Call for papers - Welfare beyond the market and the welfare state

Online journal Re-public invites contributions for its upcoming special issue titled “Welfare beyond the market and the welfare state”. The welfare state is widely considered to be in crisis for, at least, over a decade. Possible remedies have varied: the search for more efficient or equitable state tax systems that could fund increasing welfare costs; the implementation of reforms on welfare institutions that could cut their growing expenses; the privatisation of certain sectors of welfare services; the connection of welfare benefits to the labour market and to lifelong job training. What has been the central assumption of this debate is the pivotal role of the state (or the market, in cases when the state fails or is unwilling) as the donor of welfare and of the notion of the citizen in need as its bearer. What has been relatively obscured by this debate, is a rich history of informal welfare social practices that cut across economic, family, class, race, and gender barriers, but also the new possibilities for organising welfare through the rise of new social movements and new civic activism.

The aim of the special issue is to rethink welfare practices beyond both state and market institutions and to attempt to connect welfare to new forms of social and economic organisation. Possible topics include:

   - Archeologies of informal welfare practices.
   - Conceptualising and managing welfare as a common.
   - Welfare, immaterial labour and precarity.
   - Welfare and the extension of citizenship rights.
   - Peer to peer practices and the organisation of welfare.


Essays should be approximately 1,500 – 1,800 words.


Please submit contributions in any electronic format to

- e-mail: phatzopoulos@re-public.gr


Deadline for submissions: 15 September 2010

More information here 

