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COURSE DATA

DATA SUBJECT

Code: 35520
Name: Historic grammar of the Spanish language
Cycle: Undergraduate Studies
ECTS Credits: 6
Academic year: 2025-26

STUDY (S)

Degree Center Acad. year Period
1003 - Degree in Hispanic Studies, Spanish 
Language and Literature

Facultat de Filologia, 
Traducció i Comunicació 3 Second quarter

SUBJECT-MATTER

Degree Subject-matter Character
1003 - Degree in Hispanic Studies, Spanish 
Language and Literature History of Spanish COMPULSORY

COORDINATION

RICOS VIDAL AMPARO

VICENTE LLAVATA SANTIAGO

SUMMARY

This subject is included in the compulsory module History of the Spanish Language. It studies the
evolutionary processes of the morphosyntactic and lexical structures which, starting from Latin, give rise to
Castilian, and the transformations they underwent throughout the history of the Spanish language.

PREVIOUS KNOWLEDGE

RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER SUBJECTS OF THE SAME DEGREE

 There are no specified enrollment restrictions with other subjects of the curriculum.
 
OTHER REQUIREMENTS
 

A basic knowledge of grammar and history is recommended.
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COMPETENCES / LEARNING OUTCOMES

1003 - Degree in Hispanic Studies, Spanish Language and Literature

Be able to work and learn autonomously and to plan and manage work time.

Familiarity with techniques and methods of analysis of literary and non-literary texts and how they are
applied to the Spanish language.

Know and apply the currents and methodologies of linguistics.

Knowledge of the internal and external history of the Spanish language.

Students must have acquired knowledge and understanding in a specific field of study, on the basis of
general secondary education and at a level that includes mainly knowledge drawn from advanced
textbooks, but also some cutting-edge knowledge in their field of study.

Students must have the ability to gather and interpret relevant data (usually in their field of study) to make
judgements that take relevant social, scientific or ethical issues into consideration.

The ability to create correct and proper oral and written texts of different kinds.

Work as a team in the environment of language studies and develop interpersonal relations.

DESCRIPTION OF CONTENTS

1. Morphosyntactic change. General concepts

1.1. Basic concepts
1.2. Periodisation and linguistic change. The nature of morphosyntactic change

 

2. Morphosyntax of Medieval Spanish

2.1. Noun
2.2. Adjective
2.3. Pronouns and article
2.4. Verb
2.5. Adverbs, prepositions and conjunctions
2.6. Syntactic elaboration in the Alphonsine period
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3. Morphosyntax of Preclassical and Classical Spanish.

3.1. Morphosyntax of Preclassical Spanish. The influence of humanist ideas on the language of the 15th
century. The transition stage from Medieval Spanish to Classical Spanish
3.2. Morphosyntax of Classical Spanish. The language of the Court in the formation of the cultured norm of
Spanish

 

4. Morphosyntax of modern Spanish.

4.1. Fixation and consolidation of the morphosyntactic structures of Spanish
4.2. Relevant morphosyntactic phenomena in modern Spanish

 

5. Historical phraseology and phraseography.

5.1. Theoretical foundations. Discourse technique and repeated discourse
5.2. The historical process of the constitution of phraseological units

 

All these contents will be translated into learning outcomes, which are also related to the competences. Of
the general learning outcomes, the following are specific to this subject: 
- To be able to handle relevant, specialised and updated bibliographic information. 
- To be able to produce oral and written texts of different types in Spanish correctly and adequately. 
- To be able to organise independently one's own reflection or research project within the area. 
- Be able to draw on the philological and critical linguistic tradition to understand texts of linguistic
reflection and research. 
- Be able to demonstrate an active, positive and creative attitude in cooperative work. 
- Be able to defend an approach and to use adequately, orally and in writing, discursive mechanisms of a
persuasive nature.
 - Be able to describe the internal and external historical evolution of the Spanish language and its
codification process from a historiographical perspective. 
- Be able to identify and apply the currents and methodologies of the history and historiography of the
Spanish language. 
- Be able to recognise the peculiarities of the grammatical, orthographical and lexicographical works of the
different periods studied.

