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Road Transport Policy in the EU

• White Paper on transport policy 
(2001): mid-term review adopted on 
22nd of June 2006

• Road safety action program (2003):

• 50% reduction of road fatalities
by 2010

• A shared responsibility
• An integrated approach
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The “-50%” objective

A political commitment
Individual responsibility of Member States
Each Member State should strive to perform 
at least as well as the best-performing ones
Monitoring and reporting
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“A shared responsibility” 

Numerous stakeholders

Public: EU level + Central Governments + Local Authorities
Private: Car industry + Transport companies …    
Everybody: all users !

Shared responsibility “subsidiarity”
Action by ALL stakeholders is needed

The EU level acts wherever it provides an added value
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Road Safety
The EU instruments

Legislation
Best practice guidelines
Research and studies
Financial support to projects
Road accident data and information
The Road Safety Charter
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Domains of action

• User behaviour
• Campaigns
• Enforcement
• Education
• Driving licences

• Vehicle safety

• Passive and active safety 
• Technical inspection

• Road Infrastructure safety

• European Road Safety Charter

• Observatory (incl. accident data)
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The EU Road Safety Observatory

Mission:

Collect, analyse and disseminate road 
safety data and knowledge

A “light” form of a road safety agency

Internal Commission structure
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The EU Road Safety Observatory

A comprehensive web site including…

Accident data with various levels of detail 
circumstances 
causes 
consequences 

Risk exposure data
Road safety performance indicators 
Framework for independent accident investigation
Knowledge

Results of research, studies & other projects, both from 
the Commission’s and from Countries’ various 
stakeholders
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The “-50%” objective
The EU Road Safety Observatory

Evolution 1990 - 2010
EU fatalities
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The EU Road Safety Observatory
The “-50%” objective
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The EU Road Safety Observatory

The CARE data base is an initiative of 
the EU member states

Council Decision 93/704/EC on the 
creation of a Community database on 
road accidents.

CARE database
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The EU Road Safety Observatory
CARE database

identify and quantify road safety problems

evaluate the efficiency of road safety measures

determine the relevance of Community actions

facilitate the exchange of experience in this field.

Objectives
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The EU Road Safety Observatory
CARE database

History
First phase of the project (1988 - 1993) : feasibility study for the creation 
of a desegregate road accident database (CARE).

Second phase of the project (1993 - 1996) : pilot operation of the CARE 
database.

Third phase of the project (1996 -1999) : harmonisation of the data 
contained inside the database allowing for international comparisons and 
exchange of experience. 

Fourth phase of the project (1999 - 2006) concerned the full operation of 
the system. Produce detailed multi-dimension reports

Fifth phase of the project (2006 - …) new interface and variables
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The EU Road Safety Observatory
CARE database

Process

national data ( ME )
data collection 
Uploading
Transformation rules ( if necessary )
Common variables creation
Verification with national publications
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The EU Road Safety Observatory
CARE database

ACCESS
Complete database (national administrations)

Three institutes by ME
Statistical
Transport ministry
RDT institutes

Reports and statistics (Public access)
Europa
(http://europa.eu.int/comm/transport/care/index_en.htm)
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The EU Road Safety Observatory
CARE database

National administrations access

The user interface allows the production of multi-
dimension aggregated reports in a standardised way, 
combining a wide range of information.  The user can 
choose at the moment among data since 1991

Two sets of data
national data ( no transformation rules applied )
common variables data
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The EU Road Safety Observatory
CARE database

Data confidentiality and security

reports produced by the system are always aggregated 

the ME are requested to black out confidential data 
fields before send data

A CARE user must have a valid user/password

All measures have been taken guarantee the 
confidentiality, security and integrity
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The EU Road Safety Observatory
CARE database

Data structure

Basic definitions
Accident
Person killed, injured ...

Common variables
43 variables ( on production since December 2005 )
Third study - socio-economics variables ( near future )
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The EU Road Safety Observatory
CARE database

Common Variables
Country
Time ( year, month, hour )
Age group
Gender
Person class ( driver, passenger , pedestrian )
Area type ( inside or outside urban )
Motorway 
Junction type 
Vehicle
Weather conditions
Lighting
...



Directorate general for Energy and Transport Valencia 15 June 2007

The EU Road Safety Observatory
CARE database

Common Variables
Region
Vehicle age
Driving licence age
Road surface condition
Speed limit
Alcohol test
Psychophysical circumstances
Junction control
…..
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The EU Road Safety Observatory
CARE database

Risk exposure variables

Traffics: vehicles x km travelled by type of 
road networks
The population’s pyramids
The drivers' population
The fleet of vehicles
….
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The EU Road Safety Observatory
CARE database

Future

add risk exposure variables and road safety 
performance indictors

European Road Safety Observatory kernell with
Data
Information
Reports  

….
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The EU Road Safety Observatory
CARE database

Examples
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The EU Road Safety Observatory
CARE database
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The EU Road Safety Observatory
CARE database
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The EU Road Safety Observatory
CARE database
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The EU Road Safety Observatory
CARE database
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The EU Road Safety Observatory
CARE database
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The EU Road Safety Observatory
CARE database
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The EU Road Safety Observatory
CARE database
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The EU Road Safety Observatory
CARE database

Reduction of casualties (in %)
2005 -  2006 
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The EU Road Safety Observatory

Fatalities by population 
Evolution 2001- 2006
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The EU Road Safety Observatory
CARE database
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The EU Road Safety Observatory
CARE database
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The EU Road Safety Observatory

PEOPLE AGED 18-25 KILLED IN ROAD ACCIDENTS, FOR EACH HOUR AND DAY OF THE WEEK 
EU 15 (2002)
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The EU Road Safety Observatory
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The EU Road Safety Observatory
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The EU Road Safety Observatory
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The EU Road Safety Observatory

EU accidents
inside/outside urban area

outside
33%

inside
67%

EU fatalities
inside/outside urban area
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CARE database
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% pedestrian fatalities/ total
by country 
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The EU Road Safety Observatory
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Fatalities inside urban area by gender
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The EU Road Safety Observatory
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Pedestrian fatalities outside urban area by age and gender
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The EU Road Safety Observatory
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Pedestrian fatalities outside urban area by age and gender
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The EU Road Safety Observatory
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The EU Road Safety Observatory
CARE database
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The EU Road Safety Observatory
CARE database
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Roadsafety Website:

http://ec.europa.eu/transport/roadsafety/road_safety_observatory/introduction_en.htm

The EU Road Safety Observatory


