
Course Guide
44744 Legal research methodology

44744 Legal research methodology 1 / 5

COURSE DATA

DATA SUBJECT

Code: 44744
Name: Legal research methodology
Cycle: Master's Degree / Doctorate 
ECTS Credits: 5
Academic year: 2026-27

STUDY (S)

Degree Center Acad. year Period
2230 - Master's Degree in Criminal Safeguards  
and Socio-Economic Crimes Facultat de Dret 1 Second quarter

SUBJECT-MATTER

Degree Subject-matter Character
2230 - Master's Degree in Criminal Safeguards  
and Socio-Economic Crimes Legal research methodology ELECTIVES

COORDINATION

VILLAMARIN GOMEZ SERGIO EMILIANO

SUMMARY

This course will cover: Epistemology and scientific research; ICTs applied to research; managing sources
for research; and methodology in the legal and social sciences. 

 

PREVIOUS KNOWLEDGE

RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER SUBJECTS OF THE SAME DEGREE

 There are no specified enrollment restrictions with other subjects of the curriculum.
 
OTHER REQUIREMENTS
 

A bachelor's degree in law or criminology is required. 
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COMPETENCES / LEARNING OUTCOMES

2230 - Master's Degree in Criminal Safeguards  and Socio-Economic Crimes

Adquirir habilidades de análisis, síntesis y evaluación que capaciten para emitir juicios de valor en el seno
de un debate jurídico en materia de fundamentos y garantías penales y delitos socioeconómicos.

Adquirir habilidades de evaluación y síntesis que permitan expresar por escrito y defender públicamente
las conclusiones obtenidas en la labor de investigación desarrollada en materia de garantías penales y
delincuencia socioeconómica.

Adquirir los conocimientos y las habilidades necesarios para la búsqueda de bibliografía, y para la
organización, análisis, síntesis y evaluación de la misma, siendo capaces de elaborar argumentos y emitir
conclusiones que permitan realizar con éxito la
actividad investigadora en las materias propias del Máster.

Comprender, sintetizar y aplicar los conocimientos y habilidades adquiridos para desarrollar las funciones
de asesoramiento o de defensa, acusación o enjuiciamiento en los procesos relativos a los delitos de
estafa, apropiación indebida, delitos societarios y
concursos punibles.

Know how to communicate your conclusions (and the underlying knowledge and reasons) to both
specialist and non-specialist audiences in a clear and unambiguous way.

Participar en debates y discusiones, dirigirlos y coordinarlos y ser capaces de resumirlos y extraer las
conclusiones más relevantes.

Possess the learning skills that will allow them to continue studying in a way that will be largely self-
directed or autonomous.

Proyectar sobre problemas concretos los conocimientos y ser capaces de resumir y extractar los
argumentos y las conclusiones más relevantes para su resolución.

Students should possess and understand foundational knowledge that enables original thinking and
research in the field.

To be able to integrate knowledge and face the complexity of formulating judgments from information that,
being incomplete or limited, includes reflections on the social and ethical responsibilities linked to the
application of their knowledge and judgments.

Use different presentation formats (oral, written, slide presentations, boards, etc.) to communicate
knowledge, proposals and positions.

DESCRIPTION OF CONTENTS

- Epistemology and scientific research.
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- Legal research.

- Tools and instruments for conducting legal research.

- Developing a research paper.

- Techniques for writing a research paper. ICTs applied to research. Managing sources used in research:
legislation, legal doctrine, case law, external effects and outcomes of laws, and auxiliary sciences.
Methodology in Legal and Social Sciences.

 

WORKLOAD

PRESENCIAL ACTIVITIES

Activity Hours
Theory 50,00

Total hours 50,00

NON PRESENCIAL ACTIVITIES

Activity Hours
Attendance at other activities 5,00
Individual or group project 20,00
Independent study and work 50,00
Preparation of lessons 25,00
Preparation for assessment activities 20,00
Resolution of case studies 5,00

Total hours 125,00

TEACHING METHODOLOGY

Formative tasks in the teaching-learning process prior to classroom interaction.

Formative tasks in the teaching-learning process during classroom interaction. Use of individualized
teaching methods tailored to the student.

The director, through discussion of topics, recommended readings, participation in support activities,
debate forums, and the presentation of contributions, as well as courses on specific methodology,
coordinates and guides the student's training so that they acquire the tools necessary for research
activities.

The following educational tasks will be carried out:
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- Theoretical classroom instruction.

- Classroom discussion of materials previously provided through the virtual classroom, consisting of
judicial rulings, regulatory and doctrinal texts, etc.

- Individual or group preparation of case studies and materials to be discussed in class.

- Tutorials and discussions with professors.

 

 

EVALUATION

Grade on the subject-specific exam: 70%

Continuous assessment: participation, case studies, analysis of court rulings, etc., will be evaluated: 30%

The grade for continuous assessment will be carried over, if applicable, to the second exam session. If a
student has to re-enroll in the course, they must once again meet the requirements for continuous
assessment.
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