WORKLOAD

PRESENCIAL ACTIVITIES
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Activity Hours
Theoretical and practical classes 60,00

Total hours 60,00

NON PRESENCIAL ACTIVITIES

Activity Hours
Attendance at other activities 0,00
Individual or group project 0,00
Independent study and work 45,00
Preparation of lessons 0,00
Preparation for assessment activities 45,00
Resolution of case studies 0,00

Total hours 90,00

TEACHING METHODOLOGY

The teaching and learning methodology is based on two types of activities (face-to-face and non-face-to-
face):

 

a) Classroom-based training activities. These consist of the theoretical explanation of the fundamental
concepts of the subject and the practical activities that make it possible to observe aspects of the
formation of the evolutionary processes in the morphosyntax and lexicon of the Spanish language
throughout its history. These activities will be the basis for the design of the exercises and practical
activities that will be carried out in the classroom.

The methodology will therefore be based on the following:

1) Theoretical classes on each of the subjects on the syllabus, according to the specific development
specified in each of them, supported by the students' reading of the recommended works or texts, prior to
or at the same time as the explanations in class.

2) Practical activities (commentary and questionnaires on the compulsory readings, previously prepared,
practical exercises on the evolutionary processes explained in class, philological commentaries on short
texts from each period studied, knowledge, consultation, handling and micro-research with diachronic
digital corpora, etc.), which allow the study of the morphosyntactic evolution of Spanish in each of the
periods considered.

 

b) Non-face-to-face activities and tutorials. These tasks include the preparation of practical work,
individually or in small groups, the completion of theoretical questionnaires, the resolution of specific
problems of diachronic morphology and syntax, as well as the preparation of the final exam. Whenever
possible, attendance at conferences related to the subject organised by the Department of Spanish
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Philology or by the Faculty of Philology, Translation and Communication will be taken into account. All
these activities involve the consultation of the bibliography and the critical reading of texts representative
of these issues, the promotion of a reflective spirit, the active involvement of the student in the process of
constructing a solid knowledge of the historical morphosyntax of the Spanish language, autonomous
learning and the ability to discriminate bibliographical information and electronic resources, as well as the
correct interpretation of oral and written texts.

These activities will foster the competences set out in this teaching guide.

In this subject innovative methodologies are put into practice by means of teaching innovation project
"History and historiography of the Spanish language in its didactic innovation (HISLEDIDAC) [2ª fase]",
awarded by the Servei de Formació Permanent i Innovació Educativa de la UV, which aims to work in the
classroom with digital documentation through diachronic corpus.

In addition, work is being done on ODS 4, Quality Education, especially target 7.

The Virtual Classroom (Aula Virtual) will be used for the delivery of tasks and activities and for
communication with the teachers in charge.

 

EVALUATION

In this subject the assessment system will be based on the control of the competences that the student
must acquire (theoretical and practical knowledge). In general terms, the assessment of student learning
will be based on a combination of an individual written exam and practical activities carried out throughout
the course, which in percentage terms will be as follows:

 

FIRST CALL

1. Theoretical-practical activities (to be specified at the beginning of the course): 4 points (40 %).

a. 10% Class attendance and active participation in activities, debates, analysis of texts carried out in the
classroom. NON-RECOVERABLE ACTIVITY

b. 30% Individual and/or group activities on evolutionary practices, analysis of linguistic corpus, short
philological commentaries of guided texts, etc. RECOVERABLE ACTIVITY.
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2.Individual written exam: 6 points (60%)

Written exam, which will consist of the development of different theoretical-practical
questions referring to the most relevant morphosyntactic changes in the history of the Spanish language.

 

SECOND CALL

40 % Theoretical-practical activities:

• If students obtain a passing mark in these activities but fail the final exam, the marks for the first
call in these activities will be carried over to the second call.

• If students do not pass the theoretical-practical activities in the first call, additional activities will 
be set for the second call (specified in class):

 

60 % Individual final exam. No marks are retained.

 

To obtain a passing grade in the course (in both calls), students must obtain 5 out of 10 points (3 out of 6)
in the final exam for the rest of parts to be valid. In any case, the total average mark must be 5 out of 10.

This assessment system also considers the competencies that students must acquire, including the proper
and correct writing in Spanish. Each orthographic, orthotypographical or expression error will result in lower
marks or a fail in the course, up to and including a fail.

Intellectual honesty is vital in academic communities, and for the fair evaluation of students' work. All work
submitted for this course must be original. Papers that make use of fraudulent collaboration or
composition with the help of artificial intelligence (ChatGPT or others) will not be accepted, except if their
use is part of the contents of the subject and is authorised by the teaching staff.

The general assessment system complies with the UV Regulations, approved by the UV Governing Council
on May 30 2017 (ACGUV 108/2017).
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