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THE ENVIRONMENTAL DIMENSION OF
LEADER APPROACH.
AN ANALYSIS FROM BEST ENVIRONMENTAL
PRACTICES IN SPAIN

¥

JAVIER ESPARCIA

Research Institute of Local Development Department of Geography, University of
Valencia. javier.esparcia@uv,es



I. INTRODUCTION: RURAL DEVELOPMENT AND ITS
ENVIRONMENTAL DIMENSION

Since the late 80s, and especially during the 90’s, environmental
issues have been impregnating everything related to agriculture and rural
development (Esparcia and Noguera, 1997). The first important step was
the last big reform of the Common Agricultural Policy (Agenda 2000),
which introduce a clear positive bias in favor of incorporating environ-
mental considerations into agricultural policies (codes of environmental
best practices, agro-environmental measures, etc.). But in addition to the
growing greening of agricultural policy, environmental policies themsel-
ves have had an increasingly greater presence in rural areas (Garcfa Pas-
cual, 2001). Thus, issues such as environmental protection (also in rural
areas) and landscape conservation have been key elements in environmen-
tal policies of the past two decades.

In parallel with this increased greening of the CAP under Agenda
2000, the territorial approach to rural development had into considera-
tion from the beginning the strategic importance of the environment in
development strategies in rural areas (Mondéjar et 4l., 2007). Thus, the
presence of environmental issues in rural development within the fra-
mework of this territorial approach, has been growing since the early 90’
until the mid-2000s, with the completion of LEADER+ and PRODER

2'. But besides the interest and presence of environmental issues, in general

1. PRODER has been a twin national program of rural development LEADER,
which has been implemented almost in parallel with LEADER. PRODER 1
ran from 1996 to 1999 (LEADER II from 1994 to 1999), and PRODER ran 2
from 2000 to 2006 (same that LEADERY). Its has been implemented in intermedi-
ate rural areas; however, in Andalusia PRODER 2 has been applied to the
same territories that LEADER+, complementing it.
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Source: Own elaboration from Database of Best Bnwrental Practices of LEADER+ and PRODER 2. Migisti Environment, Rural and Marine Affairs (2011).



Fig. 1:

Best practices by key subject
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Fig. 2: Issues in the Best Environmental Practices




Fig. 3: Conceptual map on traditional and emergertronmental best practices. LEADER + and PRODER &pain.



Fig. 4: Conceptual map on issues linked to Besirmanmental Practices in LEADER + and PRODER 2 imiSpGreening process (1)



Fig. 5: Presence of environmental issues in nonrBnmental Best Practices (1).
(1): From the official Measure in which each Gooddtice was classified.

Fig. 6: Main subjects in which environmental issaes present in non EBP.



