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COURSE DATA

DATA SUBJECT

Code: 46511
Name: Contemporary political thought
Cycle: Master's Degree
ECTS Credits: 6
Academic year: 2025-26

STUDY (S)

Degree Center Acad. year Period
2256 - Master's Degree in Contemporary 
Philosophical Thought

Facultat de Filosofia i Ciències
de l'Educació 1 First quarter

SUBJECT-MATTER

Degree Subject-matter Character
2256 - Master's Degree in Contemporary 
Philosophical Thought Contemporary political thought ELECTIVES

COORDINATION

CUBO UGARTE OSCAR

SUMMARY

We approach some of the fundamental issues of contemporary political thought from a variety of
methodological perspectives: conservatism, liberalism, republicanism, populism, Marxism, political
theology, parliamentarism, multiculturalism, cosmopolitanism, patriotism, and nationalism. The course will
engage with different traditions and the most significant contributions to this broad and diverse subject
matter.

The topics to be explored in greater depth during the 2025¿2026 academic year will include the following:

• Political Theology and Großraum Theory (C. Schmitt),
• Peace through Law (H. Kelsen),
• Normativism and Extreme Injustice (Nuremberg Trials), 
• The Liberalism of Fear (J. Shklar),
• Radical Evil and Totalitarian Structures (H. Arendt),
• Responsibility in the Technological World (G. Anders),
• The Feasibility of Apocalypse and Nuclear Threat (K. Jaspers, B. Russell, and G. Anders),
• Structural Injustice and Social Critique (I. M. Young),
• Eco-social Crisis and Critique of Capitalism (J. B. Foster and K. Saito),
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• New Readings of Marx (M. Heinrich and S. Mau)

PREVIOUS KNOWLEDGE

RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER SUBJECTS OF THE SAME DEGREE

 There are no specified enrollment restrictions with other subjects of the curriculum.
 
OTHER REQUIREMENTS
 
No further requirements.

COMPETENCES / LEARNING OUTCOMES

 - 

Capacidad de analizar, sintetizar e interpretar datos de índole cultural, social, política, ética o científica y de
emitir juicios reflexivos sobre ellos en los trabajos escritos que se presentan.

Comprensión en profundidad de las relaciones y conflictos entre distintos ámbitos de la cultura y el
pensamiento: filosofía, ciencia, derecho, política, etc.

Comprensión en profundidad de los conceptos involucrados en discursos teóricos y prácticos sobre
política, con vistas a identificar su significado, sus dialécticas específicas y sus implicaciones
metadiscursivas

Conocimiento en profundidad del estado de la cuestión de los debates éticos y políticos en el contexto del
pensamiento filosófico contemporáneo

Desarrollo de la capacidad de reflexión crítica sobre el presente y sus problemas políticos sobre la base de
los recursos conceptuales procedentes de las diferentes disciplinas y tradiciones filosóficas

Mejorar las destrezas relacionadas con la exposición y defensa oral de una disertación o ensayo, así como
la participación en debates y el trabajo en equipo.

Saber manejar con soltura las diversas fuentes de información, relevantes para la investigación
(bibliográficas, electrónicas, etc.), así como la recopilación de dicha información y bibliografía con vistas a
la creación de textos propios.

Students should apply acquired knowledge to solve problems in unfamiliar contexts within their field of
study, including multidisciplinary scenarios.

Students should be able to integrate knowledge and address the complexity of making informed judgments
based on incomplete or limited information, including reflections on the social and ethical responsibilities
associated with the application of their knowledge and judgments.

Students should communicate conclusions and underlying knowledge clearly and unambiguously to both
specialized and non-specialized audiences.
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Students should demonstrate self-directed learning skills for continued academic growth.

DESCRIPTION OF CONTENTS

1. Political Theology and Großraum Theory (C. Schmitt)

2. Peace Through Law (H. Kelsen)

3. The Liberalism of Fear (J. Shklar and I. Berlin)

4. Radical Evil and Totalitarian Structures (H. Arendt and K. Jaspers)

5. Responsibility in the Technological World and the Nuclear Threat (K. Jaspers, B. Russell and G. Anders

6. Structural Injustice and the Eco-Social Crisis (I. M. Young, J. B. Foster, K. Saito)

WORKLOAD

PRESENCIAL ACTIVITIES

Activity Hours
Theory 40,00
Classroom practices 20,00

Total hours 60,00

NON PRESENCIAL ACTIVITIES

Activity Hours
Attendance at other activities 0,00
Individual or group project 52,50
Independent study and work 15,00
Preparation of lessons 30,00
Preparation for assessment activities 0,00
Resolution of case studies 0,00

Total hours 97,50

TEACHING METHODOLOGY

Not available (see Spanish version)

EVALUATION
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Completion of an essay linked to the methodology or topics to be examined during the course, with the
possibility of a public presentation and discussion. Reports according to the Master's guidelines.

Fraudulent conduct in assessment tests and plagiarism in assessment work will be considered in
accordance with the UV Assessment and Grading Regulations (ACGUV 108/2017) and the Protocol for
Action against Fraudulent Practices (ACGUV 123/2020).

The use of technologies (including AI) to create assessment materials without prior and express
authorization from the teaching staff will prevent them from being considered as self-authored and will be
treated according to current regulations and the UV Code of Coexistence and Good Practices (ACGUV
300/2023, DOGV, no. 9747/18.12.2023).
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