
Course Guide
43124 Seminar. Household and funerary archaeology in 

the western mediterranean

43124 Seminar. Household and funerary archaeology in the western mediterranean
1 / 5

COURSE DATA

DATA SUBJECT

Code: 43124
Name: Seminar. Household and funerary archaeology in the western mediterranean
Cycle: Master's Degree
ECTS Credits: 3
Academic year: 2026-27

STUDY (S)

Degree Center Acad. year Period
2143 - Master's Degree in Archaeology Facultat de Geografia i Història 1 Second quarter

SUBJECT-MATTER

Degree Subject-matter Character

2143 - Master's Degree in Archaeology
Introduction to research and 
professional practice in 
archaeology

ELECTIVES

COORDINATION

MACHAUSE LOPEZ SONIA

AURA TORTOSA JOAN EMILI

BLASCO MARTIN MARTA

SUMMARY

This seminar is part of the course Introduction to Professional and Research Activity in Archaeology, which
consists of a total of four seminars. The aim of these seminars is to deepen students' research training
through different profiles, methodologies, and perspectives.

It is essential to approach archaeological studies from a multidisciplinar perspective (social, gender, queer,
biological, anthropological) in order to better understand the dynamics of past human groups. The
combination of archaeological, bioarchaeological, archaeometric and molecular data allows us to
understand the transversality of the archaeological record and its ability to answer the questions raised.
Funeral practices are a main indicator of the cognitive capacity and cultural variability of human
populations. Domestic and funeral spaces are ideal places to study with a multidisciplinary approach with
the aim of getting to know better the people who used them. It is in these spaces where the interpersonal
and social relationships of past human groups are expressed.

This seminar introduces students to the characteristics of these proxies and the issues they are able to
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raise. It also helps to shed light on the people and social groups through the archaeological record by
reason of their sex, gender roles, age, social status and kinship. It also introduces them to the potential that
archaeological sciences and biomolecular anthropology have in the study of human remains to obtain
information about their lifeways (diet, provenance, territorial mobility, breastfeeding and weaning) and thus
be able to articulate the research agenda around their day-to-day life and around the cosmovision
expressed in the funerary world.

PREVIOUS KNOWLEDGE

RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER SUBJECTS OF THE SAME DEGREE

 There are no specified enrollment restrictions with other subjects of the curriculum.
 
OTHER REQUIREMENTS
 
Students must have completed at least 20 credits obligatory for the Master.

COMPETENCES / LEARNING OUTCOMES

DESCRIPTION OF CONTENTS

1. Seminar. Domestic and Funerary Archeology in the Mediterranean

This seminar will deal with different aspects and issues associated to prehistoric and archaeological
research linked to the Master's research topics. Its main objective is for the students to ponder on specific
archaeological cases from a domestic and funeral perspective.

This seminar is divided into several learning sessions. The first one will be the course presentation, during
which the main objectives and contents of the course will be shared with the students, as well as the
recommended readings required to participate in the theoretical-practical lectures. During the following
sessions, the teaching staff will teach the other two modules (focused on funerary and domestic
archaeology). To end the course, the students will present specific case studies that will be discussed
collectively in the classroom.

2. Tutored Work

The course assignment will be carried out by the students under the supervision of a teacher. This
assignment will be aimed at developing the skills of the students to confront research case studies and
problems. The topics of these assignments will be agreed between students and teachers at the individual
level and based on the research interest of the former.

This assignment implies an approach to an archaeological topic by the students, if possible linked to their
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Master's thesis topic, which will be done based on the published literature and/or empirical sources. The
assignment will end up with the preparation of a 8/10-minute presentation that will be addressed to the
whole class.

 

WORKLOAD

PRESENCIAL ACTIVITIES

Activity Hours
Theory 15,00

Total hours 15,00

NON PRESENCIAL ACTIVITIES

Activity Hours
Attendance at other activities 0,00
Individual or group project 20,00
Independent study and work 2,00
Preparation of lessons 38,00
Preparation for assessment activities 0,00
Resolution of case studies 0,00

Total hours 60,00

TEACHING METHODOLOGY

This course will consist of lectures given by the teachers, as well as presentations by the students.
Readings will be provided to students in order to promote a deeper insight (both at the individual and
collective level) on the subjects studied.

EVALUATION

The assessment for this seminar consists of the preparation of an 8–10 minute presentation, which will be 
delivered in a public session before the rest of the students and the teaching staff. In addition, in order for 
the work to be assessed, students must attend 80% of the seminar classes.

During classes, both in the theoretical-practical sessions and in the final presentation session, active 
student participation in the discussions proposed by the teaching staff will be assessed.

In the second examination session, the teaching team will decide the assessment procedure. However, only
the individual work will be assessable, as the participation component of the grade cannot be evaluated.
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