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COURSE DATA

DATA SUBJECT

Code: 44548
Name: Contract law: modern trends in contracts
Cycle: Master's Degree
ECTS Credits: 3
Academic year: 2026-27

STUDY (S)

Degree Center Acad. year Period
2217 - Master's Degree in Law, Business and 
Justice Facultat de Dret 1 First quarter

SUBJECT-MATTER

Degree Subject-matter Character
2217 - Master's Degree in Law, Business and 
Justice

Derecho contractual: tendencias 
modernas de los contrato COMPULSORY

COORDINATION

CLEMENTE MEORO MARIO E 

SUMMARY

Although it may seem that contract law has hardly changed in the last two thousand years, especially when
compared with other sectors of the legal system, the fact is that there is a modernizing current through
harmonization and even its unification, different levels: academic, political and institutional. This course
aims to students: a) To acquire in-depth knowledge of the initiatives for unification or harmonization of
contract law, both academic character and institutional, with special attention to those who have departed
from the European Union; b) the convenience or inconvenience of harmonizing or unifying the contract law
in the European Union; and even other areas of private law beyond the strictly contractual; c) Distinguish
between the ways in which it could be carried out such harmonization or unification of contract law,
highlighting its advantages and disadvantages; d) Be aware of the differences and similarities between
different contractual rights in certain fundamental respects.

PREVIOUS KNOWLEDGE

RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER SUBJECTS OF THE SAME DEGREE

 There are no specified enrollment restrictions with other subjects of the curriculum.
 
OTHER REQUIREMENTS
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Preferably, legal knowledge from having completed a bachelor's degree or studying law or legal sciences,
according to what I stated in the Master checks.

COMPETENCES / LEARNING OUTCOMES

2217 - Master's Degree in Law, Business and Justice

Analizar los problemas jurídicos que plantea la sociedad empresarial desde una perspectiva interdisciplinar
que permita integrar y relacionar los conocimientos adquiridos -sustantivos y especializados- doctrinales,
legislativos y jurisprudenciales.

Capacidad de implementación práctica de los conocimientos aprendidos en los debates y discusiones, así
como ser capaces de dirigirlos e identificar y analizar las conclusiones más relevantes.

Capacidad para afrontar los retos y dificultades que una sociedad globalizada y, por ende, un mercado
global, plantean, para poder identificar y aplicar soluciones que minimicen sus efectos y consecuencias.

Conocer las nuevas tendencias y los problemas que de ellas derivan de la aplicación del proyecto de
consolidación de una justicia europea, analizando la situación desde las diversas ramas del derecho.

Identificar, analizar e interpretar los problemas jurídicos complejos conforme a criterios jurídicos y
deontológicos, con el debido respecto a valores democráticos y a principios fundamentales, sin que tenga
cabida la discriminación por razón de sexo, creencia o lugar de procedencia.

Identificar y valorar el papel de los mecanismos ADR (Alternative, Dispute & Resolution, que engloba figuras
tales como la mediación, el arbitraje o la negociación), en la resolución de los conflictos en sociedades
modernas y complejas.

Identificar y valorar los problemas jurídicos de interés en una sociedad globalizada en el ámbito de la
actividad empresarial que requieren de una profundización en la investigación jurídica para ser afrontados
de forma plural.

Profundizar y valorar la interrelación e interdependencia de los diferentes sectores del ordenamiento
jurídico, tanto desde una perspectiva nacional como internacional, con el propósito de garantizar el valor
de la seguridad jurídica.

Saber aplicar los conocimientos adquiridos durante el curso, a través de la resolución de problemas
puntuales y multidisciplinares desde la óptica de la actividad comercial nacional e internacional y la
seguridad jurídica.

Students should be able to integrate knowledge and address the complexity of making informed judgments
based on incomplete or limited information, including reflections on the social and ethical responsibilities
associated with the application of their knowledge and judgments.

Students should possess and understand foundational knowledge that enables original thinking and
research in the field.

Utilizar los conocimientos avanzados adquiridos aplicables a la realidad empresarial de forma solvente,
tanto de forma individual como en equipo, desde una perspectiva pluridisciplinar.
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DESCRIPTION OF CONTENTS

1. Constitutional basis of contract law

Determination of constitutional norms affecting contract law, setting its scope and content, as well as the
competent authorities.

2. The trend towards harmonization or unification of contract law

The Principles of International Commercial Contracts UNIDROIT.
Principles of European Contract Law (Principles of European Contract Law).
The Draft European Code of Contracts Academy of Pavia.

3. The initiatives of the European Union point to the unification of contract law:
Common Frame of Reference

The harmonization process: between the European Parliament and the Commission.
The Draft Common Frame of Reference (DCFR).
Proposal for a Regulation on a Common European Sales Law.
The Directive on consumer rights.

4. New Trends of contract law in some specific issues

The distinction between civil and commercial contracts.
Prescription
pre-contractual information duties
essential elements of the contract
Specifically Compliance
Default and contractual liability
Termination for Default
Supervening alteration of circumstances and hardship
The principle of good faith

5. Conclusions

WORKLOAD

PRESENCIAL ACTIVITIES
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Activity Hours
Theory 30,00

Total hours 30,00

NON PRESENCIAL ACTIVITIES

Activity Hours
Attendance at other activities 0,00
Individual or group project 0,00
Independent study and work 0,00
Preparation of lessons 0,00
Preparation for assessment activities 0,00
Resolution of case studies 0,00

Total hours 0,00

TEACHING METHODOLOGY

Creating discussion forums through Virtual Classroom
Preparation and reading documents and other materials
Virtual tutorials

EVALUATION

Continuous assessment of each student based on regular attendance and active participation in discussion
forums, individual and group tutorials, etc., degree of involvement in the teaching-learning process and the
skills and attitudes shown during the development of the activities on line. 55.0%
Exposure assessment to be performed by each of the students in virtual sessions. 45.0%
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