODOLOGY

The teaching and learning methodology is structured around two types of activities (in-person and non-in-
person):

a) In-person activities: Constituting 40% of the course workload, equivalent to 60 lecture hours. Based on
mandatory readings and the course dossier, the main meaning relationships of the language in use and the
contributions of the most influential pragmatic theories in Linguistics will be studied. Problems related to
the use of linguistic forms will be analyzed. The in-person classes will therefore be theoretical-practical.

b) Non-in-person activities: Constituting 60% of the course workload, equivalent to 90 lecture hours. This
personal work includes critical reading and comprehension of the various required readings, as well as
reflection on the subject matter, exam preparation, and, where appropriate, individual problem-solving
tasks. All the assigned work is aimed at fostering a reflective spirit in the student and actively engaging
them in the process of constructing and interpreting statements.

EVALUATION

The evaluation will consist of two differentiated parts:

Evaluated Activity | % of Final Grade
Coursework/Practicals | 30%
Midterm exams or final exam | 70%
Total | 100%

To pass the course, it is necessary to achieve at least 50% of the exam grade. The grade of the first item
will only be added to the exam grade if the exam itself is passed. In other words, the practical work grade
will not be considered if the exam score is below 50%.

The exam will be the same for all groups, as will the type of assignment.

In the second sitting, the content will be examined using the same assessment criteria as in the first. The
assignment grades will be retained for the second sitting.

The subject may be failed due to spelling, poor writing, or poor presentation. One serious spelling error or
three minor ones may result in failing the subject.

Any attempt to copy or generate assignments using AI will automatically result in failing the subject in both
sittings.
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The general grading system will follow the regulations of the University of Valencia approved by the
Governing Council on 30/05/2017-ACGUV108/2017.
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